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Upper Heyford resident Douglas Schlaepfer, 97, was among the many veterans who joined the Queen as she led the
VJ Day celebrations in London with a fly past, a parade from Horse Guards and wreath laying ceremony.
Photos:
Douglas with his daughter and granddaughter on Horse Guards Parade, and Douglas in conversation with Prime
Minister Mr Cameron. Douglas was called up in 1939 and served with 114th Field Regiment Royal Artillery and spent
the war in Burma. We pay our respects to Douglas for his service to this country and we send him our very best wishes.
We are sorry to report that Douglas is in hospital at the moment and we pray that he will soon be home with his family.
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Dear friends,
By now we will already be well into 2016, but may I wish you all a Happy New Year. And while it’s still fresh in my mind
I’d like to say what a pleasure it was to take part in so many joyful and well-attended Christmas services around our
benefice. Thank you to all who helped prepared for these services, through music, refreshments, flowers, readings,
performances in nativity plays, lighting candles and clearing up. It’s always a delight to see our churches playing their
part in community life, especially at Christmas.
As I reflect back on two years of ministry as Team Rector I am struck by how many connections exist across the villages
of the benefice. It’s something that is a real strength of this area. There are family ties between the villages, participation
in social groups and clubs, people visit the shops and catch up on local news, the schools and churches draw together
people from the villages, play groups and toddler groups, pubs, social media groups, sports and scouts, fetes and
parties, poetry and art groups…the list could go on. They all play their part in keeping us living and working together. It’s
easy to overlook how important these activities are for us. As with many aspects of life we sometimes take the ordinary
things for granted, but would really miss them if they were gone. None of us want to feel isolated, and even if we don’t
participate actively in many groups it’s good to know that there are things going on which keep community spirit alive.
I often hear people say how they miss the community spirit of the past when people were ‘real neighbours’ and many
villages were largely self-sufficient. In my experience all is not lost. There is still a tremendous amount of goodwill to be
had if we play our part. But we have to come to terms with the fact that our lives are much more spread out than in the
past. We belong to families scattered all over the country (or world), do our shopping miles away or on-line, and form our
opinions from a global perspective. Yet we still look to the local community to provide certain important aspects of our
lives. An internet chat-room cannot replace a real live ‘hello’ as we walk down the street!
In most of our villages new people move in from time to time. I think the true test of community spirit is how well we
welcome those new people. In fact I believe the true test of any organisation or interest group is how well it
welcomes the newcomer. A former Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, said ‘The Church is the only society that
exists for the benefit of those who are not its members.’ We should always be outward facing in our ministry. I’m sure we
can all remember occasions when we valued a friendly face or helpful information when we faced a new start in life.
Could you take the opportunity to be a friend to a stranger? What do you value in your life that you could share?
Perhaps you can extend an invitation to the local pub, or a church service, or social group?
Building up community spirit through friendship and inclusion is one small but significant way of keeping our Christian
values alive. In the life and teaching of Jesus Christ we see how God invites all people to share in his blessings. This is
one of the most powerful ways of working against the division and hatred so often seen at work in our world. And it is a
work that can begin on our doorstep.
With all good wishes for 2016.
Yours in the service of Jesus Christ, Stephen

Lent Course 2016–Love’s Redeeming Work
The Power of Anglican Spirituality Past and Present
(Each meeting at 7:30 with compline)
Thursday 18th February—7.30pm at St. Olave’s Fritwell - Pilgrimage
Thursday 25th February—7.30pm at St. Mary’s Lower Heyford – The Scriptures
Thursday 3rd March—7.30pm at St. James’ Somerton – A Reformed Faith
Thursday 10th March—7.30pm at ABVM Souldern – Writers & Poets
Thursday 17th March—7.30pm at Heyford Park Chapel – A Global Vision
(Our donations during the Lent Course will support the Barnabas Fund)

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY
The Men’s Forum
An open invitation to a talk by Willie Shepherd
Reconstructing Ancient Battles
Salamis & Plataea
480-479BC: “Greece on the razor’s edge”

Tuesday 1st March 7.30-9.30pm, Upper Heyford Reading Room
RSVP: Rev Geoff Price 01869 346262 or Colin Simpson 07717755 036 (colin@goentertain.tv)
A Cherwell Valley Churches Initiative

HEYFORDS WI
Formed in January 1935
Monthly Meeting on
Wednesday 17th February
to be followed by a talk
starting at 8pm
Rod Stentiford will be talking about the formation and history of the Metropolitan Police
Special Escort Service and his experiences
as a member of that service
Parishioners are invited to attend this most
interesting talk by Rod with illustrated slides
and with light refreshments
Visitors £2

Pop-up Cafe
St Mary’s Lower Heyford
Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh
coffee and home made cakes. Tea, soft drinks and
sometimes sandwiches are available.
Open to all and free of charge
Donations towards running costs gratefully received

Healthy Heyford Walks
Why not join us!
We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55
am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for
approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5
– 6 miles in length unless otherwise stated.
It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we
walk!

GRAND BRICBRIC-a-BRAC & JUMBLE
SALE
Saturday 20th February
2.00 – 4.00
Barnes Memorial Hall
Somerton.
Remember, one person’s rubbish is
another’s treasure and we have loads of
good things. Bric-a-brac, clothing, books,
crockery, dvds and all the usual stuff.
Tea, coffee and home-made cakes and a
Raffle. Free entry.

Soup Sundays
Upper Heyford Reading Room

Souldern
Community Market

Locally produced Provisions, Cakes & Pastries,
Plants & Vegetables, Art & Craft
(Subject to availability)
Breakfasts Sausage & Bacon Baps, Tea & Coffee
(to eat in or take out)
Village Hall
9:00am-12 mid-day (3rd Saturday of the month)
2016 Dates
February 20th March 19th April 16th May 21st June tbc
Tel: 01869 345931 or email: barbara.a.mcgarry@gmail.com
to book a stall

7th Feb 12-2pm
28rd Feb 12.2pm
13th March 12-2pm
Choice of 2 lovely homemade soups with rustic
crusty bread only £2.50
Plus a slice of homemade cake and cup of tea/
coffee £1.50
No bookings necessary.

Katharine House Hospice
25th Anniversary
February meeting will be on
Tuesday 9th February.
7.15p.m. Barnes Memorial Hall
Somerton
THE BOWAN TECHNIQUE
Angie Woodard
Soul Energy was founded by Angie Woodard
after realising the need to increase awareness
of holistic therapies by using specialists
in their own fields.
All welcome.
Visitors £3 to include wine and refreshments.
Contact Shirley 01869 346868 for more details

is holding its ‘Care for a Cuppa’ week in March
Veronica & Ian will be supporting this event at

The Rickyard, Mill Lane
Friday 11th March 10.30—12 noon
Please call in for a friendly chat over a coffee or tea
with a nice piece of homemade cake for just £3
Raffle

