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EVERY ONE REMEMBERED
The Royal British Legion, in partnership with the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, has developed
Every One Remembered
a project to individually commemorate over 1 million Commonwealth Service men and women who were
killed during the First World War.
The Royal British Legion would like to see each and every one of these men and women individually
commemorated in this the centenary year of the ending of the Great War
The losses were felt in almost every town and village in the UK
not least in our own villages where 33 young men did not return to their loved ones
Every One Remembered is an opportunity for you to be part of a great collective act of Remembrance
Let’s all help The Royal British Legion to ensure
that the sacrifice of the men from our parishes are never forgotten look on :
https://www.everyoneremembered.org/
where you will be able to remember someone and leave a short message to commemorate their life and
make a donation to the Royal British Legion
On pages 12 & 13 you will find a full list of the Fallen of our parishes, and on page 14
Max & Jillian Scraggs remember their family members, George & Jesse Scragg
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2018
Lower Heyford Church at 9.30am
Muster at Upper Heyford Village Hall 10.15am approximately
March to the cemetery with the City of Oxford Silver Band
Upper Heyford Cemetery 10.45 for 11am
March back to the village hall for light refreshments
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BENEFICE OFFICE
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687
NEW OFFICE HOURS Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30 –2.30

Tel: 01869 233687

To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687 administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency please telephone 01869 233249 or 07889 444 616
Rev Geoff Price

01869 346262

geoffandhope@yahoo.com

David Taylor

davidtaylor_3@outlook.com

Benefice Office

01869 233687

barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford Thursday mornings 11am - 12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh coffee or tea, home-made sandwiches and cake.
Open to all and free of charge although donations towards running costs gratefully received.
Any queries please call Emily Daly at emilyannedaly@gmail.com (term time)
or Sue Watson suewatson20@btinternet.com and Hazel Stoddart hazelstoddart@me.com (holidays)
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Dear friends,
They say that there is only one constant in life: change! As we move into Autumn, these words certainly seem to be true.
Children are busy settling into the new school year, the days and nights are becoming noticeably chillier, and our trees
are slowly beginning to lose the green hues of summer. Change seems to be all around us.
Oftentimes, change is a good thing. We look forward to changes like starting a new job, having a baby or moving into a
new house. Yet experience tells us that change can be disorientating even at the best of times. We carry anxieties about
moving on from what was and into what will be, and we find the process of adapting to change both physically and
emotionally tiring. These feelings can become all the more acute when the changes that face us are less welcome or
even, frankly, un-welcome.
Times of change, be they positive or negative, are nearly always disorientating. We therefore need a fixed point upon
which to set our sight. With that fixed point before us, we can navigate our way through times of uncertainty, just as
sailors use the fixed position of the North Star to determine their location and direction of travel. For the Christian faith,
God is this fixed point.
God never changes. We may not always understand Him or why He allows us to face some of the difficult
circumstances of life. However, the Bible tells us that God is constant in all our times of change, both the good and the
bad. It’s a theme that is celebrated in the much-loved hymn ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’:
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee,
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not,
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. (Thomas O. Chisholm, © Hope Publishing Co. 1923)
Thomas Chisholm’s famous hymn reminds us that God is a trustworthy fixed point in all our times of change. However,
that doesn’t mean that God is far away like the North Star. No, the Bible also tells us that God came near to us by
sending His Son, Jesus Christ who, as Stephen reminded us in his final Three Parishes article as Team Rector, is the
same ‘yesterday and today and forever’ (Hebrews 13:8). God helps us to gain perspective in our times of change by
promising to be with us through our times of change. He promises to walk with us even as we choose to walk with Him.
So popular philosophy hasn’t got it quite right. Change is undoubtedly a constant in life. But it isn’t the only constant.
Much more dependable is the constancy of God revealed to us in Christ Jesus.
Yours, David
Saying goodbye to Stephen
Stephen with Bishop Colin
Fletcher, OBE at Stephen's
goodbye service on August 5th at
St James Somerton.
It was a lovely service, and we
wish Stephen and his family the
best of luck as he begins his
Ministry in Oakham, Rutland
On behalf of us all here in the
Cherwell Valley Benefice we
thank you for all you have done
during your time here with us.
Your pastoral care, organisational
and administrative skills have
helped to make us much stronger,
caring and effective communities.
God bless you
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WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY
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BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS

WHAT’S ON IN STEEPLE ASTON
Autumn 2018
Mon 5 Nov – Fireworks Evening on field beside SA Village Hall – 6.15.
Tickets £14/£5 in advance from Barbara (01869 340423) or from SA Post
Office (01869 340201) £16/£6 on gate. Ticket inc. home-made soup, hot dog,
squash.
Sat 1 Dec –– Music and Words for Advent – Amici choir/LCM string players
– 7.30 (no interval) in SA Church. Tickets £10 inc. glass of wine, from
Margaret (01869 347346) from SA Post Office (01869 340201) or on door.
Sun 9 Dec –– Brilliance – Farnham Maltings – play for village halls – 7.00
for 7.30 in SA Village Hall. Tickets £12/£10 (under 18s) in advance from
Barbara (01869 340423) Refreshments.
Sun 16 Dec – Wassail Evening – 6pm in SA Village Hall. Free. Mulled wine
and mince pies.
Sun 23 Dec – Carol Service – 6pm in Steeple Aston Church
Further details from –
Barbara Brewer, Chair – SA Village Hall Management Committee (01869
340423)
Margaret Bulleyment, Secretary – SA Village Hall Management Committee
(01869 347346)

ARE YOU A NANNY, OR A FAMILY INTERESTED
IN A NANNY SHARE?
Local mum looking for a flexible, part-time nanny (or
childminder) to work potentially unpredictable hours
(including some evenings and weekends).
Also looking for a family interested in a nanny share.
Please contact 01869 349703

It is with great sadness that we report the passing of Upper
Heyford resident, Douglas Schlaepfer, at the grand age of 99.
We send our condolences to Jacqui, Michael and family at this sad
time, and pay our respects for the service given by Douglas to this
country and for a wonderfully rewarding life.

