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LOWER HEYFORD MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

On Saturday 7th May Lower Heyford's annual May Day Fete took place, despite a couple of down pours a good 

afternoon was had by all, with a bar, bbq, tea tent, raffle, lots of stalls, bric a brac, fun dog show, kids races, morris 

dancing, welly wanging, tractors, all sorts going on. The Fete was opened by Victoria Prentis MP.  

The May Queen was Daisy (age 10) and the May King was Otis (age 6) both from Lower Heyford, with the traditional 

parade through the village to the Pub and back to the sports field.  
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Study & Fellowship, The Chapel, Heyford Park 
On a Monday morning 10 am ‘Loose-ends’ Craft & Chat Group, on a Monday afternoon 2pm ‘Connections’ Bible Study 
Children’s Groups, The Chapel Heyford Park 
On a Wednesday: 10am ‘Heyford Ark’ (Parent & toddler), 11.30am ‘Lighthouse Cafe’, 6pm ‘God’s Gang’ (Youth Group) 
On a Friday: 4.30pm Kids Church (Reception—year 5), 7pm ‘Frenzy’ (9-12 years old) 



 

Dear friends, 

A new Bishop of Oxford 

As you probably know our parishes are part of the Diocese of Oxford. This is 

one of the largest Dioceses in the Church of England, covering not only the 

city of Oxford and Oxfordshire, but also Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. The 

Diocese has a population of 2.3 million people, more than 800 churches and 

almost 600 parochial clergy. It also includes 12 secondary and 270 primary 

church schools. The Diocese is one of the largest and most complex in the 

Church of England, stretching from Milton Keynes in the north to Newbury in 

the south and from the Cotswolds in the west to Slough in the east. The 

previous Bishop of Oxford, the Right Reverend John Pritchard, retired in 

October 2014. It’s taken quite some time to make a new appointment but in 

the autumn of this year we will welcome the Right Reverend Dr Steven Croft as the next Bishop of Oxford. Dr Croft is 

currently Bishop of Sheffield. He brings with him not only his experience as a bishop, but also experience as a vicar, the 

principle of a clergy training college, and director of evangelism for the Archbishop of Canterbury. He also has a seat in 

the House of Lords. It’s quite a CV! 

Many people have wondered why it took so long to appoint a new Bishop of Oxford. It will be a two year vacancy by the 

time Dr Croft is installed which is unusual for the appointment of a bishop. Part of the answer is that it’s a very complex 

job. The Bishop of Oxford has to be able to relate to the needs of the city of Oxford and the large towns of the Diocese. 

He also needs to understand the nature of life in the countryside in what is a largely rural region. He needs to be able to 

understand the academic world of a diocese with six universities and the pressures of massive housing developments. 

He needs to be able to support clergy who work in the full spectrum of parishes from the very wealthy to the very poor, 

and clergy who work in all kinds of chaplaincies: hospitals, colleges, prisons, workplaces, schools etc.  

Thankfully the Bishop of Oxford will be supported by a good team of staff, including the Bishops of Dorchester, 

Buckingham and Reading, the Archdeacons of the Diocese and the administrative staff team. But it is a brave man, or 

woman, who accepts the call to be a Diocesan Bishop.  

Very early on in the history of the church a tradition of refusal arose around the calling to be a bishop. When the offer or 

suggestion was made the individual almost always replied ‘nolo episcopari’ – ‘I do not want to be a bishop’. In the early 

centuries of the church the call to be a bishop was very often a call to die for one’s faith. As the regional figurehead 

many early bishops had to defend to the death the freedom of the church, its beliefs, and mission. Hopefully the people 

of Oxford Diocese will be a little gentler on their next bishop, but the role is still one that should make any holder of that 

office think twice. The biblical instructions about a bishop are still relevant and demanding. The Apostle Paul writes to 

Titus (Titus Chapter 1 verses 5-9): 

I left you behind in Crete for this reason, that you should put in order what remained to be done, and should appoint 

elders [traditionally ‘bishops’] in every town, as I directed you:  someone who is blameless, married only once, whose 

children are believers, not accused of debauchery and not rebellious.  For a bishop, as God’s steward, must be 

blameless; he must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or addicted to wine or violent or greedy for gain; but he must be 

hospitable, a lover of goodness, prudent, upright, devout, and self-controlled.  He must have a firm grasp of the word 

that is trustworthy in accordance with the teaching, so that he may be able both to preach with sound doctrine and to 

refute those who contradict it. 

I’m sure we will wish Dr Croft, and his wife Ann, well in this important role. And perhaps you will pray for him?  

Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church, we bless you and praise you that you have gathered us, from 

across this Diocese, to be one flock, within one fold. By your Spirit, give us wisdom, courage and faith and inspire our 

new Bishop Steven as a faithful pastor who will sustain us on the journey, feed us with word and sacrament and nurture 

our living faith, inspiring us to follow you ever more closely. This we ask in the name of Jesus, our loving, faithful 

shepherd. Amen. 

Baptisms  

Somerton  Frederick  George Thompson  

Upper Heyford William Charles Hanney 

Lower Heyford Charles Lawrence Pook 
 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are children of the same heavenly Father; 

we welcome you. 



 

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

Watch out there is sure to be another developer about! 
The utterly outrageous proposal for a ‘Great Heyford’ presented to an aghast audience in Lower Heyford Church is a 

wake-up call to all of us. A reasonable prognosis at having 2700 homes on Heyford Park all within a mile of 6 small rural 

communities is that the villages would be left alone at least until the impact of an 8000+ population increase could be 

assessed in 2031 (the end date of the current Cherwell Local Plan). 

No chance of that! The district councils have got together with Oxford City, casting lots to decide where the ‘Oxford 

Overspill’ should go, when of course Oxford City should be made to find a solution to its own housing needs, before it 

adds to the already woefully inadequate transport network. To add to our discomfort developers have been invited to 

submit ‘site proposals’ for consideration, hence the ‘Great Heyford’ joke! Gone are the days when planning involved 

careful consideration of the  genuine needs of the county not trumped-up housing figures to suit central government. 

In the recent Queen’s Speech proposals include a new Infrastructure and Planning Bill which the National Trust 

suggests will simply result in a planning system that is a ‘service for developers’ to push through new developments in 

the countryside.  

Helen Marshall, Director of CPRE Oxfordshire says: ‘Unless we succeed in challenging the county’s unrealistic and 

inappropriate growth targets, local residents around the county will find themselves battling against more and more 

applications – ever more speculative - in their villages and towns’ 

Peter Jay, Chairman of ROAR (Rural Oxfordshire Action Rally), says: “We want to see the right houses, in the right 

place, for the right people and at the right cost - this campaign will help us to achieve this in Oxfordshire." 