What’s going on at Cherwell District Council?
Planning brings some good news (for a change!) to start the year. The 2015 annual monitoring report we have to
produce to show how the District is doing against the government’s housing supply targets reveals that we are achieving
the vital 5-year supply. In fact, projecting forward for three 5-year periods, 2014-19 shows 5.1 years, 2015-2020 shows
5.3 years and 2016 to 2021 shows 5.8 years supply. Such an increasing trajectory with a wide margin for error, slippage
and mishap makes the figures even more secure. This is vital as aggressive developers routinely challenge the whole
basis of these figures (like any future projections, they rely on assumptions which can always be questioned) in planning
appeals – though the last such challenge, during the recent Kirtlington appeal, was turned down flat by the Inspector.
The reason all this arcane figure work matters to you, me and developers is that, with an adopted Local Plan and 5-year
housing projections above target, planning applications have to be in accordance with District plans to be approved:
without them, there is a “presumption in favour” of unbridled development. So this is good news in that it gives our
villages some protection.
Neighbourhood Plans form part of the Local Plan, once finalised, and therefore this also gives them substantial weight
– or should do. This is important for all those putting effort into our Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan to protect our
villages. So it was extremely disappointing when a Planning Inspector overturned Cherwell’s decision to refuse 54
houses in Hook Norton because they didn’t fit Hooky’s Neighbourhood Plan. We think the Inspector was wrong in law by
not applying the NP’s stipulation that no more than 20 houses should be built in one place at one time. We are therefore
going to challenge this in court: it will be expensive but the principle that NP’s should be followed is so important, for Mid
Cherwell especially, that it is worth the price.
“Need not Greed” is the combative name of another challenge, this time made by a number of conservation bodies led
by CPRE (the Campaign to Protect Rural England: I declare an interest, as a member) who are challenging a body
called the Local Economic Partnership over their projections for Oxfordshires jobs and housing. Although the LEP
includes Council leaders, including Cherwell’s, its members are mainly appointees from business interests and it meets
in private without published minutes, which seems dodgy. Despite this, Inspectors treat its figures as sacrosanct, driving
the ridiculously inflated housing numbers now being inflicted on Bicester, Banbury and Upper Heyford. So, although this
is a bit of a conflict of interest for me, I am glad to see the LEP’s processes and housing numbers challenged and will
watch Need not Greed with interest.
Building isn’t always bad, of course, when it’s in the right place. Cherwell has been picking up accolades for its Build!
scheme of “self build” homes. This is where people get homes at more affordable prices by doing some or all of the work
themselves (the rather unattractive term “sweat equity”!). There are four levels available depending on the site:
•
final finish involves just decorating and outside landscaping
•
self finish involves a lot more: fixtures and fittings, doors, walls and ceilings, kitchens and bathrooms as well.
These first two are suited to flat refurbishments in town centres and urban regeneration.
•
watertight shell means you do everything inside, all internal structures, partitions, plumbing and wiring. You are
more likely to find this in villages and on new estates around the edges of towns.
•
serviced plot is the ultimate self build, as on Graven Hill in Bicester. All you get is planning permission and utilities
up to the boundary.
Obviously, all of this needs a lot of skill as well as sweat, so there is a lot of support available both to ensure the projects
work and that the end results are safe and comply with Building Regulations. The reason I mention this is that we’ve had
two plots in Steeple Aston in the Build! programme and there is huge interest from people around here in the Graven Hill
site so, if you’d got the time and want to use that in place of money, have alook on the Cherwell DC website.
James Macnamara

Winter
The winter slowly turns with the returning light. Indeed it is the light more than temperature that helps all nature begin
to push forward. Somehow plants sense how the earth turns again on its journey towards being closer to the sun. It is
a magic time in nature when the buds on the trees begin to grow and even the deepest seeds sense the change in
light and the movement of the planets above them. Why does each Christmas rose or bud of Japonica or winter jasmine flower when it does. Somehow they know their time through the energy of the movement of the earth through its
journey to the sun. The holly and the ivy both keep their greenness through the winter months. Both were used by the
Druids in their rites during the solstice. The Druids would decorate their shrines with its branches to make sure life
would continue through the winter. They also believed it was the red breasted robin who gathered its branches and lit
them in sunlight to bring fire to mankind. The tree itself was thought to bring courage, spiritual strength and warrior
magic. Fairies are also said to like its roots and branches. They are said to bring their magic to the gardens with holly
trees. Of course in Christian tradition the holly is the symbol of eternal life with the prickly evergreen leaves representing Christ's crown of thorns and the red berries his blood.<?xml:namespace prefix = "o" ns = "urn:schemas-microsoftcom:office:office" />
Ivy is the female equivalent of the Holly and represents eternal life. The Druids would tie Holly, Ivy and Elder together
and put them on the solstice fires to bring fertility to the soil for the spring time. It would bring the life force to the
house and lands for the next year. Ivy is said to represent love, friendship and fidelity. When placed in the garden Ivy
also encouraged the magic creatures. The solstice fire would burn through the night on the solstice until the sun would
rekindle the next year at dawn. In this way the earth and all life on earth was honoured and protected for the next
year. Many people still honour the ancient tradition by lighting a candle and letting it burn through the night. Perhaps
what is important is rekindling the light of hope, wonder, and new growth within ourselves for the next year so the harvest of our humanity will be even greater.
Debra Kaatz

Coarse Gardening
It hasn’t exactly been the weather for gardening, has it? All that unseasonable warmth before and around Christmas,
and the high winds and relentless rain. The poor souls in the north flooded out again and again... It doesn’t bear
thinking about.
My main activities outside have been confined to picking up branches blown off the brittle willows and the ash tree by
the roaring westerlies whipping across the valley, peering shortsightedly up at the TV aerial and wondering whether it’ll
stay there, and shouting, “Go back, you fools!” at the daffodils. Ours are mainly the variety ‘February Gold’, which have
a well-established track-record of getting it wrong since usually they flower in March - but January? How wrong do they
want to be?
They are not the only ones. Quite a few hapless spring flowers put their heads up for Christmas Day. On the canal
bank not only daffodils were being shredded by the gales, but hellebores and primroses too, both of which do admittedly
often start flowering in winter. A couple of over-eager, brassy celandines were flaunting their Ra-Ra skirts way out of
season and even a few bewildered violets peeped out. No doubt you have your own list of crackpot vegetation which
lost its head over the absence of frost - roses left over from the summer, red geraniums surviving happily outside, the
snowdrops and hazel catkins at Middleton Stoney out before the end of the year again (they’ve pulled that stunt before),
lawn daisies staging a come-back before a less than appreciative audience which keeps muttering, “I should have cut
that grass before it got too wet,” and so on. Indeed I should. And I should have picked up all the fallen apples, too,
instead of allowing them to go to slithery mush all over the grass.
Others have benefited from the soft and sloppy conditions, including the bonus of rotting apples. I refer to our fine
summer crop of field-voles, which has not suffered its annual population knock-back, or at least not so far: we could yet
have a real winter, of course. It’s an interesting name, field-vole. They used to be called vole-mice, which makes a
great deal more sense, since vole is a Nordic word for field, so that back a bit they were field-mice, okay? Their modern
name translates as field-field, which is pleasingly nonsensical. I have it filed away with other rubbish in my head,
together with the suburb of Los Angeles which I once visited called Glendale, which means, if you think about it, valleyvalley. Then there is the River Avon, where the word avon is Celtic for - you’ve guessed it - river. You can imagine
some Roman, surveying Ancient Britain, standing on the bank with a wax writing-tablet, saying, “What do you call that?”
and an Ancient Brit replying, “River. It’s what we call a river, look you, isn’t it, by damn, you stupid foreigner, never seen
one before, is it?” Well, all that aside, our little furry field-fields seem to have benefited the cat, if nobody else. She
hardly bothered to come in to be fed over Christmas, yet she has maintained her bright eyes, gleaming white teeth and
cottage-loaf figure, so it would appear that she has been working to reduce the swarm. I hope she has, otherwise they
will be having what you might call a vole-day among my newly planted bulbs.
According to Goethe, the human soul has an innate sense of the beautiful. He compiled a list of things to do which
would nurture and enhance this sense, to include reading a good poem, looking at a fine picture, and hearing at least
one little song each day. I’m sure we could readily add to this. Some might include inhaling the scent of roses, admiring
a lovely landscape or listening to birdsong in a wildflower meadow humming with bees. Personally, I can find great soulsatisfaction in contemplating a Full English Breakfast. Goethe himself also added, “If possible, speak a few sensible
words,” but I think that’s going a bit far; best not to be too unrealistic - I mean, every day? Come on! It’s the ‘little song’,
though, that gets to me. I have serious trouble with that. You see, every time I undertake some mindless, rhythmic task
in the garden, like sweeping, or raking up leaves, my brain, uninvited, puts on a record of some idiot piece of music and
won’t stop. It wouldn’t be so bad if it was really worth listening to, but my little grey cells, for want of something better to
do, tend to pick fragments of some pointless ditty that I don’t even know properly, and loop them. Recently it has been
‘Georgia’. I have had Georgia on my mind. Again, I don’t really know the thing and I don’t want to, so please don’t tell
me. And who or what is Georgia? The country? The state? The girl? And do I care? Just make it stop! And there are
worse ones. My father used to whistle ‘Don’t Fence Me In’, implanting it deep within my subconscious, the lyrics of
which went, so far as I can recall, Dum-de-dum, dum-de-dum, dum-de-dum-de-dum-de-dum, Doooon’t Fence Me In
(repeat) (repeat) (STOP IT!!) From my now far-distant childhood there is another brain-worm popular song of the day
which featured (I thought, anyway) a bizarre, surreal family comprising Mairsy Doates, Dozy Doates, and Little Lambsie
Tivy. Plus, a Kiddely Tivy, too. Wooden choo. They come back to haunt me now with every push of the broom. You
have to consider that possibly Johann Wolfgang Goethe did not number the use of yard-brooms and garden rakes
among his many accomplishments or he would not have been so sanguine about his precious ‘little song’. And as for
the words - they hardly add up to the ‘good poem’ every day, do they? ‘There was a young girl of Tralee’ has more merit.
Perhaps the leaves are best ignored and the pathways left unraked in favour of a log fire, a good book, and some real
music playing softly in the background. May your soul be fed by the sight of filthy weather outside while you relish the
prospect of tea and crumpets in the warm. Enjoy the rest of 2016.
Roger Burt.

