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Angela Harris & Jane Bower delighted a large audience at St Mary’s Upper Heyford with their portrayal of the roles of
Dame Julian of Norwich and Margery Kempe based on 14th century writings of both characters.
Valley News is delivered FREE to every household in:
Caulcott – Heyford Park – Lower Heyford - Somerton – Upper Heyford
Editor: Ian Lough-Scott, The Rickyard, Upper Heyford, Bicester OX25 5LH
Telephone: 01869 232788 Email: ianloughscott@btinternet.com
Treasurer: Catherine Mullineux, 9 Eady Drive, Heyford Park, Upper Heyford, Bicester OX25 5TU
Telephone: 01869 233006 Email: cmullineux@btinternet.com
Also published on line www.upperheyford.com or www.heyfordresidents.org.uk/valley-news/

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk

Church Services in the Valley
Ardley
St Mary

Fritwell
St Olave

Lower Heyford
& Caulcott
St Mary

Somerton
St James

Souldern
ABVM

4-Jun

8.30am
1662 HC

11am
Morning
Prayer
4pm
Messy Church

11am
1662 HC

6pm
Evensong

11am
Matins

11Jun

9.30am
HC

8.30am
1662 HC

11am Family
Worship

9.30am
Sunday
Club

11am
Sung HC

11am
Morning
Service

18Jun

9.30am
Morning
Prayer

9:30
Family
Communion

11:00 Morning
Prayer

11:00
Matins
& HC

8.30am
1662 HC

11am
Morning
Service

25Jun

9:30
Morning
Service

6:30pm
Songs of
Praise

11am Family
Communion

9.30
Family
Service

10:30
Family
Church

8:30am 1662
HC

11am All Age
Service

2-Jul

8.30am
1662 HC

11am
Morning
Prayer
4pm
Messy Church

11am
1662 HC

6pm
Evensong

11am
Matins

9:30
Holy
Communion

11am
Communion

9-Jul

9.30am
HC

8.30am
1662 HC

11am Family
Worship

9.30am
Sunday
Club

11am
Sung HC

11am
Morning
Service

16-Jul

9.30am
Morning
Prayer

9:30
Family
Communion

11:00 Morning
Prayer

11:00
Matins
& HC

8.30am
1662 HC

11am
Morning
Service

23-Jul

9:30
Morning
Service

6pm
Evensong

11am
Family
Communion

9.30
Family
Service

10:30
Family
Church

30-Jul

Upper Heyford
St Mary
The Chapel

9:30
Holy
Communion

8.30am 1662
HC

11am Benefice Communion - HPC - Alex Baptism

Thursday 13th July 2017 7.30pm
at St. Edburg’s Church, Bicester
During the meeting Bishop Steven will be
sharing his vision for Oxford Diocese and
sharing in a time of open questions
Refreshments served during the evening

11am
Communion

11am
All Age
Service

BENEFICE OFFICE
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687
NEW OFFICE HOURS Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30 –2.30

Tel: 01869 233687

To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687 administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency
please telephone 01869 233249 or 07889 444 616

PILGRIMAGE—LIVE AND WELL
Throughout Europe there is a resurgence of pilgrimage. Modern life is pressing young and old to walk with a purpose.
The book of Hebrews in the Bible reminds us that we are strangers and pilgrims here on earth, in search of our
heavenly country. Hebrews 11v13.
There is the stunning image portrayed in the Gospels of Our Lord walking and talking with His disciples across the
landscape of Palestine. In Luke’s Gospel, chapter 24, we find Jesus walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus with two of his
disciples as He explained to them the resurrection truth. In return the disciples exclaimed, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while He talked with us on the road”.
It is this account that has so deeply resonated with Christian pilgrims over the centuries because many of the lessons
and experiences from the Emmaus event are common to anyone who has made a pilgrimage. Theirs is the God who
said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk with them”. This gives us a portrait of a God who travels and a God
who with us His people.
Geoffrey Chaucer, a civil servant serving at the Royal Court during the 14th century, wrote, as we know, the ‘The
Canterbury Tales’. Here a band of pilgrims met up at the Taband Inn in Southwork, setting out on their pilgrimage to the
tomb of St Thomas Becket in Canterbury Cathedral. Not all these pilgrims though had the right attitude!
Today throughout the world pilgimages are taking place for each continent and island have their sacred sites. Walking
together, ‘on the way’ there is a need to accept and trust each other. Being out in the elements, allowing God’s creation
through the rain, sun, storms, cold and discomfort to build our character. On pilgrimage you sense that you are one of
many who have set out in faith, stretching back over the centuries. There is an understanding of a shared purpose and
identity in reaching a goal.
In many ways one’s own parish can become a valuable pilgrimage as, week by week, Christians down the ages have
made their way to worship Jesus Christ in their local church. Within the church building we are making a statement of
Christian faith as we enter into the Word and Sacrament. Here the pilgrims of past and present generations meet to
have their own ‘Jerusalem the golden’. Through songs of worship, readings from the life of our Lord, the Galilean
hillsides become alive, the pain of the Via Dolorosa takes shape and the empty tomb radiates light and by faith a
pilgrimage is made.
Within our Benefice there are so many sacred places not least the medieval labyrinth where pilgrims have walked to
journey with God. I am reminded of Ronald Blythe’s book entitled, Divine Landscapes where he writes, ‘There is
scarcely a field or hill, let alone a village or a town which cannot be read in both scripture and material terms’.
The Christian life is one which invites us to move forward seeing new horizons. In doing so, we carry within us the
Gospel message to fresh places and people. We need each other as pilgrims in this task. Along the journey, we come
across sign-posts from the earliest days of Christiandom. These pilgrim sites are like Christian stakes in the earth from
which we can draw inspiration and imagination for our own generation.
It is interesting to note that it was a Baptist minister, Thomas Cook, ‘father of the package tour’ who enthusiastically
promoted ‘Pilgrim Tours’ to the HOLY Land in the late 1800’s. Much more was done on foot than is today! Nevertheless
visiting, in any way, places of spiritual significance is worthwhile for ‘we travel to lose ourselves: and we travel next to
find ourselves’.
It was C.S. Lewis who reminds us that our pilgrimage on earth is so to set our sights on eternity; “Aim at heaven and you
get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you will get neither”. C.S. Lewis goes on to say, “These things; beauty, the memory
of our past….they are not the thing itself, they are only the scent of a flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we
have not heard, news from a country we have never visited”.
That country lies on a different shore and we are all pilgrims making our way home, and as we walk with Our Lord it is
good to remember a blessing said at Santiago Cathedral.
“Keep the pilgrim spirit always. Now go and live your lives without fear”
Sincerely yours, Geoff
Rev Stephen Griffiths