‘Need not Greed Oxon’ (Planning for real Need not spectulator Greed in Oxfordshire) – is a coalition of over a dozen 

local organisations from across the county, who are dedicated to protecting Oxfordshire’s rural environment, whilst 

recognising the development and infrastructure needs of local residents and others.  
 

It is imperative that we all, individuals and parish councils, contribute to this debate. You will find a leaflet and 

questionnaire produced by the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Forum enclosed with this edition of Valley 

News. Please read it carefully and complete the questionnaire, remember if you don’t contribute you are in no 

position to complain later if you are unhappy with what is proposed!     

                       Editor 



 

UPPER HEYFORD READING ROOM—CHANGE! 

A BIG thank you to Brenda Cooper who has been the Reading 

Room Booking Clerk since the re-opening of the RR in 2011.  Thank 

you very much.  Barry Parsons takes over as the new Booking Clerk 

and his contact details are: rrhire@upperheyford.com or tele-

phone:07557 941534   

You can now access the RR calendar on the following website 

www.upperheyford.com (under Amenities).   

11th June 
2—5pm 

 

CREAM TEAS 

Sunday 12th June 2-4pm 

at the Upper Heyford Village Hall 
 

in celebration of the  
Queen's 90th Birthday and the new Village Playground. 

 

Still only £2.50 for two scones, jam and cream  
and cup of tea/coffee  

 

CREAM TEAS 
In Upper Heyford Reading Room 

Sunday 17th July 2-4pm 

Sunday 31st July 2-4pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Heyford Athletic on winning the County Shield 
 

HEYFORD Athletic won the Oxfordshire John Fathers Junior Shield for the first time since 1953 after beating 

Spartan Rangers 3-1 in the final at North Leigh. Goals from Matt Blenford (2) and Shaun Burningham put 

them into a 3-0 first-half lead, Spartans pulled a goal back were unable to force their way back into the game 

Volunteer Connect runs a volunteer driving scheme throughout 
Cherwell, providing transport to those people with problems accessing 
public transport to get to important appointments. The cost is 45p per 
mile, which goes to the volunteer driver to cover the cost of petrol. 
 We also need more drivers! This can be a very rewarding experience, 
helping those within the community to travel to hospitals, GPs, dentists, 
podiatrists etc.  It is not an onerous commitment, as it is on as “as and 
when” basis. 
To find out more please call 0300 3030 125, or email 
pip.dealtry@volunteerconnect.org.uk 

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks  

Why not join us! 

We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55 am 

(unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for approx. 2 – 

2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 miles in length 

unless otherwise stated. 

It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we walk! 

 

 

Pop-up Cafe 
St Mary’s Lower Heyford 

Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm 

A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh 
coffee and home made cakes. Tea, soft drinks and 
sometimes sandwiches are available.  

Open to all and free of charge  
Donations towards running costs gratefully received 

VILLAGE GREEN QUILTERS  
 
 

 
 

 

 

are holding a Bargello Table Runner 

workshop  
 

on Tuesday 14th June from 12.30 – 4.30  

in Somerton Village Hall.  Cost £15. 

Cutting to be done in advance preferably.   
 

Meeting on May 24th – 1.30 – 4.30 for cutting under 
supervision.  Cost £7.50. 
 

For requirement list and to book a place call Freya on 
01869 346546 (freya.davy@btinternet.com or Pauline 
on 01869 346654 (pauline@ranik-group.com 
 

Hope to see lots of people – new faces and familiar 
faces – there. 



 

Poetry Corner 
 

I am a few weeks late with this little gem, which says so much in just three verses. The cherry blossoms have fallen 
now, but what an Eastertide it was!  We drove to Stamford (in Rutland - don’t you dare say Lincolnshire) at the height of 
the cherry tree flowering, when the landscape was ‘hung with snow’ in every copse, spinney and roadside 
planting.  Wild cherries have the happy habit of ‘suckering’, so one tree quickly develops into a grove.  This year, even 
the smallest offspring were covered in bloom and the little groves were snowbanks of their own. 
I am late, too, in the sense that this poem is written from a young man’s perspective, with fifty springs left to look forward 
to - albeit all too few.  I’ve already had my threescore years and ten, and then some...  Hey ho. 
Housman published his A Shropshire Lad cycle of 63 poems in 1896, since when it has never been out of print.  To an 
extent, the poems hark back to an idealised view of country life, his ‘land of lost content’, which appealed strongly to his 
readers at the period around World War 1,  especially, perhaps, since their basic theme was a preoccupation with 
sadness, loss and death.   This poem, whilst lauding the beauty of the cherry in bloom, is deeply tinged with a sense of 
the inevitability of life passing, that youth is all too fleeting, and that we, like the cherry blossom, are 
transient.                                                            Roger Burt. 

 
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now       A. E. Housman 
 
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now 
Is hung with bloom along the bough, 
And stands about the woodland ride 
Wearing white for Eastertide. 
 
Now, of my threescore years and ten, 
Twenty will not come again, 
And take from seventy springs a score, 
It only leaves me fifty more. 
 
And since to look at things in bloom 
Fifty springs are little room, 
About the woodlands I will go 
To see the cherry hung with snow. 

 

WI entry for Valley News  
Our April meeting welcomed Maddy 
Radburn from Oxfordshire Lions Clubs, 
who supply containers to keep in the 
fridge with medical information called 
‘Message in a bottle’. For more 
information contact details 01993 772241 
email maddy@johnradburn.org.uk 
After enjoying a meal together in May we 
discussed two resolutions - ‘Food Waste’ and ‘Dementia 
Care in hospital’. We voted on both topics which go 
forward in June to the NFWI AGM in Brighton. 
Members have been busy making Twiddlemuffs for 
Dementia Awareness week.  Muffs are a knitted hand 
muff with interesting bit and bobs attached inside and out.  
It has been found these provide simple stimulation for 
active hands, while promoting increased flexibility and 
brain stimulation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frederick George William Harman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 December 1925—30 April 2016 

 
Fred Harman to everyone who remembers him as a 
village character and much loved publican at The Bell in 
Lower Heyford for many years, will recall too that he was 
a proud former member of the Parachute Regiment. 
 