The Heyford and District
Branch of the
Royal British Legion
is actively looking for new members to
join this worthwhile national charity
which supports serving and retired men
and women of our Armed Forces and
their families.
Previous military service is not a requirement for membership and
the annual fee is only £15.
Anyone interested should contact either the
Branch President, Lt Gen Bob Menzies,
(e-mail: rcmenzies@btinternet.com
or telephone 07759 174226) or the
Branch Vice Chairman, Lt Col Jack Goodman
(e-mail: jackgoodman516@gmail.com
or telephone: 07791-399823)
for details of how to join.

Poppy Collection 2015
For this year’s Poppy Appeal, I feared that, like Kipling’s Tommy Atkins, the ending of hostilities and the lack of major
anniversaries would see attention diverted elsewhere. I needn’t have worried! Our villages’ generosity to those who
served their country and are now suffering is undiminished: so far, I have banked a wonderful £1,324, comparable with
any previous year – thank you.
While I don’t normally make comparisons, I have to mention Upper Heyford’s village collection tin, which was
suspiciously light when I picked it up from Jack Goodman – due to the extraordinary number of people who had put in
notes instead of coins. As, in addition, there were collections in Heyford Park, by Chris Mullineux and on the counter at
the Community Store, and at the Barley Mow, that is a very generous parish.
But each parish has its own ways: in Rousham, Charles Cottrell Dormer not only collects on the doorstep but also holds
a full Remembrance service as well, with a generous collection. In Lower Heyford and Caulcott, Emily Daly and Denise
Ball both braved the appalling weather with collecting tins and increasingly soggy trays to excellent effect while the Bell,
the Horse & Groom and the Canal Shop all gave up precious counter space for the appeal. Meanwhile, in Somerton, my
hard working collector might have been forgiven for being distracted by her new Parliamentary duties: I think it is only
fair to relieve her of this task next year and hope we can persuade someone new to step into her shoes – please do call
me on 340109 or at james@macnamara.net if you’d like to lend a hand.
It all culminated in a well attended Remembrance service at Lower Heyford, with a generous collection supporting the
appeal, and wreaths were laid on behalf of the Parish (as Poppy Appeal Organiser, I had to hand the wreath to myself
as Parish Council Chairman!) and the Royal British Legion. This was followed by a strong turnout at Upper Heyford’s
war memorial where wreaths were laid by the Parish and the Legion, for the Burma Star Association, the Women’s
Institute, Thames Valley Police and a strong contingent from the Scouts and Guides.
With so many involved, collecting, donating, organizing services and functions, I am bound to have missed out
someone – apologies, and an enormous thank you to everyone for your contributions to a thoroughly worthwhile cause.
James Macnamara – Poppy Appeal Organiser

Poetry Corner
“Wind” by Ted Hughes
I have chosen this poem because I thought that most people could relate to the experience of extremely fierce gales. I
am writing this at the beginning of January and we have certainly had some very strong winds of late. Lying in bed,
when the wind is blowing wildly, it really does feel as if you are out at sea, being tossed around. The darkness seems to
magnify the fear of trees being uprooted and crashing down, of branches being hurled across the landscape, of windows
shattering with the wind’s force. You feel very small and helpless!
Ted Hughes, Poet Laureate from 1984 until his death in 1998, was born in Mytholmroyd, A Yorkshire village. He lived,
on and off, in a house on top of a hill in the Pennines, where the wind blew without obstruction across the tops of the
moors. One of the gales that he experienced in this house, inspired this poem “Wind”.
Hughes is not a sentimental poet. His choice of words is strong, exact, realistic, so that his imaginative descriptions truly
strike home. In this poem he tells how, when he braves the weather to go out to the coal-house to fetch fuel, he only
‘dares’ to look up once and, when he does, he feels the balls of his eyes have been ‘dented’ by the wind. The magpie, a
strong bird, is ‘flung away’ and the black-back gull, an even bigger bird, looks like an iron bar being slowly bent, as it
battles the force of the wind.
Inside the house, the humans can do nothing except listen and fear. The windows tremble; the very roots of the house
seem to move. It’s a compelling piece of writing, which I hope you’ll enjoy.
Wind
This house has been far out at sea all night,
The woods crashing through darkness, the booming hills,
Winds stampeding the fields under the window
Floundering black astride and blinding wet
Till day rose; then under an orange sky
The hills had new places, and wind wielded
Blade-light, luminous black and emerald,
Flexing like the lens of a mad eye.
At noon I scaled along the house-side as far as
The coal-house door. Once I looked up Through the brunt wind that dented the balls of my eyes
The tent of the hills drummed and strained its guyrope,
The fields quivering, the skyline a grimace,
At any second to bang and vanish with a flap;
The wind flung a magpie away and a blackBack gull bent like an iron bar slowly. The house
Rang like some fine green goblet in the note
That any second would shatter it. Now deep
In chairs, in front of the great fire, we grip
Our hearts and cannot entertain book, thought,
Or each other. We watch the fire blazing,
And feel the roots of the house move, but sit on,
Seeing the window tremble to come in,
Hearing the stones cry out under the horizons.

Ted Hughes 1930-1998

Heather Burt

Thames Valley Police
Our Force is supporting a campaign being launched this week to encourage people to be aware of scams based around
social engineering.
Independent expert advice service Get Safe Online is running the campaign following a 21% rise nationally last year in
reported incidents of social engineering - otherwise known as phishing - scams.
Social engineering is a targeted scam where fraudsters manipulate their victims into sharing confidential information.
This may happen via email, telephone calls, text messages or via post.
Get Safe Online has developed TV advertising, national and local advertising, as part of its campaign. Leaflets, posters
and information is being shared across the Thames Valley region, along with messages via social media.
To find out more social engineering and get advice on protecting yourself from fraudsters, see the
Get Safe Online website.
If you are a victim of fraud, you can report it to Action Fraud, the UK’s national fraud reporting centre, by calling 0300
123 20 40 or by visiting the Action Fraud website.
If you have been a victim of banking fraud or spot irregular activity on your account, contact your bank immediately as
there will be more chance that your losses may be recovered

THE RED LION

Steeple Aston OX25 4RY

01869 340225

•

Specialising in delicious, thin crust pizza to eat in or take away.

•

Amazing quality Sunday roasts served noon to 2.30pm.

•

Tuesday night sirloin steak, fries and a glass of wine for only £12.

•

Annual "Fun Christmas Quiz" Monday 14 December 7.30pm

•

Carols around the piano Tuesday 22 December from 6.30pm

•

There are a few tables left for Christmas Day lunch at time of writing.