01869 222572

steph78griff@hotmail.com

Rev Geoff Price

01869 346262

geoffandhope@yahoo.com

Benefice Office

01869 233687

administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY
THE FORUM, UPPER HEYFORD READING ROOM
Tuesday 8th August 7.30pm

The Bronte Sisters by Grace Williams
Charlotte, Emily and Anne Brontë sisters and writers whose novels
have become classics. Anne's 'Agnes Grey' and Charlotte's 'Jane Eyre'
were published in 1847. Anne's second novel, 'The Tenant of
Wildfell Hall' and Emily's 'Wuthering Heights' were both published
in 1848.
Grace has a fascinating story to tell of three remarkable sisters,
so do please come along
A Cherwell Valley Benefice initiative

Walkers beware, your route may be cut off!
Oxfordshire County Council has announced that an order is in place to close
temporarily the footpath 388/6 west of Allens Lane, beneath the rail line beside
the river Cherwell. Appropriate signs are displayed.
The order is for railway bridge repair works which are expected to last 3
months (the order will remain in place for 6 months or until the works are
completed whichever is the sooner)
Traffic Regulation Team (Ref JaC) at OCC

Fancy a cuppa?
Would you like to meet new
people and make new
friends over a cuppa?
If you are 55 or over then
we would love to hear from
you. We have secured a
room at the Heyford Park
Community Centre (opposite the shop) on Tuesday
afternoons once a fortnight 2-3.30 If we get enough
interest. The only cost is for a cuppa!
Please contact Alan or Jo below if you are interested, we
look forward to hearing from you.
Volunteers needed for this session: Could you spare an
hour or two once a fortnight? If so please contact:
Alan: 01869 233449 alharr666@btinternet.com
Jo:

07734562028

allenjoke@aol.com

Bastille Weekend Festival
Friday 14th to Sunday 16th July
There will be 16 beers, 6 ciders
Live music throughput
And BBQ served on all days as well
We are yet to decide on witch charity we will support
this year.

Cell Talk, Palm Sunday, St Mary's Upper Heyford

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS

Dana Bagshaw's play
conjectures conversations
between two remarkable
women from Mediaeval
England - Julian of
Norwich, the first known
woman to be published and
Margery Kempe, the first
woman to dictate a
published autobiography.
It is almost certain that the
two women met at least
once. Bagshaw's play
delightfully constructs four
meetings spanning ten years. Kempe, has broken free from most of the
social chains constricting women. By contrast, Julian is an anchoress confined to her cell and inner contemplations. Their conversations
centre around their mystical experiences of Christ and the issue of
human sin.
That would appear a dull diet for a script-in-hand, ninety-minute play on
an unusually beautiful warm spring day, but not with these two talented
and spirited actors. Jane Bower, as Margery won the audience within
seconds - so convincing was her despair at having borne fourteen
children but having hardly 'lived' at all. Angela Harris, as Julian,
breathed a fully-dimensioned life into her physically confined character,
making her as immediate, warm and full of humour as one would ever
wish to converse with. The audience oscillated between laughing with
a raucous lack of inhibition and attending with reverent silence to the
fascinating dialogues between them.
Small wonder the play won its writer awards, though, for me,
Bagshaw's script - mercifully avoiding old English! - was more 'literary'
than 'conversational' prose. Fortunately the actors inhabited their
characters so convincingly the play flowed easily and smoothly. It was
entertaining identifying with their separate personas and their
developing relationship. What they had in common was their
transcendental visceral experience of Christ. The passages which dealt
with such precious direct sacred knowledge were extremely moving.
They had a credibility and authenticity suited perfectly to the church
staging.
Margery's predisposition for erotic fantasy and more earthbound
delights was delightfully countered by Julian's grounded realism and
effervescent joy. Their interactions became 'earth and mirth' to the
delight of the audience. Therein, however, the writer's skill showed its
subtlety: our mortality - though unglamorous and untidy, is - as Julian
assured us, no less capable of reaching out to heaven. Indeed, it is our
very sin which is essential to understanding the mystery of God. The
play illustrated this as only live theatre can, with lucidity we can feel.
Margery, the mobile, pilgrim mystic, recognises the religious
knowledge gained through her travels, matches closely that of the
contemplative anchoress. Furthermore, confinement to the cell avoids
the risk of being jailed or burned as a Lollard! If travel broadens the
mind, contemplation doesn't necessarily narrow it!
Perhaps, sin is indeed necessary (a relief to most of us!) as Julian
claims Christ said to her and, "All shall be well and All manner of Thing
Shall Be Well". God's omnibenevolence and identification as our
'mother' is as optimistic and positive a thought as one might wish to
have at the start of Easter.
The church is to be congratulated for providing a perfect context and
professional staging of this thoughtful play - with such a competent
production and attention to detail. (Who did those lovely, authentically
old-English flowers!)
Gwilym Scourfield

(times shown are for Heyford Park, Heyford
villages will vary slightly)
Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford
Monday to Friday
05.51; 06.51; 07.54; 09.05; 10.15; 11.15;
12.15; 13.15; 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.38;
18.40
Saturdays
06.20; 07.20; 08.15 and then at quarter past
each hour till 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33;
18.35
Bus Services from Heyford Park
to Bicester
Monday to Friday
06.17; 07.12; 08.24; 09.28; 10.43; 11.43;
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;
17.57; 19.02; 19.54
Saturdays
06.45; 07.43;; 08.43; 09;43; 10.43; 11.43;
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;17.57;
19.02; 19.59
Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park
Monday to Friday
06.35; 07.45; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past
each hour every hour till 15.05; 16.10; 17.15;
18.25; and 19.20
Saturdays
07.05 and then at five past each hour till
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.20
Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford
Park
Monday to Friday
06.35; 07.35; 08.50; 10.00 and then on each
hour from till 1500; 16.03; 17.15; 18.20;
19.20
Saturdays
07.05; 08.00 and then on the hour each hour
till 15.00; 16.03; 17.15;18.20; 1920
Monday Healthy Heyford Walks
Why not join us!
We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55
am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for
approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6
miles in length unless otherwise stated.
It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we
walk!