Douglas was called up in 1939
and served with 114th Field
Regiment Royal Artillery and
spent the war in Burma.

250 BUS SERVICE
Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford
Monday to Friday
05.41; 06.41; 07.49; 09.06; 10.17; 11.17;
12.17; 13.17; 14.17; 15.21; 16.26; 17.49;
18.49; 19.53
Saturdays
06.20; 07.21; 08.17 and then at 17 mins past
each hour till 6.21; 17.32; 18.36; 19.37
Bus Services from Heyford Park
to Bicester
Monday to Friday
06.08; 07.07; 08.22; 09.41; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.48; 17.06; 18.09;
19.22; 20.12
Saturdays
06.50; 07.44; 08.44; 09;44; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.44; 16.53; 18.00;
19.04; 20.03
Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park
Monday to Friday
6.26; 07.40; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past
each hour every hour till 16.15; 17.20; 18.40;
and 19.35
Saturdays
07.05 and then at five past each hour till
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.25
Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford
Park
Monday to Friday
06.25; 07.30; 08.50; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 1505; 16.09; 17.33; 18.35;
19.40 (19.40 service terminates at
Bletchingdon)
Saturdays
07.07; 08.02; 9.03; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 15.02; 16.05; 17.16;18.24;
19.24
(19.24 service terminates at Bletchingdon)
The times shown are for Heyford Park, the
village times will vary slightly
Monday Healthy Heyford Walks
Why not join us!
We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55
am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for
approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6
miles in length unless otherwise stated. It’s a
social occasion too!

Douglas is shown here, in
conversation with former Prime
Minister Mr Cameron, at the VJ
Day celebrations in London
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NEW SHORT FILM
CAPTURES THE ESSENCE
OF KATHARINE HOUSE