We hope to have a tribute to Fred in the next edition 
 

 



 

Minutes of the meeting of the Lower Heyford Parish Council held on Thursday 21st April 2016   at 7.00 pm in the Church  
Present: - Mr Macnamara (JJ) (Chair), Mrs. Ball (DB)  (Vice Chair), Mr Mortimore (CM) , Mr. Eggeling (BE) , Mr. Thompson  (LT), Mrs 
Turner (PT) 
Members  of the public : Church full, standing room only. In attendance: Cathy Fleet, Clerk  
01.04.16 Apologies:  Apologies had been received from Mr Dare [family commitments] 
02.04.16 Declarations of Interest :  there were no declarations of interest  
Minutes of the last meeting held 17th March 2016  on were read  and it was RESOLVED to accept these as a true record of the 
meeting and they were   signed by the  Chair.  
04.04.16 Presentation by Bonnar Allen and the Bursar of Corpus Christi regarding the proposed development of Lower 
Heyford for the creation of a new town 
John Harrison, Bursar of Corpus Christi explained that they had been approached by Bonar Allen, "a new and different kind of benign  
developer", with a proposal that would respond to the College's needs and Oxford's needs for affordable housing. They had to submit 
their proposal earlier than they would have wished to meet CDC's deadline on the call for sites on the Oxford overspill consultation. 
This will enable their ideas to be considered by the Inspector who examines the joint proposals of the Oxfordshire District Councils in 
the summer of 2017. Were their proposals to be thrown out by both CDC and the Inspector at that stage, Corpus Christi would not 
wish to proceed any further, as they had no wish to squabble. They were aware that their proposal was going to be controversial, but 
had formulated a scheme that would respond to the College's financial, staff retention, and affordable housing problems. 
Nigel Rankine, the MD of the developer explained that they had looked at Tackley and Kings Sutton and rejected them before 
deciding that Lower Heyford was "ideal" They were determined, in their plans to build 5000 houses, that no damage would be done to 
the existing village, or to the protected views from Rousham's garden. They proposed a major new countryside park in place of the 
farmland between Rousham and their development, with walking routes through it to the station. They were going to have  
discussions with Network Rail and GWR about improving the service into Oxford - a lynchpin of their thinking, because they contend 
that the intention is not to add significantly to traffic flows in the area (there was laughter around the church at this - 5,000 houses = 
10,000 new cars). There will be a large new car park near the Jehovah's Witnesses hall, from which a shuttle bus to the station will  
operate, for those not walking to the station. This car park is adjacent to a new research and development centre for the College, 
along with other employment uses. The proposal is for up to 5000 houses (no flats), 35% of which must be affordable housing, 
shops, doctor, dentist, new parish hall, schools, commercial buildings and a canal-side park.  They will hold a consultation meeting in 
September to show a more detailed scheme. 
Barry Wood ( Leader of CDC) was at the meeting, and in the public question time was asked how worried people should be. 9 on a 
scale of 10 he said; this was a serious proposal, and of course once CC obtained planning permission they could sell the land to 
others with less interest in community involvement, he said. Martin Lipson mentioned MCNP and the likely opposition of the 11 
parishes. There were numerous public comments about the value we all put on our rural setting, how Oxford's problem was not our 
problem, how "you are not wanted here".  
The developers produced a  brochure on the scheme and on their philosophy and track record. The  map in it shows the L-shaped 
development running along Port Way (Caulcott ) and back down towards Northbrook, enclosing their new country park. 
05.04.16 Public participation 
There were in excess of 100 members of the public present, whose names, addresses and email addresses were recorded and who 
 participated in the above Item. Questions from the parish councillors and members of the public to both John Harrison and Nigel  
Rankine included : 
How will the road infrastructure cope with the increase in traffic ? Where will all the traffic go - what about Caulcott?  
how will that be affected?  How will traffic get to the motorway? What about light pollution? 
What about existing properties which may be in the way of the development?  
Why did Bonnar Allen's surveyors trespass on residents' properties during initial surveys?  
How will 5000 new houses enhance Lower Heyford as Bonnar Allen are claiming? What about the conservation area? 
What about the bridge which is already being damaged by heavy lorries ? 
Has Corpus Christi considered building on their playing fields in Oxford? 
There were many more questions and the meeting became quite heated.  After the speakers had left the meeting the parish council 
discussed the matter and it was decided that PT would collate the attendance list.  An Action Group will be formed. 
08.04.16 Highways/Footpaths  Grass cutting Mark Probbitts has agreed to hold the price of £285 per cut for 3 cuts for this  
year only.  He has pointed out that with weeks between cuts there is likely to be a considerable amount of grass cutting laying after  
each cut which he will not be able to clear up.  ACTION:  Clerk to ask Mark Probbitts to cut the grass as soon as possibl 
Weed spraying Clerk had received a quote from Bob Bickley , which was a little difficult to understand.  Clerk to ask Bob to clarify,  
but in the meantime ask him to carry out spraying of Station Road just once and not 3 times per annum as quoted.  
ACTION :  Clerk to contact Bob Bickley and ask him to weed spray and clarify quote 
09.04.16 Traffic calming .  
The quote received by BE from the Highways Consultant includes costs relating to traffic surveys.  Data has been received from a 
speed survey carried out in Caulcott which can be used and it is hoped that information can be downloaded from the existing SIDs  
and that this information will enable the consultant to prepare a technical note for submission to OCC Highways.   
If the data is not sufficient then for £120 Highways can provide a devise to monitor traffic in both directions for a week., thereby 
 making a saving of some £1200.  ACTION :  BE to obtain 2 further quotes.   
11.04.16 Planning No new planning applications  had been received : 
MCNP There will be a stand at the forthcoming May Fete where the MCNP will be publicized.  It is hoped that following tonight’s 
presentation by Bonner Allen there will be considerable interest in the Neighbourhood Plan.  BE has arranged that a gazebo can be 
borrowed from Steeple Aston for the day and is trying to arrange for councillors to man the stand in shifts from 1pm-6pm on 7th May. 
CM to confirm with Terry Hawkins that there is a suitable space for the gazebo to be erected and BE to liaise with Martin Lipson 
regarding literature to be handed out and with CF for collection of the gazebo.   
With regard to public engagement meetings, Lower Heyford have been invited to join with Steeple Aston who are holding meetings 
on 14th and 18th June.  It was suggested that the village be leafleted as soon as possible to inform residents of the meetings. Clerk to 
confirm Lower Heyford’s willingness to join with Steeple Aston.  
ACTION:  Clerk to contact Martin Lipson to confirm that Lower Heyford will join with Steeple’s meetings.  
 
Please note, this not a full set of the minutes because of the essential nature of the planning items Editor 
 



 

 Sign up today for the 10th Midnight 
Walk – Saturday 25 June 
Since the first Midnight Walk in 2007, the 
event has seen over 5,000 entrants who 
have raised over £700,000 between 
them. To celebrate Katharine House 
Hospice’s 25th Anniversary year, we are 
asking people to wear silver and as many sparkles as 
possible. Everyone taking part will receive a t-shirt to wear 
on the night, as well as a medal, drink and a bacon roll 
after the walk. Sign up closes on 13th June. Sign up now at 
www.khh.org.uk, or phone 01295 816 484. 
 