Poetry Corner
Alice Walker (born 9th February 1944) is an internationally celebrated writer, poet and
political activist whose books include seven novels, four collections of short stories,
four children’s books, and volumes of essays and poetry. She won the Pulitzer Prize
for her third novel, The Color Purple which was subsequently adapted into a critically
acclaimed film in 1985 directed by Steven Spielberg, featuring Oprah Winfrey and
Whoopi Goldberg. Her works are known for their portrayals of the African American
woman's life. She depicts vividly the sexism, racism and poverty that make that life
often a struggle. But she also portrays, as part of that life, the strengths of family,
community, self-worth, and spirituality.
We Alone

Poem At Thirty-Nine

We alone can devalue gold
by not caring
if it falls or rises
in the marketplace.
Wherever there is gold
there is a chain, you know,
and if your chain
is gold
so much the worse
for you.

How I miss my father.
I wish he had not been
so tired
when I was
born.

Feathers, shells
and sea-shaped stones
are all as rare.
This could be our revolution:
To love what is plentiful
as much as
what is scarce.

Writing deposit slips and checks
I think of him.
He taught me how.
This is the form,
he must have said:
the way it is done.
I learned to see
bits of paper
as a way
to escape
the life he knew
and even in high school
had a savings
account.
He taught me
that telling the truth
did not always mean
a beating;
though many of my truths

must have grieved him
before the end.
How I miss my father!
He cooked like a person
dancing
in a yoga meditation
and carved the voluptuous
sharing
of good food.
Now I look and cook just like him:
my brain light;
tossing this and that
into the pot;
seasoning none of my life
the same way twice: happy to feed
whoever strays my way.
He would have grown
to admire
the woman I’ve become:
cooking, writing, chopping wood,
staring into the fire.

Hansa Menzies
The Forum, held every month or so in Upper Heyford Reading Room, is an entertaining and educating evening.
If you haven’t attended one, why not come along on 8th August, when the speaker will be Grace Williams on the Bronte sisters.
At the Last Forum, Dr Michael Rodgers of Lower Heyford, gave a most interesting talk on his long career as an editor of scientific
books, and the importance of the relationship of the editor with brilliant scientific minds. Michael talked specifically about the books
listed below, and if anyone has a particular interest in any of the books, please contact Michael on: michael.rodgers5@btinternet.com
Jeremy Bernstein, The Life It Brings: one physicist’s beginnings
Richard Dawkins, The Selfish Gene
P W Atkins, Physical Chemistry
Richard L Gregory (Editor), The Oxford Companion to the Mind
Michael Rowan-Robinson, Cosmic Landscape: voyages back along the photon’s track
P J Salter, J K A Bleasdale, & Others (from the National Vegetable Research Station), Know & Grow Vegetables
Richard Dawkins, The Extended Phenotype: the gene as the unit of selection
P W Atkins, Creation Revisited
Marian Stamp Dawkins, Unravelling Animal Behaviour
Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker
Michael Rowan-Robinson, Fire & Ice: the nuclear winter
John Emsley, The Consumer’s Good Chemical Guide: a jargon-free guide to the chemicals of everyday life
James D Watson, Genes, Girls and Gamow
Nick Lane, Oxygen: the molecule that made the world
Kathleen Taylor, Brainwashing: the science of thought control
Peter Atkins, Galileo’s Finger: the ten great ideas of science
Michael Rodgers, Publishing and the Advancement of Science: from selfish genes to Galileo’s finger

Deddington Farmers Market
in north Oxfordshire, one of the largest farmers'
markets in the country. Featuring over 40 stalls, it
offers the very best in locally produced beer, bread,
crafts, eggs, fish, flowers, fruit, meat, preserves, and
much more.
www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk

LOWER HEYFORD

The Friends of Heyford Station

Memories of June Dale

Proposed car parking charges at Heyford Station
The Friends committee hosted an informal* meeting on the
station with three representatives of GWR on 22nd April
(*they arrived on the 09:06 & departed on the returning
June was born at The Forge in Kirtlington, the youngest of
09:49) and they firmly advised us that the company’s
Leslie and Annie Kirtland’s seven children. Leslie was the
current policy is to now introduce charging at all of its
village blacksmith, vicar’s warden and captain of the bell hitherto “free” car parks.
tower at Kirtlington church. All the family used to go to
church on Sunday morning and the children to Sunday In the light of this, GWR has confirmed that car parking
school in the afternoon. June went to the village school charges will shortly be implemented at Heyford.
However, before this happens, the previously proposed
where she met Chris when he moved to Kirtlington School
range & structure of these charges will be reassessed - to
from Lower Heyford at the age of 11.
take into account the various constructive points that we
June always used to tell the tale of when she and Chris have raised with GWR.
went to the cinema in Bicester, and when they came out At the time of writing we were awaiting further contact from
Chris’ bike had been stolen, so they had to cycle home on GWR.
June’s bike. She was sitting on the saddle and every time
Sunday trains are back at Heyford!
the pedals went round it hit her ankle, but she didn’t
From 21st May until 10th September GWR is running a
complain about it!
limited Oxford/Banbury service on Sundays. The train
June left school when she was 14 and went on the bus to times from Heyford are:
Oxford and worked in the Ministry of Food, the DVLA and to Banbury at 10:13 at 14:33 at 17:32
then St John’s College until she got married to Chris in to Oxford at 11:14 at 16:14 at 18:15
Kirtlington Church on 5th September 1953. They spent
The full timetable for Heyford services (timetable E2) can
their honeymoon in Paignton in Devon, then set up home in
be accessed via this link https://www.gwr.com/planLane End, Hook Norton, where they had their first journey/train-times Please be aware that engineering work
daughter, Elizabeth, They then moved to Fir Tree Farm in sometimes takes place at weekends, when the rail service
Caulcott, where Chris took over the farm from his father will be replaced by a (slower) bus service - which will pick
and had two more daughters, Jane and Catherine.
up & drop off in the station car park. In view of this it is
June was a wonderful cook and enjoyed knitting lovely advisable to always check on the National Rail website
Aran jumpers and cardigans for the whole family. She before setting off on your journey.
would pack a good lunch or tea for Chris in the harvest field
Promotional rail fares
and the girls would run down the fields to take it to him.
June loved children and used to enjoy helping at Kirtlington Those of you who are familiar with rail fare-booking
websites such as National Rail & Trainline will know that
playgroup with Caroline Robinson for many years.
the best fares can often be obtained if booked well in
When her girls grew up she joined the Heyfords WI, where
advance. However, what these sites do not guide you
she was a member until recently and was renowned for her towards are the special promotional fares that some train
lemon drizzle cake.
operators separately offer.
June was always very proud of her four grandchildren,
Katie, Lucy, Alice and Jessica, and their achievements and One such example of this type of fare is the Cherwell
Valley Day Ranger - which is valid for 1 day (only valid on
that they kept in touch with her despite living a long
Saturdays, Sundays & Bank Holidays), offering unlimited
distance away. She was so pleased that she managed to
travel on the routes below:
travel to Manchester to go to Lucy and Dan’s wedding last Banbury to Oxford, Banbury to Didcot, Banbury to Reading.
May. There was nothing that June loved more than having
The fares for these routes are significantly lower than the
all her family together.
standard fares and can be seen at this link: http://
Chris, Elizabeth, Jane, Catherine and family would like to www.nationalrail.co.uk/times_fares/
thank all friends and neighbours for their kindness and pr323b6f4ef649f0a1637491d6ae3cfb.aspx
messages of sympathy following the sad loss of June.
Special thanks to Rev Brian Wood who conducted the
service and L Hartness for their efficiency and kindness.
Many thanks also for all the donations to Kirtlington
church in June’s memory.
Please accept this as a personal acknowledgement.