•

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at the Red Lion

Now seeking staff: we have part time and full time vacancies in the bar and
kitchen.

•

go to www.redlionsteepleaston.co.uk for details of all our offers.

Stan Morris
It is with great sadness that we report the passing of Stan, a Somerton stalwart and for the
last 10 years treasurer of Valley News, and past treasurer of Somerton church.
Daughter Sally remembers her father:
Dad started life with a humble upbringing in the Dock area of Liverpool. His childhood shaped his
values in his life. He adored and respected his parents, who although poor, did all they could to
provide for their family and they never went without. He came from a family who were hard workers,
honest, decent, kind people and those characteristics were very important to him and ones that he
wanted to instil into his own children.
Dad was a clever and intelligent man. Despite his modest beginnings, he went to the Liverpool
Institute, which was a grammar school, where he thrived on their high standards of teaching.
Whilst there he saw an advertisement for recruitment to the Civil Service and duly applied for a
position. This became his life career and it was a long and very successful one. The Civil Service offered him the opportunities he
was looking for to travel (not to mention the 6 weeks’ annual holiday allowance and an excellent early retirement package!)
After establishing himself in the Civil Service he met Mum when he was 26 and she was 19! Dad would regularly indulge us with
stories of the fabled night he met Mum. Dad was at a party and Mum walked into the room and took his breath away. For him it was
love at first sight. As he said, he could never believe his luck that Mum accepted his proposal of marriage, and clearly 54 happy
years later, Dad obviously knew then what he was looking for!
Their honeymoon was a Civil Service relocation to Cyprus. For a couple, who at that point, had never been more than 50 miles from
home, this was a big adventure. My brothers, Andy and Jon, were born there, and they all enjoyed the expat lifestyle for a few years,
before popping back to Blackburn for my arrival, and then we were all posted out to Germany. Once more, another happy and
exciting adventure, this time for his completed family.
We all came back to the UK in 1971 and settled in Keynsham, just outside Bath.
For Dad his happiness was in the security of his family. This was very important to him and he worked hard to give us all a
wonderful, happy, secure childhood and upbringing. Whilst Dad gave us clearly defined boundaries in terms of behaviour and the
way we should conduct ourselves, he was also scrupulously fair to each of us.
But the one thing we all grew up with, was Dad’s love of a good debate! Never one to hold back, he relished playing devil’s advocate
on any subject on offer, and with any fool who was prepared to listen to him! As he always said, there is no point in having a
conversation if everyone agrees with each other! He thoroughly enjoyed the stimulation of a good debate. It was never meant to be
taken personally (though more often than not it was by the opposing side). He could happily debate most subjects in such an
articulate and quietly persuasive manner that he usually won the argument!
Dad was incredibly well read. I will always think of him with a large pile of library books at his side. His favourite subjects, were
British history and American politics. With a fantastic mind for historical facts and general knowledge, even right to the end, it made
him a much sought after team member of the Somerton Village Quiz nights, and think I am right in saying he was given a handicap in
order to give everyone else a head start!
Dad’s knowledge of words always came in handy for me. On many occasions, I had to ask him for his help to get me out of scrapes,
usually with a bank manager or a troublesome Landlord! He wrote eloquent letters, with an extensive and clever use of the English
language to make his point. Never rude, or aggressive, but always assertive.
Apart from reading, some of Dad’s other passions were golf and gardening. As far, as I am aware Dad played golf several times a
week for a good 20 plus years, and yet he never managed to achieve a handicap of less than 23! He thoroughly enjoyed his time
on the course, along with the companionship and conversation of his fellow golfing friends. Also in retirement, he was very happy to
potter in the garden, and had a love for shrubs and mulch, and basically anything that would provide weed cover, and make his job
less arduous!
Dad was a truly fantastic grandfather to his 6 grandchildren. Always interested in their lives, never judgemental of them and he was
the first to follow their respective progress through life. I know my boys had a huge respect for Dad, and loved spending time with
him. When they were little, they would savour many hours together happily watching war movies, usually a Band of Brothers or
Saving Private Ryan. Films that were possibly inappropriate for, at that time, 5 year olds!
Although he lived down South for the majority of his life, Dad would never have admitted to being a Southerner. He had very strong
feelings for, and was extremely proud of, his Liverpuddlian background. He was massive supporter of Liverpool Football club of the
Bill Shankly era, and always enjoyed meeting other Scouser’s and swapping stories with them. For example, I do remember him
buying some useless, dodgy internet package only because the telephone salesman was from Liverpool!
Dad’s decline over the last few years was so hard to watch. Stoical to the end, and without fuss or drama, in the same way he lived
his life. But he was hugely comforted by the fact that Mum was always by his side, and looked after him so devotedly throughout his
dreadful and debilitating illness.
Dad was a good man. A fantastic husband, brother, son, grandfather, and of course the best Dad you could possibly wish for.
To describe Stan as a character is an understatement, he was very knowledgeable, witty, and held strong views which he was happy
to express to anyone willing to listen! He was what one would call an honest and straightforward man totally without pretentiousness
who was good company. We are most grateful for all the work that he did for the local community and will certainly miss him and
remember him with great affection. We send our condolences to Beryl and family

Katharine House Hospice 25th Anniversary
2015 marks the 25th Anniversary of
Katharine House Hospice, and the
Hospice will be celebrating the occasion
with events and campaigns throughout
the year. To keep up to date with
happenings, please visit
www.khh.org.uk, or phone the
Fundraising Office on 01295 816484
Festival of Open Gardens
We’re celebrating the Hospice’s 25th anniversary by
organising our biggest Festival of Open Gardens to date.
If you’re proud of your garden, why not open it as part of
this Silver Anniversary? Or get together with a group of
friends from your street and all open on the same day?
We will support you throughout and will feature every
garden in our 2016 Festival of Open Gardens booklet, to
be sent out with our next newsletter. Please contact
Community Fundraiser Sarah Brennan on 01295 816484
or email sarah.brennan@khh.org.uk to open your garden
and raise valuable funds for Hospice care. Closing date to
register gardens - Friday 19th February 2016.
Care for a Cuppa Week: 6th – 13th March 2016
Why not hold a coffee morning or afternoon tea for
Katharine House between Sunday 6th – Sunday 13th
March 2016 (or anytime convenient!). Invite your friends
and family round for a cuppa, cake and chat, and ask for
donations towards cake and coffee. We will provide you
with a fundraising pack complete with posters, invitations,
recipes and top tips to make your event a success.
Call the fundraising team on 01295 816484 to order your
Care for a Cuppa fundraising pack or email
sarah.brennan@khh.org.uk . Every penny you raise by
organising a Care for a Cuppa event will make a
tremendous difference to local patients and their families.
Local Lottery. Local Winners.
It costs £5,000 to run the Katharine House inpatient unit
for one day. In 2016, the Hospice would like to raise
enough money from the Katharine House Hospice weekly
Lottery to fund that inpatient unit for one day each week.
By joining the lottery you can make a huge difference in
your local community, and you’ll be in with a chance of
winning one of 20 prizes each week, with a top prize of
£1,000!
Each week, the lucky winners receive a call – and a big
cheque - from Wendy, our Lottery Coordinator. Join today
and next week it could be you! Results are also printed in
the Banbury Guardian and posted on the Katharine House
Hospice Facebook page each week. For more information
call 01295 816484 or email lottery@khh.org.uk.
Katharine House Hospice on Social Media
Did you know? You can follow us on your favourite social
media channels to keep up to date with news, events, and
photos from Katharine House Hospice.
Join the
conversation – we’d love to hear from you!
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/katharinehouse/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/khhosp
Katharine House Hospice Stall Sale: Saturday, 19th
March 2016 – 11am – 2pm
Pat and Dot are having their annual Katharine House
Hospice stall sale at The Institute in Adderbury. Browse for
a bargain at this wonderful annual event, bric-a-brac,
donated items, books, cakes and toys.