Festival of Open Gardens – May 29 – September 11 
Why not come along to the ever popular Festival of Open 
Gardens this summer and enjoy the sights, sounds and 
smells of some beautiful local gardens? In its 6th year, the 
festival supports the work of your local hospice.  The 
festival starts over Spring Bank Holiday on May 29th and 
runs until September 11th. Over 30 gardens are open this 
year in the following areas: Adderbury, Bledington and 
Churchill, Bloxham, Broughton Castle and Grange, 
Middleton Cheney, South Newington and Upper Heyford. 
For a full list of gardens, please visit our website:  http://
www.khh.org.uk/event/festival-of-open-gardens/ 
 

Win £1,000 every week with the Katharine House 
Hospice Lottery 
By joining the KHH lottery you can make a huge difference 
in your local community, and you’ll be in with a chance of 
winning one of 20 prizes each week, with a top prize of 
£1,000! For more information call 01295 816484 or email 
lottery@khh.org.uk. 
 

Town Centre Collection Days 2016 
This year our volunteers will be visiting four local towns for 
street collections. If you would like to volunteer for a 90-
minute collecting slot in Banbury, Bicester, Brackley, or 
Chipping Norton, please call Wendy Crosse in the 
Fundraising Office on 01295 816 484. Dates: Banbury – 
July 14 & Dec. 8, Bicester – July 8, Brackley – June 17, 
Chipping Norton – June 29. 
 

Katharine House Hospice on Social Media 
Did you know? You can follow us on your favourite social 
media channels to keep up to date with news, events, and 
photos from Katharine House Hospice.  Join the 
conversation – we’d love to hear from you!  Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/katharinehouse/  Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/khhosp  

 

Building a future-
Part 2! 
Summer update! 
Plans to open a Nursery 
Class at Fritwell CE 
Primary School from 
September 2016 are 
moving along fast.  We 
already have a number 
of children on our waiting 
list and have had several 
contractors in to give us 
quotes for adapting the 
exis t ing Recept ion 
c l a s s r o o m  t o 
accommodate the younger children. 
At present we will only be taking children from the term following 
their third birthday, but will be looking at taking two year olds in 
the future.  The Early Years Unit will be run by our experienced 
Early Years teacher, Mrs King.  She will be supported by our 
very experienced NNEB, Mrs Dallaway and another support 
worker. 
If you wish to put your child on our waiting list, please contact the 
School Office.  You are more than welcome to come and visit us 
first. 
This week the children have been fortunate enough to 
experience cooking a variety of healthy food with the ladies who 
provide our school dinners.  They have produced such treats as 
tomato bread, Chinese tarts and “Ancient Greek” rolls.  Every 
day, one child has earned the title of “Star Baker”.  Search 
Fritwell Primary School on Facebook if you want to have a look 
at some of the pictures. 
As usual the Year 6 children will be taking over the running of 
the school on June 23rd.  I’m looking forward to putting my feet 
up on that day!  I’ll let you know how the children get on in the 
next newsletter. 
A date for your diary is Friday, 8th July.  Our very active Parent 
Teacher Association, FoFS, is holding a school fete from 6pm 
onwards.  It’s a change from the norm, as there are so many 
things happening around the villages at weekends this year, and 
they wanted to avoid clashing.  The committee is working really 
hard to organise this event.  Please come along and support 
them; they provide invaluable resources and experiences for our 
children. 
Whilst the Governors have been considering the future, life at 
Fritwell School has gone on as usual.  As I write, the Year 3 
children are busy weeding and planting flowers and vegetables 
as part of their work on “The Secret Garden”.  Our grateful 
thanks go to Mrs Metcalfe and Mrs Unsworth who have come in 
to help.  I’m looking forward to seeing the fruits of their labour 
later in the term. 
It’s lovely when members of the community come in and work 
alongside the children.  It gives you a chance to meet our lovely 
pupils and see how polite and hardworking they are, and they 
benefit from meeting a variety of new people and understanding 
that we can all learn from each other.  Let us know if there are 
any skills or wisdom that you can offer-you might just like to 
come and listen to the children read.  You only need a DBS 
check, which the office staff can arrange for you! 
We have such a lot happening this term too.  Summer trips are 
being planned and Years 5 and 6 are going to treat us to a 
Shakespearian play in early July, so line learning and rehearsals 
will have to begin during the half term break. 
We’ll be celebrating our queen’s 90th birthday on Friday, 10th 
June, as we’re not in school during the actual celebration 
weekend, and Rev Stephen Griffiths is holding a church service 
for the children on Monday, 13th June.  Please come along and 
join us if you have the morning free; it would be lovely to see 

you!  Debbie McLeod, Headteacher 
 

A date for your diary is Friday, 8th July.  Our very active Parent 

Teacher Association, FoFS, is holding a school fete from 6pm  

Fritwell School 



 