Katharine House is thrilled to share with you a
brand new video showing you what our hospice is
like. If you ever need to visit the hospice, or know
someone who does, it'll show you what you can
expect. If you've run, baked or cycled to raise
money for us, you can see how your fabulous hard
work has helped countless people in your
community. You can see the film at
www.khh.org.uk/film
SANTA FUN RUN: SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER
(10AM) (flyer attached)
On 2nd Dec, join hundreds of others for the 9th
Santa Fun Run for Katharine House Hospice at
Wykham Park Academy in Banbury. Test your
ability, or challenge your pals and colleagues on a
4k or 1k course, and enjoy live music, delicious
food and entertainment. Most of all have fun and
get in the Christmas spirit. You'll get a free Santa
suit and a medal when you complete the course.
Please join team Santa and help support local
people facing life-limiting illness today. Sign up at
www.khh.org.uk/santa
LIGHTS OF LOVE 2018
You are warmly invited to our services in Banbury
and Brackley to come together with other
members of our community to remember loved
ones who are no longer with us. You are most
welcome to dedicate a light on the Christmas tree
and leave a handwritten message in one of our
books of remembrance – please visit
www.khh.org.uk/lights to do so.
Led by the hospice chaplain, a special part of the
service is the blessing of the books of
remembrance which this year will contain your
personal handwritten messages. Our Lights of
Love events are open to everyone, but if you are
unable to attend in person you can still dedicate a
light and your message will be displayed in the
books of remembrance at your chosen service.
Lights of Love Brackley – St Peter’s Church,
Tuesday 4 December, 7.30pm
Lights of Love Banbury – St Mary’s Church,
Thursday 6 December, 7pm
MAKE A WILL WEEK: 15-19 OCTOBER
For one week in October local solicitors and Will
writers have kindly agreed to waive their fees for
writing or amending a basic Will for donations to
Katharine House.
If you’ve been thinking about making or amending
a Will, there’s no better time to ensure loved ones
are looked after according to your wishes, and
help Katharine House at the same time. In
recognition of the time and expertise involved in
preparing your Will, we ask that you make a
donation in line with the fee normally charged by
the participating practices.
Simply choose a participating solicitor or Will
writer from the list at khh.org.uk/will week and
book your appointment with them today
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Deddington Farmers Market
in north Oxfordshire, one of the largest farmers'
markets in the country. Featuring over 40 stalls, it
offers the very best in locally produced beer, bread,
crafts, eggs, fish, flowers, fruit, meat, preserves, and
much more.
www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk
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Poetry Corner
An evening with Robert Seatter
On September 17th, The Poetry Group hosted an evening of poetry with arts professional, Robert Seatter (http://
robertseatter.co.uk). In the first half, he read from his three collections, Travelling to the Fish Orchards, On the Beach with Chet
Baker and Writing King Kong. The topics ranged from a litany of memories in ‘Where I Come From’, the persona of the Bear in
Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale’, a dramatic dialogue between the characters in Living Italian, a language primer Robert used
when he first lived in Italy, love present and love past, to recreating the voyage depicted in Edward Lear’s ‘The Owl and the Pussy
Cat’. One of my favourite poems is ‘Making Lemon Curd’ in which he intersperses the recipe with thoughts of a loved one who has
just departed: ‘I am making lemon curd/while you are travelling back to France. /(One o’clock you take the bus.)‘ These lines typify
how Robert depicts a concrete place or activity while journeying to another one through the imagination; he evokes the precise
nature of human reflections and emotions. He read us a similar poem, ‘Summer Pudding’* in memory of a friend who died from
cancer at the age of 40:
‘Easy to make it. I wake up in November,
years after, and hear your voice saying it
with a strange authority for a girl who can’t cook.
White bread, the cheapest. Strawberries,
raspberries, blackcurrants … Tart summer fruits.
So soon we are de-crusting Mother’s Pride White,
lining the bowl in strips, then boiling up red fruits,
black fruits, blue. Then pouring them over,
a slow syrup river,
then more layers of bread, more river, more bread.
I upside down it, sit it resplendent
On a wide white plate -–
summer mountain.
We eat it up quickly, raspberry seeds
like grit between our teeth.
You skim your plate with a finger,
the way you once did with cake crumbs
when a student, lick the last of it,
still taking, laughing, eating,
swinging a bag, leaving. Awkward at doorways.
And we can’t waste what’s left us …
Fruits. Summer. River. Mountain.
Blue, black, red. Any colour. All of it.
We can’t waste a second of what you have left us.
The voice is both practical and wistful, light-hearted and sad. This elegy captures moments with a particular person, but the
indeterminate pronouns ‘you’ and ‘we’ characteristically make space for the reader/listener to inhabit the poem as the one
making the pudding, or the ones eating it, enabling us to recognise how it feels to recall someone we have lost with both joy and
sorrow. The last section exhorts us to make the most of not only a delicious dessert but also of such gifts as nature, colours, or
seasons and the days we have left.
In the second half of the evening, Robert read from his recent publication The Book of Snow (Two Rivers Press, 2016) in which he
worked with a paper artist whose illustrations surround the poems. Several pieces play on the processes of paper cutting along
with the many facets of snow: its variety of whites, its solidity in structures such as snowmen or the inevitable melting away:
‘Something is blotted out, ill-remembered/Something is longing to stay, / comes suddenly silently // pill-white, deep and blank as
forgetting’ (‘The Ambiguities of Snow’).
We then moved into questions and discussion, talking about poetry’s unique way of pinpointing the essence of things,
transforming the mundane to something extraordinary, and, hopefully, surprising us. We agreed with Robert that we can be put
off poetry by too much critical analysis at school and that the best poems are the ones we remember. Robert talked about his
work as Head of the History of the BBC, what it is like to judge poetry competitions, and his forthcoming collection based on
London’s John Soane’s museum where he is poet in residence.
Thanks to a great team effort, there were plenty of refreshments and the Reading Room was again the perfect venue for this
uplifting occasion. It was an intimate gathering yet the poems took us on flights of fancy to all sorts of countries and worlds.
The next open evening is with a local performance poet, Carl Thomson, on Monday 26 November. All welcome, Jane Jana
*’Summer Pudding’ from Writing King Kong (2011) reprinted with kind permission of the author and Seren Books.
10