Happy New Year!
The good behaviour
and manners of the
pupils at our school are
often commented on
when we take them on
school trips or out for
sporting events.
The
children always make
us feel very proud to be
their teachers.
We put a lot of this
down to the support we Fritwell School
receive from parents in
implementing our Behaviour Policy (which is reviewed
every year by staff and governors), and the work we do in
school with regards to our whole school values.
It took the staff and governors a good six months to
discuss and decide on our vision statement and the
values that we want our children to display. We now look
at each of those values every term in our worships and try
to weave them into every aspect of school life.
Children who show the values in school are rewarded with
a “hexagon” which they can display in the School Hall.
Anyone can award a hexagon: teaching staff, lunchtime
supervisors, visitors, children, and when the display board
is full the children receive a whole school treat. This
usually means coming off timetable for the afternoon and
enjoying extra-curricular activities like board games, junk
modelling, photography, craft etc. You’d be surprised how
many Year 6 boys like to go to Foundation Stage to build
with the bricks!
Now that our values are fully embedded into our school, it
would be great if the community could get involved too. If
you see any of our pupils outside of school displaying any
of our values, please let us know either by phone or e-mail
and we’ll ensure they receive a hexagon. The values are
displayed on our website, but are listed below as a
reminder.
Respect and compassion Personal success with humility
Inspired minds and wisdom Love and agape
Confidence, self-belief and endurance
Community, citizenship and service

Debbie McLeod Headteacher

Wanted!
Garage or workshop to rent for private
hobby car restoration. Must have electricity.
Please contact
Mob: 07955 344099
Email: Kalebvieira@ymail.com

Michael Rodgers on why he decided to write a book, and what the experience felt like
In February 1976 a letter from a colleague of someone called
Richard Dawkins landed on my desk. I was a commissioning
editor at the Oxford University Press and one of my interests
was science for the general reader, popular science. The letter
told me that Dawkins was writing a book, his first, tentatively
called The Selfish Gene. What followed, persuading Richard
Dawkins to sign up with the OUP and then working with him on
his book, published the following October, was one of the most
exciting periods of my life.
Years later (well, about 30 years later), the idea of writing a
book about a life in publishing gradually took hold of me. Here
was a world wholly unfamiliar to outsiders, and yet what an
amazing place I’d found it to be. I wanted to lift the veil on that
world and communicate to others – complete outsiders – what it
felt like meeting and working with extraordinary people,
discovering at first hand ideas that, when hearing about them
for the first time, were simply breathtaking.
Excuse me, I hear you say, did you say science? Accessible?
Interesting? From my early days in publishing at the end of the
1960s I became convinced that science could be made just as
absorbing to newcomers as subjects on the arts side. When I
presented books at sales conferences I knew that many of the
sales reps I was trying to enthuse were wary of science. I knew
that I had to make a special effort to make the subject not only
accessible, the trivial bit, but also interesting, the interesting bit.
But I never found this a difficult task: science is fascinating and
I enjoyed trying to communicate this.
There was something else, too, that I enjoyed. Whenever I
learned something new, a grand idea or a small but pleasing detail about science, or an amusing anecdote, my
automatic reaction was to want relate it to others. I stumbled into publishing and found out by chance that it enabled me
to do the things I most enjoyed doing.
So, the decision to write a book. I had been an editor for almost 35 years, seeing myself as a midwife, bringing books
into the world. You would think I would know all about what it feels like being an author. Not a bit of it. At each stage I
suffered the worries and stresses and neuroses that I’d seen so often from the other side, as authors create something
they feel passionate about. I mentioned this to our late, still missed Lower Heyford neighbour, Robin Hepworth, when
my book was in production at the publishers. Michael, said Robin, you should think of yourself as an elderly
‘primigravida’ (medical speak for a woman expecting her first child). That was helpful!
Delivery followed in due course: my book was published. What a feeling, seeing it for the first time, smelling it, reading
chunks of it… And being shamelessly happy to recommend it to family, friends, acquaintances, even complete
strangers. Will I really find it as engrossing as you claim, they ask. Yes!
Publishing and the Advancement of Science: from selfish genes to Galileo’s finger, by Michael Rodgers

Community Education at the Marlborough School, Woodstock
We are starting our morning Yoga and Pilates groups during week beginning 22 February.
Yoga Monday 9.40-11.10am £39, Yoga Thursday 9.30-11am £39
Pilates Monday 11.15am-12.15pm £28, Pilates Thursday 11.15am-12.15pm £28
Yoga Monday 7.30-9pm spaces available payment pro rata, Yoga Tuesday 4.30-6pm spaces available payment pro rata
Yoga Wednesday 7-8.30pm spaces available payment pro rata
Archery/Badminton for All Mondays 8.05-9.05pm spaces available payment pro rata
Zumba Gold Thursdays 5-6pm spaces available spaces available payment pro rata
Saturday 5 March:
Introduction to Roman Blind or Curtain Making 9.30-16.30 £40,
Traditional Upholstery 2 (takes place on 14 May as a 2 day course) 9.30-17.00 £90
Introduction to Reflexology 10.00-12.45 £18
Badminton and Table Tennis 10.00-11.00 £6
iPad / iPhone for Beginners 9.30-12.30 £20
Yoga for Healthy Hips and Knees 10.00-13.00 £18
Bicycle Maintenance 10.00-14.30 £27
Painting Using Special Effects 10.00-16.00 £34
Improving Your Blog 10.00-16.00 £34
Chocolate Workshop – Cake Decorating 10.00-16.00 £42
Stained Glass 10.00-17.00 £40 waiting list
Anyone Can Sing Workshop 10.30-13.00 £18
Archery 11.05-12.05 £6
iPad / iPhone for Improvers 13.00-16.00 £20
So Now You Can Sing Workshop 14.00-16.30 £18
A full copy of our 2015-16 brochure is now available to download on the Marlborough School website www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/
community. If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to book a place please telephone 01993 813592 or email
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.

Jean Rosalie Barker
Jean started life as Jean Wyatt on a farm in Ledwell, that little hamlet between Sandford-St-Martin and Great Tew, and
attended Dr Radcliffe’s School at Steeple Aston, where she excelled at sport. In the 1940s and 50s Dr Radcliffe’s was a
very competitive sporting environment and the head teacher was keen that the school should do well against its fellow
schools in the county. Jean was a star performer for the school winning the championship in 1949 & 50 taking first in
the high jump (with a school record), the 100 yards & 150 yards, plus the relay. She also represented the school in the
County Sports at Goring in 1949 winning the high jump, a very fine achievement. And, of course, she was in the netball
team.

Jean, third on the left on the back row

Later in life Jean put her skills to baking. Her speciality, cakes! Just one look at a recipe and she was off to make it, the
more complicated, the more decorative the better, she was known in the family as ‘Master Cake Maker’
Like so many brought up after WW2 Jean never ceased being thrifty, that essential way of life during the real austerity
times of the immediate post war years, so it was a case of look out for the bargains and buy two or even three!
Jean & Ray enjoyed travelling abroad, both in Europe and USA, and she was delighted when Ray took her off to Las
Vegas for her 65th birthday a not to be forgotten occasion.
When travelling in a car Jean was always on the look out for Eddie Stobart trucks, in
order to note the girls names on the individual trucks!
Jean was a much loved and friendly community minded person who was happy to help
out when called on especially with matters relating to Heyford Leys.
We send our condolences to Jean’s family, sons Andrew & Stephen, Stephen’s wife
Gillian, grandchildren Sarah & Aimee, and great grandchildren Lana, Rae, Josh & Mya,
and to Ray her devoted husband. She will be sadly missed.