For example the adult fare for the Banbury/Oxford Ranger
is only £3.25 - compared to the standard return fare (from
Heyford to Oxford) of £4.90. Additionally the usual railcard
discounts also apply. When travelling from Heyford, these
discounted tickets can be purchased either on the train or
at the destination station.
Peter John

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE:
WHO ARE WE?
We’re an independent hospice
supporting
people
and their
families facing life-limiting illnesses.
We care for almost 300 people at
any one time in their own homes, in
care homes, at our hospice or in
the hospital, and we’re available to a population of over
155,000
people
in
North
Oxfordshire,
South
Northamptonshire and South Warwickshire.
We’re a registered charity and all of our services are free
of charge to patients and their families.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
MIDNIGHT WALK 2017 – PLEASE SIGN UP NOW!
Our Midnight walk will take place on Saturday 24th June.
This year's theme is 'Animals', so bring your rabbit ears,
slip in to a zebra onesie, or join your friends in a giant
Celebrating victory at Kidlington’s ground
caterpillar. Whatever shape, size, or type of animal you
choose, you're sure to have a memorable Midnight Walk!
Heyford Atletic win the President’s Cup
Heyford completed a memorable first season in the Please sign up today and help raise money for people and
Oxfordshire Senior League, winning the President’s Cup families facing life-limiting illness in our community. Sign
and finishing runners up in the premier division in their first up at www.khh.org.uk/midnight-walk
season at the highest level since the club’s formation in FESTIVAL OF OPEN GARDENS – MAY - SEPTEMBER
1950. Congratulations to all concerned
2017

HEYFORDS WI
The May meeting of all Women’s Institutes
in the land is special because it deals with
Resolutions an important aspect of the
work of the WI nationally.
Over 91,000 shortlist selections were received, and of
these just two go forward to Annual Meeting held this year
in Liverpool.
This year the two selected resolutions were:
•

Alleviating loneliness - for the WI to work alongside
health and social care to raise awareness of the
causes of loneliness.

•

Plastic soup: Keep micro plastic fibres out of our
ocean - micro plastic fibres are shed from synthetic
clothing with every wash and are the main
contributors to micro plastic contamination of the
oceans.

We have a meal and talk about the two resolutions before
deciding which one in our view had the greatest merit, on
this occasion Plastic Soup, because of our concerns
about pollution of the oceans.
Lynn provided a delightful meal, a cottage pie followed by
a rhubarb crumble supplied by Veronica, and we enjoyed
a glass of wine too.
A lovely evening together, do think about joining us.

Our Festival of Open Gardens is back from May to
September with over 30 gardens open. This year we also
have some fantastic garden talks from renowned local
gardeners, as well as a flower festival, not to mention teas
and home-made cakes at many of the gardens. More
information at www.khh.org.uk/gardens, or call us on
01295 816 484.
Festival of Open Gardens Dates:
27 & 28 May - South Newington
4 June - Adderbury
17 & 18 June - Swerford
18 June - Deddington
2 July - Bledington
6 August - Heyford Park
5, 7 & 9 September - Broughton Grange
17 September - Bloxham

Pop-up Cafe
St Mary’s Lower Heyford
Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh
coffee or tea, home made sandwiches and cake
Open to all during term time, advisable to check if
happening on a particular date by contacting Emily
at emilyannedaly@gmail.com
Free of charge although donations towards running costs
gratefully received