Coarse gardening
Well, it’s here again: the season of mists and mellow bulb catalogues. The leaves are beginning to change colour, there are glorious
swags of berries in the hedgerows, and there is that smell in the air that I always associate with the start of a new academic year,
and, maybe, a new job. It seems to have come round awfully fast this year. I, for one, am not ready for it.
The ground is still as hard as rock, with great splits in it, and there is really no question of digging it or planting in it until we have had
some serious rain. No doubt that will come, and most likely when we least want it, that being the beauty of English weather. Nevertheless, I shall do my best to welcome it, as my bulb order has already arrived and is sitting in big cardboard boxes, looking at me
reproachfully.
Which leads me to an Advance Warning. Please take note. Great things have been afoot in our village church, things which will
improve it immensely, but which have cost money. A lot of it. So, the church is in need of funds, and to that end the Friends of St.
Mary’s and the PCC have been looking ahead and planning to try to do our bit. We propose to hold a Flower Festival next May - on
the May Day weekend itself - specifically, on Sunday May 5th and Monday 6th (Bank Holiday). The theme will be Memories of Childhood. Put it in your diary now. The idea is to decorate the church with as many flower arrangements as possible so that it is a real
blaze of colour which people will be prepared to pay to come in and see. We don’t expect all the arrangements to be of prize-winning,
professional standards - they can be quite modest; it would be lovely to have some created by children. To my mind, a jar of dandelions from a five-year-old is just as delightful as a great trumpeting of lilies. It would be really gratifying if a great many people would
like to have a go. Set-up will be on the Saturday - May 4th - or even the Friday, if the flowers will last.
I am pushing this idea now, because now is the time to be thinking of spring flowers in your garden and buying bulbs, and also thinking about how you might contrive an arrangement of spring flowers to suggest some kind of childhood association. Maybe a game, a
children’s hymn, a nursery rhyme or a story. (With any luck you’ll be better at this than I am). Or just bring a joyous arrangement of
flowers along without any reference to the theme. One week into May is, of course, too late for many spring bulbs. Most of the daffodils will be over by then, except for a few late, white narcissi, and many tulips could have finished, too, so it needs thought. However,
there are plenty of late-flowering tulip varieties and other possibilities, such as bulb irises, forget-me-nots, wild flowers, tree blossom
and greenery. And then no doubt the weather will play its part, of course. The season could be late or early. No guarantees of anything…
As well as flowers in the church, we hope to lay on cream teas in the Reading Room and have a stall with plants for sale. Again, if
you have a surplus of anything in your garden which you could pot up for sale in May, please do so. I’ve already started, with some
very pretty little houseleeks and other odds and ends.
Moving on to other matters. Those who pass our bottom gate on the way to walks by the canal may have wondered what on earth I
am doing with that great heap of wood-chip. It goes like this: we have a little sloping path down from the main lawn to the canal bank,
which is surfaced with wood-chip provided by my pal Matthew Steele (Bicester Tree Services, 01869 389352, highly recommended). After a year or so, the wood decays to the point where it looks like peat and a lot of it gets pulled under by
worms. Neighbouring plants love to seed themselves in it - snowdrops, hellebores, primroses and garden cranesbills especially. These I dig out and replant elsewhere, before replenishing the wood-chip. It has finally dawned on me (it takes time) that I
ought to treat the bare-earth areas around the shrubs all over the garden in the same way, giving them a good, thick blanket of chippings all round, to suppress weeds and - gradually - increase the fertility of the soil.
So that is what I have been doing, only I can’t get on with much more of it until we have had a really good soaking of rain. The idea is
certainly working in respect of weeds. Any serious contenders, like dandelions and thistles, which poke their heads through the mulch
get a quick squirt of contact weedkiller and that’s the end of them. Spring bulbs will easily grow through it, of course. Meanwhile, my
hope is that the earthworm population will thrive, helping to process the organic matter and aerate the soil. There are three ‘tribes’ of
earthworms - those species which live in the leaf litter on the surface of the ground, such as the brandling worms which you might see
in your compost heap or in manure, those which burrow through the soil parallel to the surface, and finally those which burrow vertically down, like the big lobworms beloved of anglers. My garden seems to poorly supplied with any and all of them. Many gardeners
of a tidy-minded disposition object to seeing worm-casts all over their lawns and find ways to kill them off, but I would be delighted to
see signs of such health in my soil.
Charles Darwin spent his latter years in intensive study of earthworms, experimenting with them in his own garden at Down House in
Kent. In his opinion, worms were fundamental to life on the planet, in that without them there would be no self-sustaining soil. He
estimated that in a single acre of land there would be a worm population of around 50,000; every year, twenty tons of soil would pass
through their digestive tracts. These improbable-seeming figures have been shown, by modern research, to be too modest! He underestimated.
Decaying wood also provides food for countless small soil creatures such as woodlice, millipedes, springtails and saproxylic beetles,
as well as innumerable fungi and bacteria, whose dead remains also end up passing through worms to add to the fertility and general
wellbeing of the soil. Healthy soil generates healthy crops containing all the vitamins and trace elements that we need. Worms play
such a vital role in this that it cannot be overstated, so the more the merrier. Do you remember Rambling Syd Rumpo? (Kenneth
Williams in bucolic vein) ‘The aaanswer lies in the soil’? Well, he was right. It does. Without it we could not live.
So - learn to love your worms. Don’t just bite the heads off, suck the insides out, and throw the skins away, as the old song suggests. Let them fertilise your soil so that you can grow magnificent late tulips for tiptoeing through next May. And corner the market
in Oasis blocks while you are at it.
Roger Burt.
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The Fallen of Upper Heyford
The Memorial Cross in the cemetery was dedicated on Whitsunday 1919, with the words:
In memory of the men from Upper Heyford who gave their lives in defence of their country and the cause of
“freedom, mercy and truth”
Arthur ALLEN
Private, 9th (Service) Battalion, The Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), 36 Brigade, 12th Division. Army no. 14641
He was killed in action in Flanders on 13 April 1916. He was 27. He is remembered on panel 25 to 27 of the Loos Memorial
Jesse William BAYLISS
Private, 2nd/1st Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 184 Brigade, 61st Division. Army no. 201905
He died from wounds received on the Somme on 2 April 1918. He was 19. He is buried in grave I H 20 Namps au Val British Cemetery
Joseph John BODDINGTON
Private, 5th Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 42 Brigade, 14th Division. Army no. 23861
He died from his wounds on 28 August 1916. He was 21 and is buried in grave III G 25 Heilly Station Cemetery, Méricourt L'Abbé
Corin Henry Benedict COOPER MSc
Lieutenant, 178th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers He died of his wounds on 20 November 1916, aged 24
He was the son of the Rev. Sydney and Edith Cooper rector of St Mary’s Upper Heyford.
He is buried in grave I A 70, Étaples Military Cemetery
Christopher James DALE
Private, Oxfordshire Yeomanry (Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars), 4 Cavalry Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division. Army no. 285498
He was killed in action during the fighting at St Quentin on 23 March 1918 aged 31
He was the son of Thomas and Augusta Dale, Rectory Farm, Upper Heyford and the brother of Thomas, see the next entry.
He is buried in grave 2 K 15, The British Extension, The Communal Cemetery Chauny
Thomas Robert DALE
Private, 3rd Garrison Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. Army no. 17824
He died on 14 April 1915. He was 37 and stationed near Portsmouth
He too was the son of Thomas and Augusta Dale, Rectory Farm, Upper Heyford and the husband of Esther Dale of 22 Upper Heyford
He is buried in grave C 30 Christ Church Military Cemetery, Portsdown
Albert GOLDER
Private 2nd Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 5 Brigade, 2nd Division. Army no. 8611
He died from his wounds received during the Battle of the Aisne on 16 September 1914 and is buried in grave I H 5 Vailly British Cemetery
Arthur Charles Benson GOLDER
Private 2nd Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 5 Brigade, 2nd Division. Army no. 10029
He died from his wounds received during the Battle of the Aisne on 26 September 1915, aged 24
Tom IZZARD aka Tom HUDSON
He was known by both surnames because of his Father's death and his Mother's remarriage.
Tom HUDSON DCM Company Sergeant Major, 2nd Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 5 Brigade, 2nd Division.
Army no. 6970 He was killed in action during the Battle of the Aisne on 25 September 1915, aged 32
He was the son of Robert and Mary A Izzard of Great Rollright and a native of Upper Heyford.
He is buried in grave II E 5 Guards Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy
James NORMAN
Signaller, 5th (Service) Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 42 Brigade, 14th Division. Army no. 10992
He died from his wounds on 15 July 1916, aged 24 and is buried in grave IV A 4 Avesnes le Comte Communal Cemetery Extension
Sidney George SCRAGG
Private, 1st/1st Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 145 Brigade, 48th Division. Army no. 202096
He was killed in action during the Battle of Ypres on 27 August 1917, aged 30, brother of Jesse, see next entry
He is buried in grave XXIII C 17, New Irish Farm Cemetery, near Ypres
Jesse SCRAGG
Private, 2nd/4th Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 184 Brigade, 61st Division. Army no. 203793
He was killed in action during the Battle of the Selle on 25 October 1918, aged 36.
He is remembered on panel 7 of the Vis en Artois Memorial Cemetery, Pas de Calais
Thomas William SLATTER
Private, 2nd Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 5 Brigade, 2nd Division Army no. 7481
He was killed in action near Arleux during the Battle of Arras on 28 April 1917, aged 33, and is remembered on bay 6 and 7 of the Arras Memorial
Frederick John WILSON
Private, Oxfordshire Yeomanry (Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars), 4 Cavalry Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division. Army no. 2375
He died in hospital in Rouen on 16 July 1915, he was 18 and is buried in grave A 5 31 St Sever Cemetery, Rouen
George Edwin MULLIS a native of Upper Heyford (not named on the War Memorial)
Captain, 14th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery He was killed in action on 30 September 1916, aged 38
He was the husband of Florence L Mullis, 52 New Street, Leamington Spa, and is buried in grave J 9 Aveluy Communal Cemetery Extension