Coarse gardening  
It has been a phenomenal spring.  We had a hot period at about this time last year (I remember, because we bought 
some shrubs in large pots and I had to water the darn things for weeks; never again; plant trees in winter!) which ripened 
the new growth on trees and fed the leaves of bulbs to a remarkable extent.  So we started this year with masses of 
snowdrops.  Incidentally, I read somewhere that the name ‘snowdrop’ refers not to dollops of snow, but to Elizabethan 
ear-rings - drops in that sense.  Lovely idea.  Then it was primroses.  We spent a week in Devon, where I have never 
seen so many primroses in my life - sheets and sheets of them on the trunk-road embankments, along the lanes, seen 
from the windows of the steam train from Buckfastleigh to Totnes, everywhere except up on the moors.  When we re-
turned, primroses gave way to cowslips.  I’ve noted before that they are making a serious comeback.  There were some 
great sweeps of them along the M40, especially the stretch between here and Banbury, but the most amazing sight 
could be glimpsed just down the road near Ardley, where the exit/entrance to the motorway curls round, cutting off a se-
cret, virtually un-get-attable circle of land, which was just covered with cowslips.  I haven’t seen anything like it since I 
was a small boy; it brought back strong images of the primary school classroom where wilting bunches of cowslips, 
brought in by the farm boys, were crammed into two-pound jam jars on the classroom windowsills, to cook slowly in the 
hot May sunshine. 
After that, the gardens and the countryside exploded into blossoming trees and vivid greens.  Hawthorns this year are so 
laden with May flowers that their branches droop under the weight, the apple trees are carrying great bunches of flow-
ers, lilacs are lush and wisteria has hysteria. There should be a tremendous fruit and berry harvest later and some very 
fat blackbirds.  Speaking of which, one serenades us every day at present.  He starts up at about 4.00am and some-
times sings until dusk at about 10.00pm.  How he has the energy for it, I cannot imagine.  A rather less welcome compo-
nent of the dawn chorus is The Pheasant, who also starts shouting his head off at an early hour.  My brother-in-law has 
a collection of vintage cars, one of which is a Rolls Royce of about 1932 with one of those old klaxon horns.  This an-
cient device has two settings, Town or Country, of which Town is the quieter.  The Pheasant has his stuck on Coun-
try.  He has been threatened with strangulation and the roasting-dish, but to no avail.  I am told it’s all my fault for feed-
ing him with peanuts.  Yeah, well, he’s really beautiful to look at and he’s getting very tame - all right, all right, I know 
he’s not allowed in the kitchen.  Cock-a-rock,  cock-a-rock. 
What was I talking about?  Oh, yes, the mad spring growth.  We have quite a lot of old tulip bulbs planted in the garden, 
most of which haven’t done anything much for years except produce tufts of rather boring green straps - but this year 
they all flowered.  I noticed the same thing in other gardens, all sorts of neglected bulbs flowering away like any-
thing.  Will this kick-start them into new productivity in future years, or will they just fizzle out again? 
One of the characteristics of advancing years - no, I mean the attainment of maturity - is this tendency to wander off the 
point or forget what you are about.  It’s a big garden and I quite often set off with something in mind, to prune the dead 
wood out of that apple tree, say, and not even halfway down the path I find myself wondering whatever became of Ruby 
Murray or what was it that Jay Silverheels called The Lone Ranger, so that by the time I arrive I have no idea of why I 
am there.  Ah, yes, got it - I was going to spray those nettles, wasn’t I?  However, I haven’t brought the sprayer with 
me.  On the way to the shed where the spray things are, I review the early days of The Eagle comic.  Now, what was the 
name of Dan Dare’s sidekick?  He came from Lancashire and he had an Aunt Anastasia...  Oh, yes - Khimo Sabi, that’s 
what he called him. The Lone Ranger. Some American comedian said it meant ‘Darling’.  Stan Freberg.  He did a Lone 
Ranger spoof. Now, where did I leave the Tumbleweed?  Hang on - why have I got secateurs in my hand? 
A lot of you have asked - well, some of you have asked - no: tell the truth and shame the Devil; not a single one of you 
has asked - for the words of There Was a Young Girl of Tralee, hithertofore mentioned in one of these pieces.  I will give 
them anyway, since it is my very favourite limerick of all time: 
 

There was a young girl of Tralee 
Who was stung on the knee by a wasp. 
When asked, “Does it hurt?” 
She replied, “Not a bit! 
He can do it again if he likes.” 
 

There you go.  You thought it was going to 
be rude, didn’t you?  Sorry to disappoint. 
Enjoy this year’s wasps when they arrive. 
Don’t kneel on any. Roger Burt. 
 

PS  He was Digby, wasn’t he? How could I 
have forgotten! And what am I doing here 
in the greenhouse? 
 

Obituary: Janet Cropley 
 

Janet Margaret died peacefully on 26th January 2016 following a riding accident. Beloved wife to Bob and mother to 

Edward and Julia and a much loved granny.  

The announcement in The Daily Telegraph came as a great shock to all of us who remember Janet as an amazingly 

active person in the community when she lived in Caulcott. She loved riding and was a wonderful gardener as all who 

have visited her garden at Evenley will know. We send our condolences to Bob and family 



 

The Roman holiday of Quirinalia falls on April 1st. People were sent on impossible quests such as 
finding a book on the mother of Eve or finding the seeds of the fern plant. It was called the feast of 
fools and many plays and songs were created for the fool. April is the month of the dawn goddess 
Eostra who is said to open the earth and allow it to flower. She is said to bring the Spring rebirth 
and her traditional animal is the hare This is perhaps an ancient ancestor of the Easter bunny. 
During the second week of April Pace or Peace eggs were made and given to friends for peace 
and goodwill. The eggs were boiled in gorse flowers for yellow, red onion skins for red, nettle 
leaves for pale green and pasque flowers for dark green. The 23rd of April is St. George's day and 
a good day to watch out for dragons. 
The cuckoo comes this month and if you hear its call while walking it is said good luck will follow.  Swallows also return 
and bring prosperity to houses where they build their nests. All the leaves are in bud and if the oak leafs before the ash 
then the rains will only splash, but if the ash leafs before the oak then we are in for a proper soak. It is also said that if 
apples blossom in April they will be plentiful. It wonderful to see the hedgehog emerge usually mating on the eve of the 
full moon. 
The evening before May 1st is the eve of Beltane which is the Celtic festival of the summer's beginning. The fire is 
made on high ground by nine people gathering wood and laying them inside a circle of stone engraved with ancient 
runes. The fire is lit by rubbing oak sticks together and the night is spent telling tales of love and courage. Before dawn 
greenery is gathered such as sweet woodruff, penny royal, hawthorn, birch or rowan. Posies are made to place on the 
doorsteps of friends and neighbours for good luck and to celebrate the spring. You then wash your face in the dew 
under the oak tree which makes for a good complexion and grants secret wishes. The day is spent with Morris dancing, 
and maypole celebrations. The 12th of May is St. Pancra's day who is the patron Saint of children. In the 16th century 
children would plant small herb gardens including thyme, rosemary, marigolds, chamomile and parsley. 
April and May are a time of great joy at the greening of the earth. Each day is a celebration of each new flower, leaf and 
plant. Debra Kaatz 

Community Education at the Marlborough School, 
Woodstock 
 

We have Saturday workshops on Saturday 14 May: 
Chocolate Workshop - Sugarcraft 10.00-15.00 £42 
Acrylic Painting 10.00-16.00 £34 
Digital Photography for Beginners 10.00-15.00 £56 
Anyone Can Sing Workshop (Beginners) 10.30-13.00 
£18 
So Now You Can Sing Workshop (Improvers) 14.00-
16.30 £18 
Archery 11.05-12.05 £6 
Yoga for Opening your Lower Back and Hips 10.00-
13.00 £18 
Badminton and Table Tennis 10.00-11.00 £6 
Patchwork (by machine) for Beginners 9.30-16.30 £40 
limited availability 
Stained Glass 10.00-17.00 £40 waiting list 
Traditional Upholstery 2 (takes place on 5 March as a 2 
day course) 9.30-17.00 £45 
 

For up to date and comprehensive information about 
availability on courses please see the school website (as 
above). 
 