Coarse gardening
My current gardening obsession is Tulipa sprengeri. This is a beautiful, elegant, late-flowering wild tulip, the latest of all,
in fact, sometimes waiting until June. The flowers are a deep scarlet, called a ‘unique glowing red’ by the Pacific Bulb
Society, its outer segments having a golden sheen. It is described, almost everywhere you find it mentioned, as ‘rare
and expensive’. Nevertheless, I have a little colony of them thriving under the big apple tree. The leaves are narrow
and grass-green, not the broad grey-green blades of cultivated tulips, and the stems slender and stiff. It will grow in the
shade and in long grass. It is a far cry from Max Bygraves’ ‘Chew Lips from Amsterdam’.
Mine look as though they have multiplied and bulked up from just three bulbs. There are twenty flower stems this year,
including a stout one with three flower buds on it. Where and when I bought them I cannot recall, which is no doubt due
to Freudian guilt, as they cost several pounds per bulb. The cheapest source on line currently offers them for £3.50
each; Bob Brown, of Cotswold Gardens, asks £7.00... It’s hard to see how you could have a garden full, but people do
and there is a way: the flowers are succeeded by very stylish seed pods which look like little Sci-Fi space ships, full of
flat, brown seeds, which, after being frozen and stratified in the winter, will germinate freely. I hadn’t got around to taking them seriously until last year (in fact, I have stupidly mowed over the patch where they grow on at least two occasions in the past), when I harvested the seeds and sowed them in trays which were left outside. This March, up they
came like a crop of tiny salad onions - hundreds of them.
So now what? I am not the only one with seedlings. There is an interesting sequence of comments about them on the
Scottish Rock Garden Club site on line. One respondent says, ‘They germinate with me always the next spring. And of
course I left them outside, just dug the pot into the ground only showing the rim.’ A reply says,’...I find they quickly pull
down to the bottom of the pot - if left for 2/3 years they will escape through the holes in the bottom!’ A comment from
Denmark - ‘By learning I now use a 30 cm tall pot... They flower in about three years. Even in such a deep pot some
bulbs will escape in a couple of years.’ Mine are in shallow trays. Oh, dear. I did have lots of Long Tom pots, but sent
them for recycling, drat it. Rodger Whitlock, from British Columbia, Canada, says, ‘I advise pot growing because, in my
experience, germination is usually better in the controlled conditions of a pot... Seedling tulip bulbs are quite small; giving them an extra season in the protected environment of a pot allows them to size up, so when planted out a greater
fraction will establish.’ Okay, thanks, Rodger; pity you can’t spell your name properly.
I pulled out a seedling to examine it: the bulb is about the size of a grain of rice, with a long, thread-like root - which must
be contractile, if the bulblets can pull themselves down and even escape. Mature bulbs bury themselves very deeply, I
know. Another good tip is this: ‘I killed my first seedlings after 2 years in a pot in the sunniest part of my garden. They
are really good in the forest shade and shrivel in the sun.’ So that’s why my little colony is so happy under the apple
tree. Good. We have plenty of shady places.
Roma, from Aberdeen, reports, ‘I should not say this but I have so many now I try to weed most of them out.’ What?
No, indeed you shouldn’t say that! There will be paroxysms of furious envy in the gardening fraternity. I agree with Maren: ‘Hi, Roma, at between £4 and £8 per bulb to buy in this country, I would quite like to have an abundance’. So would
I. Dan Pearson, writing in The Guardian in 2008, remarks, ‘...I found that the bulbs are expensive and rarely offered in
bulk by wholesale bulb specialists. Like the named forms of snowdrop, you don’t have the option of buying by the hundred and splashing the garden with a drift. Yet there is a built-in contradiction, for in all the books T. sprengeri is heralded for its ability to
seed and naturalise, even, it was rumoured, in grass. This is rare in a
tulip...‘ Sure is.
Axel, in Bayreuth, Germany, asks, ‘Why was this extremely fertile tulip
only found once in the wild?’ Well, it wasn’t, even though The Pacific
Bulb Society says it was: ‘Tulipa sprengeri is a tulip with a more than
usually interesting history in cultivation. A single bulb was found in a
shipment to the Dutch bulb firm of Van Tubergen before World War
I. It has been traced to the region around Amasya (in Northern Turkey) but has never again been found in the wild...’ The latter part is
true, and Kew Gardens are helping the Turks with a re-introduction
programme. It turns out that Kew’s stock of Sprenger’s tulip is genetically diverse and cannot possibly have been derived from just one
bulb. It looks much more likely that so many were dug up and sent
abroad that the original native population was depleted to extinction.
Why is it so ‘rare and expensive’? The main reason seems to be
down to its habit of burrowing deep into the soil, to the point where it is
the very devil to dig up and is not a commercial proposition. And the
mature bulbs are small and don’t look worth the money anyway and
nor do they multiply well vegetatively - though mine have made nice
little clumps. The best way is to grow them from seed, and then you
have to wait three to four years before you are likely to see a
flower. Commercial growers can’t be bothered. So we are left with
DIY. And there it is: look four years ahead - another good reason why
old gardeners are so reluctant to die...
Happy gardening. Keep on keeping on. Roger (note spelling)
Burt.

to take part in, including rounders, Quadkids (4 athletic
skills) and swimming. We are also being visited by a
It seems a while since I let you
cricket coach, who will be working with the children over
know how our children have
the coming weeks.
been doing with their sporting
Our annual Sports’ Week will take place from June 19th
achievements, so I thought I
onwards. The children take part in some form of sporting
would give you an update.
activity every day, including competing in the school
Our OFSTED inspector said
Sports’ Day. We have also chosen to take part in the
that we have spent our annual
Bicester Healthy Town Project and as part of that are
sports’ grant well, in upskilling Fritwell School
sending children “out for a run” between lessons to keep
our teachers and providing
opportunities for our children to take part in a variety of them focussed and motivated.
competitions and festivals. All year groups have taken part
and we enter as many events as we can.
Obviously, being a small school, we don’t always have
cohorts of children who are particularly sporty, but we are
very proud of the fact that they all “have a go” and show
great determination and resilience. Our children are also
great sportsmen and it is always a pleasure, as a teacher,
to accompany them to events as their behaviour and
manners are impeccable.
The children take part in a big variety of sports and
activities, including dance, athletics, hockey, cricket and
rugby. At the moment football seems to be the main sport
with our Year 3 and 4 team having attended the county
finals at the beginning of the month. They played brilliantly Our Year 6 Football Team
and although they didn’t win, it’s amazing to think they
were one of the top 20 primary school teams in the county. We think it’s really important to teach the children how to
Our Year 6 team has been taking part in the Partnership be good sportsmen and encourage them to accept the
League, so have been playing regularly over the past few decisions of referees and umpires without discussion and
weeks. This is a team of inexperienced players, who are to thank the organisers of the events. So many people
representing our school well and who are playing with give up their free time so the children in the county can
increased confidence and skill. Thanks have to go to the enjoy these opportunities and a “thank you” goes a long
parents of these children, who not only help with transport, way to them knowing they are appreciated.
but have also been training the children at the weekend. Debbie McLeod, Headteacher
Again, although the children aren’t always winners, we’re
Community Education at the Marlborough
very proud of them.
Check out our children’s sporting achievements by visiting School, Woodstock
We run an extensive programme of courses for adults
our Facebook page.
We are having an Open Morning on June 15th, with a within the school all year round (apart from school
"Stay and Play" for Nursery age children. Please holidays).
A full weekly programme of courses begins in
telephone the School Office to book a place.
September.
News from the School
We’re in the last term for this academic year and we’re We still have spaces on the following courses if you would
like to join you will pay pro rata:
already looking ahead to next year.
Yoga (Tues 4.30pm, Wed 7pm, Thurs 9.30am)
Open Morning
th
Our annual Open Morning is taking place on June 16 . Badminton for All (Mon 7-8.30pm)
Over the past few years we’ve looked at a variety of ways Singing for the Terrified (Tues 6-7pm)
to present our school in the best light-showcasing the Song Threads Beginners Choir (Tues 7-8pm)
Celebrations!

children’s talents, having presentations from senior
members of staff, bringing governors in for a cup of tea and
a chat-but have decided the best thing is for the visitors to
experience the school as it runs from day to day. So we
won’t be having brass bands and gimmicky activities going
on. Instead we will be offering tours, at 10:00am and
11:00am, of our school, which has “a culture of challenge
and aspiration” (OFSTED 2017) and where the children are
polite and hard working. If you would like to have a look
around, or know of anyone else looking for a nursery or
school place, please telephone the school office on
018693452843 to join one of the tours.