“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.”
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them."
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The Fallen of Lower Heyford & Caulcott
The Lower Heyford and Caulcott War Memorial Library was opened on 3rd December 1918 and was dedicated
to the memory of those who died in the service of their country during the Great War
George Ernest Waddup
Driver , Royal Artillery, died in hospital July 18th 1916, aged 36
Albert Waddup
Private, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, killed in action 25th August 1916, aged 23
Albert Hounslow
Private, Canadian Light Infantry, killed in action on the Somme, 1916, aged 26
Harry Hazell
Corporal, 10th Lincolnshire Regiment, killed in France, June 1st 1917, aged 29
Thomas James Pearson
Private, 2nd Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry,
died a prisoner of war in Germany, June 12th 1917, aged 26
Edwin James Maccabee
Private, 4th Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, killed in action
31st July 1917 near Ypres aged 36

Capt John
Manley

John Manley
Captain of the RFC was killed in action while flying at Bailleul in France on 18th September 1917, age 20.
Fred Perks
Private, Machine Gun Corps, killed in action in France, September 23rd, 1917 aged 22
George Larner
Gunner, Royal Garrison Artillery, killed in action at Ypres, November 4th 1917 aged 25
John Adams
Private, Queen’s Royal West Sussex Regiment, killed in action November 5th 1917, aged 24
Charles Henry Newman
Private, 2nd Devonshire Regiment (transferred to the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry), killed in action October 27th 1918, aged 19
years & 3 days.

So what happened to the War Memorial Library?
This was in fact originated by Reggie Lennard and was housed in the Reading Room. When it was decided to convert
the RR to a house, the Library was moved to the Village Hall, but soon fizzled out, after which the books were moved
into the cold, dark storeroom up in the corner of the Hall, where they slowly rotted. We did have a sale, but few books
were sold because of their condition and largely unattractive content. I took out those books which had inscriptions and
a few others of local interest, which I have retained. Roger Bowen

The Fallen of Somerton
A memorial plaque was dedicated to the Men of Somerton who gave their lives
Henry John Allen

1896-1916
Born in Chesterton, buried in Somerton having died of TB

Frederick Hollis

1890-1918 also appears on the roll of honour at Fritwell
Born in Ardley, buried in Fewcott, discharged through illness

Albert Andrew George Lewis 1895-1917
Born in Somerton, buried Fauborg
Harry Thomas Stevens