The Heyfords WI Formed January 1935 - Valley News Report
As we now embark on a new year I am pleased to say we now have a new member joining us, Jenny
Jeffries from Heyford Park, which now brings our total to 10, hopefully more will follow over time.
December gave us a delicious Christmas lunch at “Kizzies”, also two of our members were fortunate
enough to receive tickets for “The Nutcracker” at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, these
tickets were limited to only a certain number of WI members and our members were amongst the
lucky ones in the ballot, needless to say
they enjoyed it very much.
Our 20th January meeting saw us making box greeting
cards, these proved very attractive and we all enjoyed
making them, although a little fiddley and sticky at times.
February 17th meeting speaker is Rod Stentiford talking
about the formation and history of the Metropolitan Police
Special Escort Service and his experiences as a member
of that service.
All are welcome to attend this interesting talk at a cost to
visitors of £2 – do come along.
March will be our AGM Meeting and a quarter of 2016 will
have passed - my time goes quickly!
As usual we meet the third Wednesday of every month at
7.30pm.
Denise Ball – secretary – 01869 343364
Members tuck into a lovely Christmas lunch at Kizzies

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association
It’s been relatively quiet over Christmas and New Year at Heyford Park, but now the builders and roadworkers are back
with us and we are again surrounded by frantic activity.
At our November meeting (which was held after the copy date for the December Valley News) we welcomed and
formally co-opted a new resident, Jemma Way, on to the Committee as she had agreed to act as Secretary to the
Association
We discussed a number of minor planning applications, but decided that none needed comment or objection
We heard a presentation from Paul Weaver who is a member of the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Executive. He
clarified the process of making the plan and emphasised the need for community input. We decided to hold an
exhibition, drop-in session and presentation on 20th February in the Chapel. This will be organised jointly with Upper
Heyford Parish Council and Somerton PC. Flyers will be delivered to all households in Heyford Park, Upper Heyford &
Somerton in due course.
Many concerns were expressed about the state of Camp Road and the apparent disorganisation of the works to improve
the road. It was agreed that we should write to Oxfordshire County Highways to ask then to exercise their
responsibilities to ensure that this public road was fit for traffic and safe for both traffic and pedestrians.
We agreed to hold our Annual General Meeting on 27th February in the Community Centre.
Shortly before Christmas we held a very successful and well attended Mulled Wine and Mince Pie Evening ably
organised by Carole Gother and Helen Heath (proprietor of the Community Shop & Café) with help from other
Committee members. It was really good to meet some of the new Heyford Parkers – including one who had literally
moved in on the day of the Get-together.
Another special event came to Heyford Park just before Christmas – a few residents managed to negotiate with Santa
Claus and persuaded him to visit all of Heyford Park with his elf ringing a big bell, all to the great delight of younger
residents.
We have also been working with consultants working for the Dorchester Group and Cherwell District Council on plans
for the Village Centre (especially the public house, new village hall and space for public events, and on the emerging
“Development Framework” (often called a Master Plan) for the additional growth now committed to take place.
Our website is going from strength to strength and is attracting a gratifying number of visits. Have a look at it at
http://www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk/ if you are not already familiar with it.

The changing view of Heyford Park (from the layby at Caulcott)

DIARY DATES
Saturday 20th February in the Chapel, Brice Road.
MID-CHERWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN—Exhibition and Drop-in Session between 11.00 & 3.00
Presentation and meeting from 3.15 till 4.30
Saturday 27th February in the Community Centre, Brice Road
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 3.30 p.m. till 5.00 p.m.
All Heyford Park residents are automatically members of the Association and there is no joining fee or need
to apply. So if you live at Heyford Park come along to the meeting – we will be circulating agendas and other
papers to every house.

Our second annual Christmas Bazaar held the first weekend Saturday of December
was an outstanding success. We had over 30 stallholders and a waiting list of quite a
few. Many more people attended purchasing their Christmas gifts, with a wide and
varied choice ranging from jewellery to toys, soft furnishings, clothes, cakes,
preserves, and so much more. The children got to see and speak to Santa who gave
them a gift , and he also decided to do a walk-about during the day so got plenty of
hugs too!! For those who were feeling peckish there was a burger van selling hot
turkey or pork rolls with trimmings , our thanks goes to Terry Wright for the wonderful
food. This is our main fund raising event and this year brought in a total of £621, which will go towards a new mower.
Many thanks for all the donations and support from local businesses and individuals, Anna Rosewell, Mr. & Mrs
Mullineux, Michael Naylor, who played a vital part during the day, Lynne Fraser and her children who were Elves, and
Kate Henderson, Debi Aris, Melanie Parsons, Sammy Little, Luke Tribe, Shaun Kiss, Nikki & Andy Feeney who all
helped on the day. All the leaflet teams delivering over 9000 all across Oxfordshire, without all this effort the Bazaar
would not have been the great success is was, and of course YOU who came and made it a wonderful day and worth all
the hard work and effort that was put into it.
2 weeks after the Bazaar, Santa and his helpers, did a walk about throughout Heyford Park, handing out sweets which
had been donated by, Heyford Stores (the Community Shop), and many individuals within Heyford Park. The children
were so excited by this, looking out for Santa. It was a real treat for them, and made the run up to Christmas a very
special and magical time. This raised £30 which was donated to the Community Garden. Many thanks to Kate
Henderson , Lynne Fraser and Michael Naylor who walked for hours visiting every part of Heyford Park, ringing their bell
and playing music and giving so much joy to the children.
Our next event will be the Easter Egg Hunt. Details of this and all updates (with photographs) can be seen on our
website, http://hpcommgarden.wix.com/garden also on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
heyfordparkcommunitygarden/ .
As the new season approaches, we could do with more volunteers, just turn up and help pull the odd weed, plant, and of
course mowing. None of this takes much time, but it will give pleasure in being in the outdoors, hearing the birds sing,
making new friends and teaching the children about nature. We really need some volunteers to mow on a rota basis, so
if you feel you could donate an hour of your time to mow then please get in touch with anyone on the committee, email
via our website, or message us on our Facebook page. This garden is for ALL of You, free of charge for you to enjoy.
There is also a BBQ and patio area where you can have a social get together with friends & family at anytime, and
bench seating. The grill can be collected from Anna Rosewell, who lives more or less opposite the garden, where you
can make arrangements to collect and return it. It is so pleasing to see so many people using the garden, having picnics
etc.

Sharon’s Cakes and Cookies
DOUGHNUTS WITHOUT YEAST
This is a simple and quick recipe, and you can always get the kiddies involved as they love to make the holes!
8oz. Self raising flour or if using plain flour then add 1 tsp. extra of Baking Powder
1/8 tsp. salt (optional)
2oz.Butter
1tsp.Baking Powder
1 egg
3/4 gill of milk
mix all ingredients together adding more milk if necessary to make a light dough. roll out to about 1 inch thick cut
out rings , you can use a glass. Then put your finger into the centre and whirl it round until you get the hole in the
middle. For those who don't fancy this, then use a very small cutter. Repeat rolling process until all the dough is
used.
Heat up some oil, these can be done in deep or shallow oil. Turn over whilst cooking. Drain onto some kitchen
roll, then sprinkle sugar and cinnamon on them while warm, or when cold dip in melted chocolate , which the
kiddies can then decorate.
POPCORN BALLS
Pop some corn, melt some marshmallows mix the 2 together.
lightly grease your hands or the mixture will stick to you. Form into balls, or people while warm. Decorate with
sprinkles, set aside to get cold.

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS

Dog Control Order
What does it mean?
In 2013 there was a public consultation process which led to the Parish Council applying for a Dog
Control Order for ALL dogs to be on leads throughout ALL public areas in the Village of Upper
Heyford. This is in place and signs are being placed throughout the Village.
At that time it was agreed to continue to allow dogs in the Recreation Ground and the Parish
Council would continue to monitor and review. Over the past year we have noticed a gradual
increase in dogs mess. There have been complaints from the general public and boys and men's
football teams. Bearing this in mind The Parish Council created an article in Round the Fountain
last year to remind residents about the Dog Control Order throughout the village and to highlight
the continued problem of dog mess in the Recreation Ground.
In addition to local users, the Recreation Ground has become a destination for dog walkers from
outside the Parish and professional dog walkers. Recently dog mess has been found on the Village
Hall patio, behind the Village Hall by the container, outside the Referees room, the side of the
pavilion and basketball area as well as various areas on the rest of the playing field. It is unhealthy
and unpleasant for children and other users to have to contend with this situation. This has led to
the Parish Council taking the decision to progress a Dog Control Order to ban dogs altogether from
the Recreation Ground as soon as the statutory consultation period closes. Barring unforeseen
circumstances the ban will take place from 1st March 2016.