Pricing and length of courses can be found on our website
or in our brochure.
We are currently planning our 2017-18 offer and this will
be available on our website and via email from mid-July.
Printed copies will start going out from the end of July.
If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure when
it is published please telephone 01993 813592 or email
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk. All our
courses are competitively priced to give our students great
value for money.
For up to date and comprehensive information about
availability on courses please see the school website
(www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed). As courses
become full they are listed for your information.

Sporting Events
As I’ve reported previously, the children in our school have
the opportunity to take part in many sporting events and Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator
have done really well again this year in reaching area and Marlborough C of E School, Community Education
county finals. Our older children still have several events Tel: 01993 813592

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association
It has been an extremely busy year for the Community Garden at Heyford Park. Easter Egg Hunt, Open Gardens,
Queen's Birthday, Community BBQ, Eye Ball Hunt in October and what has now become an annual event the
Christmas Bazaar in the Chapel on the first Saturday of December.
All of these events are organized for the whole of the community and surrounding villages, and are very well attended
and enjoyed by all who come.
Last year we saw the raised bed put in at a height for easy access for disabled and wheel chair users, which completes
the concept for a true community garden for all to enjoy , and a fairy garden was created for the little ones and is really
enjoyed by them. A roof has been built over the BBQ area, and it is hoped to install a solar power source so that we can
have lighting for the evening social gatherings and power for some sort of music. Many people have donated plants,
items to decorate the garden (a concrete Humpty Dumpty , which is still waiting for its forever home on the garden) and
a half plastic barrel for a solar powered water feature.
Last summer I applied to Tesco Bags of Help, and was so surprised when in late November I was notified that we had
been accepted and so people voted for our garden and we received grant aid of £2000 . Initially we had hoped to spent
half on furniture and the other half on setting up a community orchard . Although we were told by Dorchester that they
would give us a piece of land for this, and we were given fruit trees by Wyvale Garden Centre, Dorchester then changed
their minds, so we are stuck with various fruit trees without a place to plant them!. So all of the grant from Tesco was
spent on furniture for the garden. It is matches the picnic bench and the tree seat that was donated by Dorchester to
honour Chris Mullineux for all the work he did in bringing the community of Heyford Park together. Also we, as the
community wanted to show how much we all cared about him, and so we raised enough money to have Chris' name in
lights as a firework at the display run by the free school.
At our latest Yard Sale, organized by Kate Henderson, the newly formed Youth Group used the garden space to set up
and sell many items to raise funds. This was organized by Dave Beesley, Tom Beckett, Ian and Tracey Ridley.
Many use the garden now for picnics, BBQ's and just to sit and relax, which was our initial idea so it is pleasing to see it
has worked and is working to bring the community together and it isn't fractured by new builds and old, newbie's and old
residents. We are a whole community not a fractured one.
The Community Garden Funds are now healthy, although we still need to buy certain items a leaf blower is most urgent
as we have 8 mature trees in the garden, and we are still hoping that Dorchester will change their minds and lease us
land for an orchard and also in the future micro allotments, as green and pleasant places are needed as well as houses !
UPCOMING EVENTS: Gardens Open July 9th, Community BBQ August 27TH, EYE BALL HUNT OCTOBER 29TH,
Christmas Bazaar Dec. 2nd.

On Mondays at Heyford Park Chapel
10:00am ‘Loose Ends’ Coffee, Chat & Craft
2:00pm ‘Connections’
7:30pm ‘Create faith in Art’ reflecting creatively on
the ‘I am...’ sayings

Children’s Groups Heyford Park
Wednesday
10.00am Heyford Ark (Parent & Toddler) followed by
Lighthouse cafe at 11.30
6pm God’s Gang (Youth Group)
Friday
4.30pm Kids Church (Reception year 5)
7.00pm Epic (9-12 year olds)

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
Upper Heyford 200 Club

SPEEDWATCH
Volunteers needed for Heyford Park and Upper Heyford
Village
The Parish Council now has 2 Speed guns and signs for
community use. We need teams of 3 to undertake
SPEEDWATCH sessions. Free training given. If you are
concerned about the amount of speeding traffic please
consider becoming part of a SPEEDWATCH team. You
don't have to commit very much time but if you could offer
1 or 2 hours once a month that would be fantastic.
We need YOU to ensure that everyone adheres to the
speed limit and that it doesn't take an accident or a child
getting run over to help people think when they drive too
fast in an inappropriate setting. We look forward to hearing from you. Please contact:
Heyford Park: Leigh McCarron - leighmcc15@yahoo.co.uk
Upper Heyford Village: Mary Goodman - (01869) 23 2722

Veronica announced at the Annual Parish Meeting that
she was going to hang up her hat at Christmas after 25
years. The 200 Club started as a football club fund raiser,
however, it soon looked like petering out so Veronica took
the job on, mainly to raise funds for the Over 60s
Christmas Party, which the WI had started in the 1950s. In
recent years Christmas presents replaced the party, and
just a couple of years ago, it changed to Over 75s.
The 200 Club has generally raised £1300 to £1400 a year,
so over £30,000 has been raised for village causes, mainly
the church fabric fund, Warreners Christmas Party, Over
60s & 75s Christmas presents, the football club, and
various smaller donations including to charities.
It has been a most worthwhile and rewarding pastime, and
Veronica would like to thank all members for their support
over the years (a few for the full 25 years!) and especially
those who collected on her behalf, Maureen, Marilyn, and
Lionel. As Veronica said at the meeting some parishioners
will probably heave a sigh of relief that she will be able to
pass by without the need to ask for money!
May winners:
1st 137
Marilyn Smith
£30
2nd 67
Jo Obourne
£20
3rd 169
Dennis Hedges
£10
This month’s draw was made by Brian & Sheila Boardman