1885-1917
Born in Glympton, buried Cambrin near Bethune

Henry James Watts

1883-1918
Born in Fritwell, buried Picardie

William Watts

1890-1915
Born in Fritwell, buried Loos

Francis Harry Varney Wise

1895-1918
Born in Bloxham, died in flying accident, buried in Teddington

“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.”
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them."
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LOWER HEYFORD PARISH COUNCIL

The Great War
George & Jesse Scragg Remembered
By Max & Jillian

** Fed up with dog mess in the village ? **
** Got a Planning problem ?**
George SCRAGG
** Got an idea about something? **
Private, 1st/1st Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
** Want to know how your council tax is spent ?** Light Infantry, 145 Brigade, 48th Division. Army no. 202096
He was killed in action during the Battle of Ypres on 27 August
1917, aged 30, he is buried in grave XXIII C 17, New Irish Farm
Cemetery, near Ypres

If you want to know the answers to any of these why
not become a Parish Councillor ?
There is a vacancy for a councillor, so if you have
skills to offer and can commit to attending one
meeting a month and would like to make a difference
to YOUR village, contact the Parish Clerk, Cathy
Fleet at parishclerk.lowerheyford@gmail.com or
phone her on 01869 347000 to find out more
information.

New Irish Farm Cemetery, near Ypres

Joyce Harman (nee Wells)
30th November 1926 –21st August 2018
A Life of Friendships

The memorial stone for George

Dear Mum passed away
peacefully at W itney
Hospital. Mum was born in
Mill Lane Cottage, Lower
Heyford, the third of 5
children, she grew up in the
village and went to Heyford
School being taught by Miss
Dew and Mrs Busby. She left
school when jus 12 years
old, firstly working as a
housemaid, then in an
aircraft factory and finally for
the railway at Bletchington
station, recording all the trains in and out of the cement
works. She always had perfect writing and arithmetic skills.
Mum met Dad at The Bell Inn in 1946, and after their
marriage they moved to Kingston-upon-Thames, in Surrey,
a complete contrast to Lower Heyford. She lived with her in
-laws and I was born there, and 4 years later Mum and Dad
moved into their own home, a newly built property near
Richmond Park, where Bill was born.
In 1966/67 ‘The Bell’ needed new tenants, and Mum and
Dad applied and moved to Heyford with my grandparents,
Hilda and Bill. They ran the pub for over 30 years, enjoying
a wonderfully hard working life, and making so many
lifelong friends.
On retirement Mum & Dad moved to Kidlington, where
Mum soon settled in making more new friends and
renewing old friendships.
At her funeral there was standing room only, she was
remembered and love by so many. A kind considerate,
hard working, generous, lovely lady, a super mum,
grandmother and great-grandmother.
We will so miss her.
Jillian Scraggs

Jesse SCRAGG
Private, 2nd/4th Battalion, The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Light Infantry, 184 Brigade, 61st Division. Army no. 203793
He was killed in action during the Battle of the Selle on 25
October 1918, aged 36 and he is remembered on panel 7 of
the Vis en Artois Memorial Cemetery, Pas de Calais

Vis en Artois
Memorial
Cemetery,
Pas de Calais

Inscription for
Jesse on the
memorial

One hundred years ago
Silence surfaced
Across a savaged land
Young men stood among the ruins
Ruined lives
Ruined landscape
To return home
A changed life
A changed world
To remember comrades
To remember friends
To remember life changed
We must forgive
We must rebuild
We must remember
Remember always the sacrifice they made
Max and I visited both cemeteries on our trips to France, and we
would like George and Jesse to be remembered for the great
sacrifice they made 100 years ago
Jillian Sgraggs 2018
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HEYFORD PARK RESIDENTS’ AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

Drivers everywhere, please be
courteous and respect the speed limits

Dates for your diary!
Please note that Heyford Park Residents Association
Meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each
month at The Community Centre between 7pm and
9pm.
Future meeting dates are as follows;
Wednesday 31st October
Wednesday 28th November
If you are unable to attend these meetings but you wish to
raise a concern or complaint, you can contact us in the
following ways;
Tom Beckett (Chairman) 07717 665256
Email – hprcda@gmail.com

SPEEDING - Just a reminder that all Heyford
Park estate roads are 20mph. The entire length
of Camp Road is 30mph and surrounding
villages are 30mph.. Speedwatchers have
been out recently and have caught speeders
doing way above 30MPH. This is
unacceptable. Please drive to the speed limit
and not above it. We now have two
Speedwatch teams in Upper Heyford Village
and one team on Heyford Park so please keep
your speed under control.

Web - www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk

PARKING - Inconsiderate parking has been
raised as an issue. Please do not park on
corners, or on paths or near a junction which
can cause an obstruction and limit views for
pedestrians, posing a danger especially to
children. Drivers please be considerate and
courteous this helps everyone. Thank you.
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Community
Education
at
Marlborough School, Woodstock
By Celia Clark, Coordinator

the

This time last year, 170 people attended our
one-day Saturday workshops learning things
like Italian cookery, reflexology, stained glass,
drawing, and using your ipad or iphone. This
year, on 13 October and 24 November, you
could be enjoying these workshops too, plus
lots of new ones like watercolour painting for
the petrified, managing the menopause,
drumming, and aromatherapy hand and arm
massage.
Our expert tutors can show you how to make
some imaginative and personal Christmas gifts
in our workshops on sewing, wet felting, beaded
jewellery or using herbs. And if mention of
Christmas is too much, try our relaxing yoga
workshops including yoga for back care and
spinal health, developing a home practice,
headstands, and aroma yoga for relaxation.
We still have places on some of our weekly
singing, badminton, yoga, pilates, and Zumba
Gold classes. You pay a pro-rata rate if you join
mid-way through the term. Please check
availability on our website or call the office.
Our friendly classes are a great way to meet
people and pick up a new skill or indulge an
existing one. We hope we can welcome you
soon.
Tel: 01993 813592
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed

Learn to make beaded jewellery, in one of
our many Saturday workshops
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UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting

It’s good to hear the church clock chiming again
It was a joy to see Ray & Linda at the flower show, and the
first thing Ray did was to check that the church clock was
back in action. Phew, it was close, it had only be back for a
week!
Our thanks go to Mr Meacham from Milton-underWychwood for his skilled work and the parish council for
kindly paying for the work.
Church heating installation
Almost there! Well, yes there is the tidying up and
reinstatement of the grass on the Village Green and the
gas connection is still to be made, but we hope that the
heating will be on in time for the cold weather.
The PCC is most grateful for the tolerance shown by
parishioners while the work is being carried out, especially
Hugh Jones for any inconvenience that may have resulted.

13th July

In celebration of the birthday of
the late Ben Brain. ‘With love
from Karen and Sean’.

20th July

In celebration of the 22nd wedding
anniversary of Sue and Stewart
Prattley.

23rd July

In celebration of the birthday of
the late Rosalie Jean Barker.
‘Special birthday memories, loved
forever and never forgotten.’
Ray X.
In celebration of the birthday of
the late Jean Barker. From her
son, Andy Draper.

31st July

The Flower Show
Our thanks go to everyone involved in a very enjoyable
village day, in the most delightful setting of the Village
Green and Reading Room. It may not involve as many
exhibits as it once did, but the Flower Show has a very
long history so let’s ensure that it keeps going, after all it’s
the camaraderie that really matters.

11th August

21st August

Gilbert Brain (affectionately known as Dump to most
villagers) recently had a fall and has been in hospital. He
is now convalescing and we hope to see him home soon.
We are missing you, Dump, and send our best wishes.

In memory of the late Timothy Tad
Barker. ‘Never forgotten,
wonderful son.’ Love, Dad
In celebration of the 5th wedding
anniversary of Marilyn and
Timothy Bigelow.
In loving memory of the late
Agnes and Eddie Thompson of
the Barley Mow. Fond memories
from Ann, Giuseppe, Rebecca
and Sara.

The Fountain
The Fountain is a lovely spot for a get-together and it is
enjoyed by many parishioners especially during the
summer months, so well done to whoever keeps the pots
planted and watered. It’s a grand job that you do, and it is
much appreciated. Thank you.

Agnes and Eddie Thompson were proprietors of the
Barley Mow in the 1970s
It is with great sadness that we report the death of
Kathleen Washington at the age of 93. Kathleen lived at
Ascona, in Orchard Lane, for many years with her late
husband Cliff. Cliff & Kathleen shared a love of vintage
motor bikes and they had a lovely collection when living in
the village.
With our love, may she rest in peace.
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Heyford WI members and guests pause for a photo shoot
before visiting Rousham House

Heyfords W I
Members and guests had a most enjoyable visit to
Rousham including a tour of the house with the assistance
of a very knowledgeable and good-humoured guide. The
gardens of course are absolutely exquisite and it makes it
particularly enjoyable that they are maintained by local
people that we know and can call friends.

Let’s celebrate the Over 90s

At an evening out at Bicester Sports Centre some
members tried their hand at Ten-pin bowling while others
went along as observers! It was good fun and a few
managed a ‘strike’ (all ten pins down) but our efforts were
shown to pale in comparison with the earnest young men
whizzing the balls down in the next lane. It was good fun
though and a nice social occasion. so we will try it again.

Congratulations and our very best wishes

Warreners
At our September meeting we enjoyed a delightful harvest
lunch provided by committee members, including a glass of
wine, and it was good to have the company of Mary’s sister
June visiting from Australia. It was a lovely afternoon.
At our October meeting we are having a film, ‘A Street Cat
called Bob’ a true life story of a London busker and his pet
cat, it’s a good book, so the film should be too.
At the November meeting Tony will be arranging one of his
quizzes, plus the usual fine refreshments.
We meet on the second Wednesday of the month in Upper
Heyford Village Hall starting at 2pm for about 2 hours.
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Roy Hudson of Lower Heyford
Chris Dale of Caulcott
Pearl Ruck (nee Basford) of Watford, a native
of Upper Heyford

SOMERTON

Please submit the form below to apply for tickets
Name(s):

TREASURES FROM
THE ROYAL WINDSOR CASTLE
COLLECTION

______________________________________________
I/We would like ____
tickets for The Royal Collection Evening.
Please send a cheque (made out to “St James's Church
PCC”) or cash to:
John Fawcett – Treasurer
Dormer House, Ardley Road, Somerton OX25 6LP
e-mail: JWHFAWCETT@BTINTERNET.COM
Tickets will be sent to you by e-mail or in stamped
addressed envelope. Please select your preferred option
below, and provide your email address if you prefer that
option.
(Select an option)
I would prefer to have the ticket(s) to be emailed to me at:

_____________________
I would prefer to have the ticket(s) posted to me in the
enclosed stamped addressed envelope

Presented by OLIVER EVERETT
Librarian Emeritus of the Royal Library
Saturday 3rd November 2018 at 6 pm
ST JAMES'S CHURCH, SOMERTON

ADVANCE NOTICE
In an attempt to stagger the number of
Christmas Bazaars held on the same day
we have opted to go for the last Saturday
in November. That way we can get to visit
all the neighbouring events. So please
make a date in your diaries.