SUMMARY
Dogs on leads at ALL times throughout ALL public areas in Upper
Heyford Village - already in place.

NO Dogs in the Recreation Ground
Should any residents wish to discuss this with councillors please do not hesitate to contact them through
Jack Goodman, Parish Clerk.
Upper Heyford Parish Council January 2016

The Warreners
We are looking forward to our annual visit to the Barley Mow on February 10th (12.45 for 1pm please note) for lovely
fish and chips provided by Sonia and her staff, always a very special day.
At our March meeting on 9th in the Village Hall Julie Brain from AGE UK will be visiting to give advice on how to look
out for SCAMS particularly unwanted calls by phone or visits to ones home. The elderly are often targeted by
unscrupulous people who take advantage of the older generation because honest themselves they trust others to be
honest too. Sadly the elderly are often caught out as a result, as happened to one of our members only last year.
Our subscriptions will be due in March, just £4 for membership, why not join us!

THE GREAT WAR REMEMBERED
GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN: APRIL 1915-JANUARY 1916
The disastrous Gallipoli Campaign, also known as the
Dardanelles Campaign, ended 100 years ago. It was a total
failure for the allies with a heavy loss of life and the Allied
attempt at securing a passage through the Dardanelles
proved unsuccessful.
George Hawkins, the village school master at Upper
Heyford, had volunteered in 1915, and he found himself a
member of the ill-fated army, however, he was taken ill and
repatriated to Egypt.
The tragedy of war is brought home by the contents of the
poignant letter he wrote to his friend Mr Hitchcock, landlord
of the Barley Mow.
Rest Camp
Abbassia
Cairo

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford Tower Lighting
1st November In celebration of the 102nd birthday of the
late Mrs. Nora Medhurst. By her son, Dave.
3rd November ‘To celebrate the happiness of our life
together on this, our wedding anniversary.’
Bob and Hansa Menzies.
5th November In memory of Di Hudson, much loved
late wife of Roy. ‘Loving you always, darling.’
From husband Roy. ‘Love you Mum.’ From son, Michael.
9th November
Lord.

In celebration of the birthday of Canary

11th November In memory of the fallen, particularly
those from this parish. From Mary and Jack Goodman.’
14th November In celebration of the 85th birthday of the
late Bernard Medlin. ‘Always remembered with love by
Sheila and all the family.
24th November In celebration of Heather Burt’s
birthday. From Roger, with love.’

January 7th 1916

Dear Mr Hitchcock
It is now more than five months since I was taken ill and I
have been here seven weeks on Sunday and yet I have
heard nothing whatever of my friends who were with me at
Anzac, although I have written to them many times.
I am sorry to say that from what I have heard from fellows
who left the peninsula after I did, that I fear they may be
killed or wounded, for I understand the Turks bombarded
our depot and in the course of two hours there 68
casualties among the ASC and in the course of two days
there were more than 200 killed or wounded at our depot
alone. So you see I may yet have reason to thank God for
my illness.
I have had no letters from Anzac since I left and I have
almost given up hope now.
I had a long letter from Frank this week telling me of the
gay doings in the old village at Christmas—but shan’t we
have a glorious time when we all meet together again.
Remember me to my old ‘friends’.
I remain,
Yours sincerely, George Hawkins.

30th November In memory of the late Pat Hedges.
From the Poetry Group with love.
2nd December In celebration of the birthday of Edward.
With love from all the family.
16th December In celebration of the 43rd wedding
anniversary of Eileen and Ray Booker. ‘With all my love
and thanks for 43 wonderful years, dear Eileen.
From Ray’.
23rd December Remembering with love Peggy Cuss
(23.12.10) and Ronald Cuss (22.1.59)
Greatly missed by all the family.
24th December In memory of Jan Woski and all
deceased family members and friends of Ann Woski.
In memory of the late Archibald Slatter.
‘With love from Jean, John and Hannah.’
* In celebration of the 49th wedding anniversary of Jean
and the late Ron Beesley. Thinking of you Ron every
day, missing you more and more. In our hearts forever
more. From your wife Jean and all your family.’
25th December In memory of the late Jean Rosalie
Barker. ‘Mo Happy Christmas from Mow, my darling.
Very much missed and thought of every day.
Love to my wonderful wife.’ Ray.
29th December In memory of the late Mrs Doris James
who died in 2000. ‘With love from Maureen, Peter, Paul,
Debbie and Grace.’
31st December In celebration of the birthday of the late
Heather Woollcott. Also in memory of her late husband
Vic who died in 2013. Much loved and greatly missed
aunt, great-aunt, uncle and great-uncle of Roland,
Stephen, Catherine, David and the late Christine.
*Jean and Ron were married in St Mary’s Church on Christmas
Eve 1966

Anzac cove (Australia & New Zealand Army Corps)
Upper Heyford Historical Society

Thank You
Ann, Maureen, Peter and Mary would like to take this
opportunity to thank all who have supported ‘Lighting the
Church Tower’ project, which contributes towards the
Church Restoration Fund. This past year the total
realised was just over £1,000, some of which came from
Ann’s Bingo.
We wish you a happy and prosperous New Year.

SOMERTON NEWS
SOMERTON SENIORS LUNCH
Our post-Christmas Festive lunch was held in early
January when 18 of us including 3 former residents sat
down to roast chicken and pork with all the trimmings,
including to “die for crackling”, followed by delicious
puddings & cheese and biscuits – a veritable feast.
Inspired by Dave Reed’s monologues we then joined in
singing On Ilkley Moor and Molly Malone etc. although
when it got to ‘bring us back to doh’ a comment was made
that it would have helped if we had started on doh in the
first place! A point well made but it was very jolly
Thanks to all those who helped lay out and clear away the
hall and particularly to those who cooked the food, it was a
real group effort. Somerton has had its share of sorrow in
the last few weeks but we always manage to pull together
in times of joy and sadness which is what village life is all
about.
NATIVITY SERVICE
Victoria Prentis started the nativity with carols about twelve
years ago. Now there is standing room only. Every word is
from Luke (adapted slightly for small children) and though
there are pantomime elements (including boos for Herod)
and lots of children and animals, the essential message of
Christmas comes across loud and clear.
N.B. There should soon be some photographs on the
website www.somertonoxon.co.uk
As a village we are grateful to Victoria Prentis as, despite
being our MP, she still has time to organize the NATIVITY
But it has now become a spectacular event; this year there
were 280 grown-ups, some 50 children,babies in prams,
angels, shepherds, animals – almost, one might say, a
production: with no rehersal, professional and well
behaved. Astonishing.
It is held at 4 pm on Christmas Eve with the angelic host
( average age 4 years) all dressed from home in white with
halos, shepherds looking like shepherds – tea towels are
outdated in this authentic Christmas show, a real baby in
the Crib and no crying he makes, wise men singing solos
and The Right Honourable Sir Tony Baldry as a deep
throated, cruel Herod. What more could one ask?
But when the carols began raising the roof of this historic
Church lo and behold a donkey appeared to the carol “Little
Donkey” and “While Shepherds Watch their flocks by night”
the heavenly host of angels were accompanied on their
parade by two white and one black sheep.
The words are taken from St. Luke (adapted slightly for the
little ones) and, despite the spectacle the essential
message of Christmas comes across loud and clear.
Mince pies and wine are de rigeur and happiness spills out
into the village for the spirit of the dawning of Christmas
Day.