Are you interested in a village football team?
At the annual parish meeting I
reported that the committee of
Heyford Utd FC (Chris Scarrott,
chairman; Ian Lough-Scott,
Secretary/treasurer; Jo Allen,
committee) has stepped down as
from the end of the 2016/17 season.
This follows from a difficult few seasons when several
managers have become frustrated and left mid-season
and a general apathy on the part of the players when it
comes to maintaining the facilities to the required
standards. The Amenities Management Committee (AMC)
(acting on behalf of the parish council) is responsible for
the care of the village hall & pavilion plus the storage
container. It intends to impose strict conditions on the use
of the pavilion to ensure that in future the facilities are kept
in good order.
If you are interested in running a village team (it’s not just
adult men remember, it could be a boys, girls or women’s
team) please contact the clerk of the parish council, Jack
Goodman, regarding the use of the ground. I would be
pleased to give advice on administrative matters, please
note that a team should be registered with the Oxfordshire
Football Association by July 1st.
If no-one comes forward the club funds (about £1000) will
be transferred to the Community Fund for safe keeping.
Ian Lough-Scott 232788

Warreners
We celebrated Barbara’s 80th birthday at the April meeting
with a birthday cake and the singing of Happy Birthday
Barbara.
Our musical entertainer couldn’t come as planned so we
had an unusual quiz, guess the chocolate from the
description - wise guys? Answer Smarties - followed by
bingo and refreshments.
We then celebrated Terry’s 80th at the May meeting with
cake and Happy Birthday Terry.
Colin Oakes a regular speaker at our meetings, gave an
entertaining talk on London’s bridges, and we soon
learned that there are many more than we thought!
At the June meeting Troy from Age UK will be bringing the
game of Boccia, always good fun and competitive!

Barbara & Terry celebrate special birthdays

Sunday June 18, 2—6pm
Upper Heyford Village Hall & Recreation Field
The appalling murder of MP Jo Cox last
summer at the time of the EU referendum is a
terrible stain on our country’s democratic
process and freedom of speech. Jo’s family
and friends have resolved to channel their grief
into something positive, to work to bring
communities closer together at a time when
many seek to divide.

So let’s do our bit to celebrate the tragically short life of Jo Cox and all that she stood for - love and
tolerance, not hatred and division.
There will cream teas (£2.50) from 2pm and an afternoon of joy for all ages to mingle and chat and
an opportunity for all of us to appreciate how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful and peaceful
place.
Bring your own drinks and nibbles with you and enjoy an afternoon of camaraderie and fun

Veronica & Ian 232788

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting
th

4 March

In celebration of the birthday of the
late Craig Lord. ‘We love you and
miss you so much.’ Canary and
Thomas xxx.’

9th March

In celebration of the 50th birthday of
Mike Hardcastle. ‘Wishing you health
and happiness, with love from
Margaret.’ XX.

14th March

In memory of the late Mrs Sarah Brain
who passed away 45 years ago
today. ‘Lots of love.’ From her
daughter, Ann.

16th March

In memory of the late Matthew James
who died in 1973. From Mum, Dad,
Paul, Debbie and Grace, ‘with love.’

18th March

In loving memory of Bernard Medlin.
‘You are always in our thoughts. All
our love.’ Sheila and all the family.
In memory of the late Thelma Draper.
Sadly missed by Ken, Jane and all the
family.

1st April

In celebration of the birthday of the
late Mrs Sarah Brain by her daughter,
Ann Woski

9th April

In celebration of Roger Burt’s
birthday. ‘With love’ from Heather.
In memory of Edith Murray who died a
year ago today aged 102. ‘Lots of love
Mum’ from Sheila, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and great-great
grandson.

14th April

In celebration of the birthday of
Margaret Hardcastle. ‘With love’ from
Mike. X

16th April

In celebration of the birthday of Bob
Beere. ‘With love’ from Madge, Diana
and Oscar.

19th April

In memory of the late Ben Brain who
passed away eight years ago today.
‘Love, Karen and Sean.’

20th April

In celebration of the birthday of
Thomas Lord. ‘With love’ from Mum.

21st April

In memory of the late Jan Woski who
passed away eight years ago today.
‘All my love’, your wife, Ann.

30th April

In celebration of the birthday of the
late John Smith. ‘With love’ from
Sally Anne, Jean, Ian, Emily,
Graham and David.’

Care for a Cuppa
Brenda & Veronica would like to
thank everyone who attended,
made donations, supplied cakes, or
provided raffle prizes for the event
held on 12 May in support of
Katharine House Hospice.
It was a most enjoyable morning that raised £146.

PUBLIC NOTICE - UPPER HEYFORD PARISH
REORGANISATION
Extract of E Mail from Emma Faulkner, Democratic and
Elections Officer, Cherwell District Council, 10 May 2017
Ref: Survey conducted in conjunction with Community
Governance Review into the splitting of Upper Heyford
Parish
177 responses received, 139 responses agree with the
idea to separate the parish; 38 said no.
Of the 139 in agreement, 77 were from the village, 48 from
the Park, 1 District Councillor and 1 anonymous. 12
responses from Somerton also agreed with the idea to split,
but the way the online questionnaire was set up people had
to specify a yes or no answer to move on to the general
comment section, so they may just have said yes to move
through the questionnaire.
Of the 38 not in agreement, 11 were from the village, 26
from the park and 1 from Somerton.
With regards to names of the separated parishes, 92
responses preferred Upper Heyford for the village, and
Heyford Park for the park. Of these 92, 60 were from the
village, 25 were from the park, 6 from Somerton and 1
anonymous.
I have had a meeting of the Community Governance
Review working group, and they are happy to endorse a
recommendation to Council to proceed with the separation
of the parishes. In terms of the timetable for the review, due
to the announcement regarding the General Election we
have had to make a change to the timetable.
The second consultation period was initially scheduled to
run from 19 June to 4 August, after recommendations being
considered by full council on 16 May. Due to the
importance of this work, and the need for us to make sure
we get it right, we are proposing to change the second
consultation so that it runs from 31 July to 8 September
instead, with full council having had recommendations to
them on 17 July. I was initially hopeful that we would only
have to change the second consultation by a week or so,
but looking at it in greater detail and discussing with James
Doble, it seemed sensible to give ourselves enough time
post General Election to do everything that needs doing
properly and not rush it. This change in consultation doesn’t
affect the end date of the review, and implementation of the
separation remains on-track for May 2019.
There is a brief CGR update report on the agenda for
Council on 16 May, outlining our request to change the
timetable, this report can be viewed via our website here http://modgov.cherwell.gov.uk/documents/s35106/CDC%
20CGR%20May%202017.pdf
If you or the Parish Council or Residents association have
any questions on the proposed separation or the revised
timetable, please do let me know. Emma Faulkner