We run an extensive programme of courses for adults 
within the school all year round (apart from school 
holidays). 
A full copy of our 2015-16 brochure is now available to 
download on the Marlborough School website 
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/180/community-education. 
If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to 
book a place please telephone 01993 813592 or email 
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk. 
It is possible to join some of our weekly classes throughout 
the term, if there is still availability – please ring to check. 
All our courses are competitively priced to give our students 
great value for money. 
Early booking is recommended, some courses fill up very 
quickly as people re-enrol. 
Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator, 01993 813592 
Marlborough C of E School, Community Education 

WARRENERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Page cuts the cake in celebration of The Queen’s 
90th birthday and her own birthday when she will join 

Her Majesty as a nonagenarian, and much loved 
member of our community. 

 

On June 8th at 1.30pm (not the usual 2pm) Tony, one of 
our members will be preparing a lunch of salmon, new 
potatoes, with salad followed by strawberry & raspberry 
cheesecake. We are looking forward to Tony’s efforts. 
 

July 13th we will be having a picture quiz. We know the 
face but can’t think of the name is the usual response! 
 

In August we will be having Boccia (curling) provided by 
Age UK  



 

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association 

April and May continued to be two very busy months for the Residents and Community Development Association at 
Heyford Park.   Alongside local matters being managed, the development of the area continues to be a key focus for the 
committee.  In the last 2 months alone we have reviewed 5 planning applications for new phases of housing/road 
development at Heyford Park and we continue to support or object where required.  The committee is pleased to see 
that the planning team are starting to ensure there are path/cycle linkages between the new developments creating an 
integrated community, not lots of small housing estates. 
We continue to support the Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan (www.mid-cherwell.org.uk) and have represented the 
community on the 3 working groups focused on Development and Housing, Amenities and Traffic and Transport.  Many 
actions are underway gathering data and discussing issues that can be turned into policies for the plan.  On 
Wednesday 22nd June another drop in session is diarised to update the community on the Neighbourhood Plan 
progress, building on the successful event back in February, so please come along to the Community Centre on Brice 
Road, Heyford Park from 7.30pm to learn more and have your say.  
 

A real concern for the community is the lack of consultation on the New Master Plan for Heyford Park.  This new Master 
Plan is the council’s document that will support planning applications for the additional 1,600 houses, though frankly 
community engagement has been non-existent and furthermore the plan has ignored all wishes from the community, 
parish and neighbourhood planning group so far.  This is an amazing opportunity for Heyford Park and the Mid Cherwell 
area if this plan is done properly.  The Residents Association with the support of its Parish Council and Mid Cherwell 
Neighbourhood Plan Forum is pushing hard to ensure consultation is conducted.  We have written to Sue Smith Joint 
CEO of Cherwell Council requesting that the 1 page plan indicated on the Cherwell website (that is being discussed on 
the 6th June at the council’s executive meeting) is of great concern and the community must be engaged before it is 
adopted and used for planning applications. 
 
On the plan you can see where residential  
and commercial development is planned to be.   
There are many concerns and these range from  
building on the greenfields surrounding the  
development to a very strange shaped village  
hooking up to the right away from the community  
being overlooked/surrounded by ugly obtrusive  
commercial buildings that seem to be taking 
precedent. 
         
Looking forward to June and July the Association is keen to 
see more detail about its new Village Centre (artists impression 
below) and Master Plan for Heyford Park which are both 
expected to be out early June.  Keep an eye on 
www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk if you want to know more. 
       

DIARY DATES 

Wednesday 22 June 7.30pm Community Centre Drop in sessions on Heyford Park plans 

Sunday 10th July Open Garden’s on Heyford Park 10—4pm 



 

 

Gardens Open at Heyford Park 
 

Sunday 10th July  
 

10 – 4pm 
 

 

£4 to access all the open gardens  

All proceeds to the Heyford Park Community Garden 
 

Collect your map and pay your entrance fee at the  

Community Garden, Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE 
 

Enquires please email hpcommgarden@gmail.com 

 
 

TRYING TO KEEP EVERYONE HAPPY! 
 

Dogs in the country have fun.  
They run and run and run.  
But in the city this species  

Is dragged around on leashes.  
Taken from the classic poem by Ogden Nash 

 

It is disappointing that so much has been written in Valley News about 
man’s best friend as Ogden Nash described the much loved family pet! 
There are certainly many much loved dogs in our village and surely 
everyone agrees that they should run and have fun as Ogden suggests. 
Why then is there discord in the community? The dog walking group has 
asked me to point out that they are very unhappy at what they consider to 
be the overzealous actions of the parish council as a result of just a small 
minority of irresponsible dog owners who fail to clean up. The Parish 
Council on the other hand says it is reacting to concerns expressed by 
parishioners and is duty-bound to take action when it comes to recreational 
areas. A neutral observer would no-doubt conclude that both sides have 
valid points and that an accommodation between them should be straight 
forward enough! So let’s agree it starts from now!    Editor 

 
 

New Temporary Dog Walking Area on Heyford Park  
 

As highlighted in the previous Valley News, Upper Heyford Parish Council, Dorchester and Heyford Park Residents 
have been working together to get a temporary dog walking area on Heyford Park.  Opening soon. The area will remain 
fenced so that dogs can run off the lead, however, owners will need to ensure their dogs are under control at all times. 
Please use the dog bin provided so that all dog owners can enjoy using the space.   
 

Dog Control Order 
 

The Parish Council has extended the existing dog control order requiring dogs to be kept on leads at all times in ALL 
public areas in the village of Upper Heyford including the village Recreation Ground.  
 

Thank you for your co-operation. 
 



 

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 
 

A tribute to our Parish Pub – The Barley Mow 

Some Upper Heyford parishioners (Heyford Park and the village of Upper 

Heyford) visit the Barley Mow more frequently than they or their partners 

might wish to acknowledge, but for many in our Parish it could be a pleasure 

that they have yet to experience. If you are a Barley Mow virgin then please 

read on …… 

Our Landlords, Mick and Sonia, have dedicated themselves to our 

community and truly understand the meaning of what a Public House should 

be. It is very much their house and their home, and it is one that everybody 

is made to feel welcome in whether you are a regular, a passer-by, a family, 

a lost child or a dog. There is often an assortment of friendly dogs and the 

occasional lost child who needs to find their father (DH you know this could 

be you!). 