PROFILE:
Educated at Cambridge University, post grad.
work in USA & LSE
Foreign Office 1967-78 including India and Spain
Assistant Private Secretary to the HRH The Prince
of Wales 1978-80
Private Secretary to Diana, HRH The Princess of
Wales, 1981-83
Wrote the official guidebook on Windsor Castle
Worldwide Lecturer on the Royals, Art, Silver,
Palaces, and India
He is also erudite, witty and amusing!

SOMERTON
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
SAT. 24TH NOVEMBER 2.00p.m.
Look for posters nearer the time.
More details from
Rosemary deddlib@hotmail.com

COST: £25 including a glass of sherry when
you arrive, as well as wine and canapes during
the interval
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BOXERCISE CLASS FOR MEN AND WOMEN

SWIG News

We have some exiting talks and events coming up
beginning with:
Tuesday 9 October Harvest Supper with a Difference
Rather than the traditional Harvest Supper we have
decided to have a Fish & Chip supper which will be
provided by Minna. It will be accompanied by Prosecco and
we will have apple puddings for afters.
Any of you who have tasted Pollock’s fare will know how
good it is.
The cost for Fish & Chips & mushy peas is £4 per person
for members and £9 per person for guests.
Mina’s batter is dairy & egg free so suitable for most
people, and she can also provide veggie & vegan burgers
as an alternative.
Please let Chris Ertl craftychris@hotmail.co.uk know if you
would like to come and the number of any guests, including
veggie/vegan requirements as this is one we will need to
have definite numbers for.
Thursday 13 November A Talk on Swifts
Chris Mason is coming to talk about Swifts and how we can
help to protect these amazing birds which are still coming
back to Somerton every year from sub-Saharan Africa
Chris lives in Kirtlington and is the co-ordinator of the
Cherwell Swift Conservation Project
Tuesday 11 December Panto Trip
We will be going to see Dick Whittington & His Cat at the
Oxford Playhouse. The current cost is £20.83 but we have
a few tickets spare and the more that go the lower the cost,
so if you fancy a fun night out and haven’t already booked,
get in touch with Rebecca Leece now –
Rebecca.leece@yahoo.co.uk
Open to everyone

Why not join
Ramblers?
Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers help local people enjoy
walking and protect the places we all love to walk. We
organise regular walks to suit all abilities– a great way to get
outside, make new friends and discover how walking boosts
your health and happiness. For more information contact
Mary goutur@tiscali.co.uk
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A combination of aerobic and anaerobic exercise,
specifically in boxing style training.
Burn the most calories in this hard hitting , exciting
class.
Get fit
Burn fat
Relieve stress
All levels of fitness and abilities.
Adults £6 per class—Teenagers £4
When/where?
Mondays 7.30-8.30pm
Upper Heyford Sports Centre
Izzard Road
Upper Heyford
OX25 5HD
Contact:

Adrian-tkd@hotmail.co.uk

07979524923
See you in class!

Sharon's Plants
Established 1984
Your local grower
perennials, seasonal, shrubs,
and Lots more
Heyford Park, Upper Heyford
Tel:01869232880 / 07787120285

The Holcombe
Studio
High Street
Deddington
OX15 0SL

PolkaDots

Hair Design

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: Polkadotsuk@ymail.com

Bookkeeping
Email Marketing
Database Management
Any other admin
Discounted rates for any business based on Heyford Park
and the surrounding villages
Give me a call to see how I can help
01869 233932
07855 326964
email: anna@annasadmin.co.uk
www.annasadmin.co.uk
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Events Calendar - At a Glance
Tuesday 9th October

SWIG Harvest Supper

Wednesday 10th October

Warreners Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm—Film

Wednesday 17th October

Heyfords WI Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm

Saturday 20th October

Souldern Market, Village Hall at 9.30 to 12 noon

Tuesday 23rd October

Royal British Legion talk by Bill King, Upper Heyford Reading Room
The Role of the Australian Flying Corps 7.30pm

Sunday 28th October

Heyford Park Halloween Fun Day from 2pm Community Garden

Wednesday 31st October

Heyford Park Residents Association, Community Centre, 7—9pm

Saturday 3rd November

Treasures from the Royal Windsor Castle Collection
Presented by OLIVER EVERETT, 6pm Somerton Church

Sunday 11th November

Remembrance Sunday
9.30am Lower Heyford followed at 10.45 in Upper Heyford Cemetery

Tuesday 3rd November

SWIG - A talk on Swifts by Chris Mason, Cherwell Swift Conservation
Project

Wednesday
14th November

Warreners Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm—Quiz

Saturday 17th November

Souldern Christmas Market in the Church 10am—1pm

Wednesday
21st November

Heyfords WI Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm

Saturday 24th November

Somerton Christmas Bazaar 2pm details later

Wednesday
28th November

Heyford Park Residents Association, Community Centre, 7—9pm

Sunday 2nd December

Katharine House Santa Fun Run

Saturday 8th December

Heyford Park Christmas Bazaar at the Chapel 1030am—3pm
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