SOMERTON NEWS

Our next meeting will be on

TUESDAY 13th JUNE
when we shall welcome Carol Anderson, curator of
The County Museum in Woodstock. She will be talking
about the Glove Industry for which Woodstock was once
famous. It promises to be a fascinating evening.
SWIG AGM
At the AGM in April we decided to continue without a
committee, relying instead on members taking
responsibility for the monthly meeting, arranging a speaker,
refreshments, setting up the hall and clearing away
afterwards. Several members volunteered for a month so
we are expecting some interesting evenings. We shall
continue with our very successful Harvest and Christmas
Suppers.
Our May meeting was devoted to Katherine House Hospice
but instead of Time for a Cuppa SWIG, ever different,
opted for Time for a Glass of Wine (and a cuppa if
requested). We welcomed a number of non-members and
were given a very interesting talk about the work of the
Hospice. Lovely refreshments followed and with some very
generous donations and a Raffle we raised £158.
A big Thank you to all who came and to Ruth for organizing
the evening.

DATE FOR DIARY

Somerton Social Club
As well as the list below we are also continuing with our
Thursday social club nights at the village hall. The bar is
open from 20:30 every Thursday so do come along for a
drink and a chat. We have a special Thursday night this
month on 27th April with the Gospel Bell group in session
so do come along to enjoy their music along with a tipple of
your choice.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
Very best wishes, Somerton Social Club Committee
SOMERTON SOCIAL CLUB – 2017 EVENT CALENDAR
June
Saturday 24th June – Midsummer Night Party, Hog Roast
and Dance
Sunday 25th June - Sunday Session
Times and dates TBC - Lions Tour Screening
July
Sunday 16th July – Wimbledon Men’s Final and Afternoon
Tea
Sunday 23rd July - Canal Barge Day, Rounders and BBQ
Date TBC - Film Night
Sunday 30th July - Sunday Session
August
Saturday 19th August - Gin Tasting Night
September
Saturday 9th September – Quiz Night
Date TBC - Film Night
Sunday 24th September - Sunday Session
October
Saturday 14th October – Skittles Night
Sunday 29th October - Sunday Session
November
Saturday 25th November – Murder Mystery Night
Date TBC - Film Night
Sunday 26th November - Sunday Session
December
Saturday 9th December – Christmas Lunch and Party
Date TBC - Reindeer Drive
Date TBC - Film Night

Advance notice

OPEN HERITAGE DAYS
September 7th-10th 2017
There will be an exhibition in St. James Church
Somerton on these dates to celebrate the
Open Heritage Days.

MAY DAY is on 24 JUNE
YES JUNE- 4-5.30pm
In the orchards.
Maypole dancing and Morris Men
cake and cider
All very welcome.

Entitled
CURIOUSITIES OF ST JAMES
it will include several unusual treasures found in the
Church. More details will be available In the next
issue of Valley News

St. James's Somerton
Our APCM was held in Church on 19th of
March. Members re-elected to the PCC were Doreen
Brookfield, Jill Burton (Treasurer), Neil Clare, Ruth Power
and Victoria Prentis.
Sadly Anna Simpson, who was our PCC Secretary, and
Linda Mitchell have had to resign. We have been very
appreciative of their services in the past years.
We warmly welcome Helen Holman who has kindly agreed
to be Secretary to the PCC. We currently have no Church
Wardens. If anyone would be prepared to serve on the
PCC please do get in touch with us.
We are enormously grateful to those who help keep the
Church clean and decorated with flowers, all this adds to
our welcome to the many visitors from around the country
and from other parts of the world.
Thank you to everyone who donated to light the Church
during the winter months raising over £600. We were
hugely grateful to Dave Ray who facilitated the lighting and
who kindly locks and opens the Church.
On 14th May, Rogation Sunday, a good group of children
and adults beat the bounds of the village with their sticks
celebrating the blessings we receive from the land and our
village with readings and prayers.
We were indeed
blessed with a sunny morning! Refreshments followed in
Church.
As we write, Cliff Reeves is in Church participating in the
Art Week with his wonderful paintings and photographs
and sharing his enthusiasm and talents with visitors,
young and old.
He will be extending his time with us
until the end of September and intends running a
workshop for children during the school holidays and will
warmly welcome visitors.

An early engraving of Somerton Church

Events Calendar - At a Glance
Saturday 4 June

Messy Church at St Olave’s 4—5.30pm

Saturday 10 June

WI walk at Finmere 10am start

Saturday 10 June

Fritwell Market 10am—2pm

Tuesday 13 June

SWIG Talk on the Glove industry at Woodstock

Wednesday 14 June

Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm

Sunday 18th June

The Great Get Together, in memory of Jo Cox,
Upper Heyford Village Hall & recreation Field, 2—6pm

Wednesday 21 June

WI walk at Fringford 2.30pm

Saturday 24 June

‘May Day’ at Somerton, the orchards 4-5.30pm

Sunday 25 June

Fritwell Gardens Open 2-5pm

Friday 7 July

Fritwell School, Party in the Playground, 6 –10pm

Saturday 8 July

Fritwell Market 10am—2pm

Sunday 9 July

Gardens Open at Heyford Park 10am—4pm

Wednesday 12 July

Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm

Thursday 13 July

Bishop of Oxford at St. Edburg’s Church, Bicester, during the meeting Bishop
Steven will be sharing his vision for Oxford Diocese and sharing in a time of
open questions

Friday 14 to Sunday 16
July

Horse & Groom, Caulcott, Bastille Weekend Festival

Tuesday 8th August

The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room—The Bronte sisters