The excellent range of great home cooked food and exceptionally well kept 

beers is what anyone would want to find in their “local”, but it is the hospitality and commitment to our community which 

makes Mick and Sonia people we are immensely lucky to have. The activities are varied - quiz night, darts, Aunt sally 

etc; the pub acts as election night HQ, the venue for post christening celebrations and post funeral reminiscing, cricket 

and football lunches etc. Personally I love it because there is no music (sorry but I am a little old fashioned!) and I can 

read my paper on the sofa, chat with old friends and new acquaintances or get ####ed on the occasional Saturday 

night or every Christmas Eve with most of our lovely community. It is therefore a pub which works for whoever you are 

and whatever mood you are in. 

At one point in our history the Parish had two Public Houses and now we have just the one but, thankfully, the best one. 

The Parish Council has registered the Barley Mow as an Asset of Community Value so that, when Mick and Sonia 

choose to retire, we can endeavour to keep our pub and not have it turned into houses. More importantly it is an Asset 

now, it is in our Community now and we need to Value and cherish it now. Please do visit the Barley Mow, whether you 

are a virgin or are already experienced in its virtues, and keep our pub at the heart of our community. Cheers! 

Chris Coe      

Upper Heyford 200 Club 
 
 

The 200 Club has been running for 25 years and has raised 
over £25,000 for village causes, in particular the church, 
football club, Warreners, Over 60s & Over 75s Christmas 
treats, Valley News and sundry other events for the benefit 
of our community. 
 

25 years ago the £10 & £5 weekly prizes were sufficient for 
a meal out, now it is almost small change, so its time for a 
change! As agreed at the annual parish meeting weekly 
prizes will be dropped and replaced by monthly prizes of 
£30, £20 & £10 plus the twice yearly prizes of £100 & £50.  
I know that members support the club because it benefits 
the community, however, as one member succinctly said, 
at least the prize will now be enough for a really good bottle 
of wine! 
 

There are just a few members who have been supporting 
the 200 club throughout, however, it’s not too late to join as 
I have some spare numbers.     Veronica 
 
The new monthly draw May winners: 
 
£30  No 176  Peter Fraemons 
 
£20  No 145  Sarah Burrows 
 
£10  No 4  Brian Boardman 
 

Heyford United Football Club 
 
Congratulations to Heyford Athletic 

on their very fine achievement of 

winning the Oxfordshire Junior 

Shield 

 

We managed to complete the season, though it was a 

struggle at times. I would like to record our thanks to 

Noel Drummey for his work as manager for most of the 

season, and Alvin Knowles for his sterling efforts over 

many seasons. John Kowalyk of Fritwell has generously 

taken on the manager’s job for the coming season with 

the help of Alvin. Jo Allen, Chris Scarrott and I will be 

doing all we can to assist the team in admin, pitch 

marking etc and the club has very good facilities on the 

recreation field, so we have every reason to look forward 

to the 2016-17 season.   

Please get in touch if you would like join, we will be 

starting training in July and would welcome new 

members. 
 

Ian Lough-Scott (Hon Sec) 232788 

ianloughscott@btinternet.com 



 

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting 
 
4th March In celebration of the birthday of the 

late Craig Lord.  ‘We love you and 
miss you so much.’ Canary and 
Thomas xxx.’ 

 
 In celebration of the birthday of 

Michelle. ‘To Michelle – a special 
birthday.  ‘Wishing you a very happy 
one and many more.’  From Wendy. 

 
9th March  In celebration of the birthday of Mike 

Hardcastle.  ‘With all my love.’ 
Margaret XX. 

 
14th March In memory of the late Mrs Sarah 

Brain who passed away 44 years ago 
today. ‘Lots of love.’ From her 
daughter, Ann. 

 
16th March In memory of the late Matthew James 

who died in 1973.  From Mum, Dad, 
Paul, Debbie and Grace, ‘with love.’ 

 
 In loving memory of my dearest 

husband, Bernard Medlin who died on 
this day in 2015. ‘All our love.’ Sheila, 
Paul, Tracy, Kim, Adam and Jamie. 

 
18th March In memory of the late Thelma Draper.  

Sadly missed by Ken, Jane and all 
the family. 

 
25th March                           In memory of the late Derek Bunce, 

who      died on this day in 2011. 

‘Love from all the family.’ 

 

1st April In celebration of the birthday of the 
late Mrs Sarah Brain by her daughter, 
Ann Woski 

 
2nd April In memory of the sixth month’s 

anniversary of the late Rosalie Jean 
Barker.  ‘This wonderful lady is loved 
and missed more than ever.’ Ray x 

 
9th April In celebration of Roger Burt’s 

birthday. ‘With love from Heather.’   
 
14th April In celebration of the birthday of 

Margaret Hardcastle. ‘With love’ from 
Mike. X 

 
16th April In celebration of the birthday of Bob 

Beere. ‘With love’ from Madge and all 
the family. 

 
19th April In memory of the late Ben Brain who 

passed away seven years ago today.  
‘Love, Karen and Sean.’ 

 
20th April In celebration of the birthday of 

Thomas Lord. ‘With love’ from Mum. 
 
21st April In memory of the late Jan Woski who 

passed away seven years ago today. 
‘All my love’, your wife, Ann.  

 
30th April    In celebration of the birthday of the 
     late John Smith. ‘With love from  
     Sally Anne, Jean, Ian, Emily,  
     Graham and David.’  

 

Derek Maidment 1st June 1027—11 March 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I wanted to thank each and every one of you for making 
him so welcome and making him feel part of this 
community. The warmth of the welcome here and the way 
he was included in so many activities gave  him a new 
lease of life, and it is a tribute to you all that Upper Heyford 
became his second home. If I list everything, I will almost 
inevitably miss someone out, so please don’t feel offended 
if I do. But he particularly cherished, in no particular order, 
footballing Sundays (with sherry and twiglets!), Warrener’ 
lunches, soup Sundays, cream teas (and Pimms!), the 
open gardens, the flower show, art weeks and cider-making 
– and just all the many, many kind invitations to your 
various Christmas drinks, barbeques, parties, suppers – as 
well as the many events that so many of you shared with 
him here at Two Trees’.      Trudie 
 

Derek was born in Queen Charlotte’s hospital in Fulham on 
1st June 1927, and remembers walking to his first school 
aged 3. In the mid-1930s the family moved to Greenford, 
Middlesex, but on the third day of the war, when only 12, he 
was evacuated to Wales The War defined his life. It took 
him in a direction different to the life that he and his parents 
had envisaged – but without it, he would never have met 
Marjorie, and 50 happy years of marriage, and would not 
have developed his life-long love of farming and animals, or 
of Shropshire and the Welsh countryside. He planned to 
study agriculture at Aberystwyth University, however, his 
uncle asked him to work on another farm he had bought 
and he become more interested in the practical side of 
farming – working 365 days a year, up at 5 milking cows, 
lambing through the night, joining Young Farmers’ and in 
1947 he entered a ploughing competition – with shire 
horses - and won first prize for having the straightest 
furrow, the judge being astounded that a lad from London 
had beaten the local opposition. 
In 1949 a serious spinal injury after a fall in a cowhouse, 
which required an operation to fuse his vertebra, meant at 
the age of 22 he was certified disabled and told in no 
uncertain terms that he could not contemplate a life 
farming. It did not stop him though from having a very 
successful career in sales with firms associated with 
farming 
 

Derek was a lovely gentle man, always courteous, polite, 

friendly and amusing, he will be sadly missed by his many 

friends here in Upper Heyford, and we cherish the  

memories of his time with us. 



 

     

SOMERTON NEWS 
 

On St. George’s Day, 23rd April, the church bells rang out 

in celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday. 

Frederick Thompson was baptized on 8 May witnessed by 

nearly a hundred family, friends and villagers and this 

service was followed by a very enthusiastic meeting of the 

Sunday Club. 

May, as this goes to print, sees the start of the newly timed 

Matins and Holy Communion Service  – the service is now 

held at 11.00 am on the third Sunday of each month and 

we hope this will be a popular time for this service 

The funding of the lighting project is proceeding well and 

we are enormously grateful for all the work Suzie Leon has 

done to get this off the ground and for the wonderful 

generosity of village residents who have so far contributed 

over £1000.    Work is expected to start on 6th June.    

Suzie is planning to open her garden and give teas on 18th 

June to raise further funds – our aim is to have the project 

fully funded by grants and donations. 

Following our Quinquennial inspection earlier this year, we 

anticipate work will start on the urgent repointing work and 

parapet stonework repairs within the next few weeks. 

On Sunday 12th June we shall be celebrating the ninetieth 

birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.    The theme of the 

service will be the Queen and the King she serves.    

Everyone is welcome to this special service, which will 

include some of the Queen’s favourite hymns and 

appropriate readings.      Festive refreshments will follow 

the service and you can come dressed for the occasion if 

you wish! 

 

Baptism 
 

Frederick  George Thompson  

We welcome you into the 

fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same 

heavenly Father; 

we welcome you. 

Thames Valley Police 
 

Out and about 
Officers from the team carried out a speed check in 
Somerton Road Upper Heyford on 27th April when 6 
tickets were issued for excess speed, 6 cautions were 
given and a driver reported for excess speed and 
summonsed to attend court, 4 of the drivers stopped were 
from surrounding villages. 
WPC Brown attended Fringford spring fayre where there 
were a lot of activities going on, including afternoon tea 
which was very enjoyable and PC Sullivan attended 
Finmere annual Parish council meeting where he gave on 
update. 
Over the coming weeks there are a lot of village events 
taking place, we are hoping to attend as many as possible 
that you have notified us of and look forward to seeing 
you. If you have any events you haven’t notified us of 
them please let me know and we will do our best to have 
a representative attend. I can be contacted on 
caroline.brown@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Speedwatch 
There are currently several active Speedwatch groups 
active in the community at present. Below are the results 
of action taken in the month of April. 
1st April- Upper Heyford- 1 speeder 
5th April- North Aston- 1 speeder 
6th April- North Aston- 2 speeders 
7th April- North Aston- 2 speeders 
12th April- North Aston- 1 Speeder 
14th April- Ardley- 4 Speeders 
19th April- Upper Heyford- 15 Speeders 
27th April- Ardley- 2 Speeders 
If you are interested in setting up a scheme please contact 
the Rural Team on 
BicesterruralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

VILLAGE GREEN QUILTERS  
are holding a Bargello Table Runner workshop  

on Tuesday 14th June from 12.30 – 4.30  

in Somerton Village Hall.  Cost £15. 

Cutting to be done in advance preferably.   
 

Meeting on May 24th – 1.30 – 4.30 for cutting under 
supervision.  Cost £7.50. 
 

For requirement list and to book a place call Freya on 
01869 346546 (freya.davy@btinternet.com or Pauline on 
01869 346654 (pauline@ranik-group.com 
 

Hope to see lots of people – new faces and familiar faces 
– there. 



 

SOMERTON CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Blue Tits—It was worth it. 
Much to our surprise the Blue Tits are feeding 
young in the nest box. 
We only put the nest box up in January, didn't 
expect much for the first time. However we had 
seen a Blue Tit investigating the box and 
chipping away at the entrance hole and then it 
all seemed to go  quiet. 
Suddenly on the morning of Friday 20 May  we 
noticed a bird above the box with grubs in its 
beak, and from then on the pair of birds have 
constantly been visiting the box, taking in food 
and bringing out the sacks of excrement. It is 
apparent which is the female, being slightly 
larger than the male, she struggles to get in and 
out of the opening. 
It is very rewarding to sit and watch the activities 
and are now looking forward to seeing the 
fledglings.  Bill Jeffries, Heyford Park 



 

Events Calendar - At a Glance 

Wednesday 8 June Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall at 1.30pm (not the usual 2pm) 
Special lunch prepared by Tony 

Saturday 11 June The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration at Somerton 
Street party 

Saturday 11 June The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration at Heyford Park 2—5pm 
Street party, Community Gardens, opposite the Chapel—Meet & Mingle 

Sunday 12 June Cream Teas, Upper Heyford Village Hall to celebrate 
The Queen’s  90th Birthday and new village playground 

Monday 13 June The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room 8—9.45pm 
Life’s Legacy talk by Rev Dr Gerry Moate 

Tuesday 14 June Village Green Quilters, Somerton Village Hall 12.30—4.30pm 

Bargello Table Runner workshop  

Wednesday 15 June Heyfords’ WI Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm 

 

Wednesday 22 June Drop in sessions at Heyford Park Community Centre at 7.30pm 

Look at the plans for Heyford Park 

Sunday 26 June Steeple Aston Choral Society, Steeple Aston Village Hall at 7pm 
As I Walked Forth One Summers Day  
Concert  of English Summer Songs 

Friday 8 July Fritwell School Fete at 6pm 

Sunday 10 July Heyford Park Open Gardens 10am—4pm 

Sunday 11 July Watch Wimbledon Men’s Final at Somerton Village Hall and enjoy Pimms & 

Strawberries 

Wednesday 13 July Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall at 2pm 

Friday 15 July Film Night, Somerton Village Hall  

Sunday 17 July Cream Teas, Upper Heyford Reading Room 2-4pm 

Wednesday 20 July Heyfords WI Farm visit Jersey Manor Farm, Somerton 

Sunday 31 July Cream Teas, Upper Heyford Reading Room 2-4pm 