ST JAMES'S CHURCH SOMERTON
1662
TRADITION
MATINS
AND
SHORTENED
COMMUNION—A REFERENDUM!
TIME CHANGE?
The time of this service has been at 9.30am on the 3rd
Sunday of every month.
The Church has been offered a new time of 11am if the
regular and future congregation would prefer a later time.
To be fair to the regular attendees, who have got used to
the 9.30am time, if this is changed to 11am could new
members commit to come to Church on a regular basis.
The attendance at present is between 15 and 25. Some
people come from the other villages specifically for this
service.
THE SERVICE
This service uses the King James's Bible and Cranmer's
Prayer Book, the Canticles are sung and for those with a
fondness for the original Liturgy then this service is for you.
The service takes one hour including Communion; The
Peace is not included.
No coffee is served.
It is the only service of its kind in the Benefice.
ST JAMES'S CHURCH, SOMERTON
This is historic Grade 1 Listed building with the refurbished
FERMOR CHAPEL including the effigies of the Fermor
family and restored hatchments.
Brown Signs have drawn many people to look around this
ancient Church; often from overseas.
The vestments have the scallop shell on the back in
deference to the pilgrimage of St Jaime de Compestello in
Northern Spain which houses the relics of the Saint.
Pilgrims carry a scallop shell.
THE REFERENDUM
Could anyone who is interested in this change/or not let me
know by e-mail-skpr@btinternet.com-which time they
would prefer. The change /or not, which is confirmed by the
majority, will take place probably before Easter.
From Suzie Leon, Fermor House, Somerton
Tel No. 01869 346814

February meeting will be on
Tuesday 9th February.
7.15p.m. Barnes Memorial Hall
Somerton
THE BOWAN TECHNIQUE
Angie Woodard
Soul Energy was founded by Angie Woodard
after realising the need to increase awareness
of holistic therapies by using specialists
in their own fields.
All welcome.
Visitors £3 to include wine and refreshments.
Contact Shirley 01869 346868 for more details

Raymond Brookfield

Alison Graham MAR

It is with great sadness I report the death of my dear
husband on 2 January 2016.
Ray was a wonderful man loved so dearly by his family,
and is so missed by us all.
Family, friends and neighbours filled Somerton Church for
his funeral, which proved how much he was loved by
everyone.
A special thank you to Geoff for conducting the service,
the Co-op funeral for their help and support, and for all
the cards and messages of sympathy received. We are
truly humbled.
We take comfort from the wonderful memories we have of
Ray, adored husband, father and granddad, now at
peace.
Doreen Brookfield

Member of the Association of
Reflexologists
Alison is a highly qualified and
experienced mobile reflexologist
Balance and harmonise your body with a natural and
relaxing therapy
Reflexology may help:
Stress and sleep disorders
Hormonal imbalances
Digestive complaints – IBS etc
Provide relief from chronic conditions such as MS
Or just have time out to relax and unwind!
Alison is a specialist pregnancy reflexologist
and works with clients at any stage of a pregnancy
Indian head massage and gift vouchers also available

Contact Alison on:
01869 233696 or 07775 507412
www.wellbeing-with-alison.com

GRAND BRICBRIC-a-BRAC & JUMBLE SALE

Saturday 20th February
2.00 – 4.00
Barnes Memorial Hall
Remember, one person’s rubbish is another’s treasure
and we have loads of good things. Bric-a-brac,
clothing, books, crockery, dvds and all the usual stuff.
Tea, coffee and home-made cakes and a Raffle.
Free entry.

Kevin Preston
Tree & Hedge Care
DRAGONFLY
GARDEN SERVICES

All aspects of tree and hedge care undertaken.
Fully insured and NPTC Qualified.
Contact today for a free quote
Tel: 01869 241490
Mobile: 07788289344
Email: kptreeandhedge@gmail.com

•

Hedge cutting

•

Weeding/clearance/tidy ups

•

Grass cutting

•

FENCING/TURFING

•

Fully Qualified

•

Insured to £5million

•

LOCAL SERVICE

•

Reclaimed sleepers available now

Call Rowland on
01869 233603
07947277931
Now listed on the Age UK Business Directory
www.gardenerbicester.co.uk

Now open
Formerly known as “Home Comforts”
Come and see our renovations
For bookings or more information
www.portwaycattery.co.uk
portwaycattery@outlook.com
07508797224
01869345186
Portway cattery, Ardley road

Somerton, Nr Bicester OX25 6NN

Pro tem advert
All seasons specialist
cleaning services

CHIMNEY
SWEEP
Traditional Chimney Sweep trained by and
probationary member of the National
Association of Chimney Sweeps
Fully insured to £5 million

SPECIAL PRICE
STOVES & OPEN FIRES £39
Contact Andrew Peace of Steeple Aston
OX25 4SA
01869 349866 or mobile 07851 480755

Gas Heating and
Service Ltd
Natural gas and LPG
Boiler service/
maintenance/repair
Boiler change and upgrade
Heating alterations and upgrade
Hot water supply and storage solutions
All plumbing work undertaken
Free and friendly quotes contact:
Office
15 Bromeswell Close,
Lower Heyford, OX25 5NU
Telephone: 01869 349704
Mobile: 07808608970
Email: ghsoxford@gmail.com
Gas Safe Reg. No. 532113

EXPLORE YOUR BREATH
INCREASE YOUR BODY AWARENESS
QUIETEN YOUR MIND
WITH

YOGA

WHERE:
UPPER HEYFORD VILLAGE HALL
WHEN:
EVERY THURSDAY AT 7:30PM
(EXCEPT FOR SCHOOL HOLIDAYS)
WITH:
KLARA WALTERSWALTERS-JAMES
TEL: 07799493510
NO PREVIOUS YOGA EXPERIENCE NEEDED

STAPLES BUILDING
52 East Street, Fritwell, OX27 7QF
General Builders Alterations Refurbishments Extensions New Build
Specialist in conservation work / Planning service / Warranty Scheme
For advice & estimates phone:
Tim Staples Tel/Fax 01869 345592 / Mobile: 0705 0011371
Email: staplesbuilding@talktalk.net

Aston Home & Garden
Services
Experienced in all types of property and
garden maintenance
Fully insured Free estimates
For friendly and helpful advice call:
Tony Middleton

01869 346927 or 07776 036808
6 West View, Somerton OX25 6NQ

KEN THE PAINTER
Domestic & Commercial
Internal & External
All Aspects of Painting and
Decorating Undertaken
Free Quotations
20 Years Experience

Tel:01869 345507
Mob: 0794 1626984
5a The Lane, Fritwell, OX27 7QW

Plumbing & Heating
Boiler Installations

Power Flushing

Boiler Service

Bathroom Installations

Boiler Maintenance

Bathroom Refurbishment

Gas Safety Certificates

Plumbing Repairs

Heating Repairs

Alternative Technologies

Tel:

01869 233901

Mobile:

07805 543369

Stefan@theoxfordplumber.co.uk

White Hills Surgery, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5DG
FOR ALL YOUR VETERINARY NEEDS
Equine, Farm & Accounts Departments Tel: 01608 730085
Small Animal Appointments & Enquiries Tel: 01608 730501, Fax: 01608 730439
Branch Surgeries:
Spendlove Centre, Enstone Road, Charlbury Tel: 01608 811250
Heritage House, St Thomas Street, Deddington Tel: 01869 337732
www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

SONIT
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

LOCAL HANDYMAN
is available for the following:

•

Property maintenance
including stonework,
brickwork, wall repairs,
repointing, & timber
treatment

•
•

Lathe turning woodwork

Snowdrop Paddock, Mill Lane, Upper Heyford, Bicester, Oxon
INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC
OVER 30YEARS EXPERIENCE
New Installations
Full/Part Rewires

Outdoor Security Lighting
Maintenance and Repairs

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT TO IEE REGULATIONS BS7671
All work guaranteed
Free quotation with no obligation

Tel: 01869 232272
Mob:07802 544509 Mob: 07742 601516

•

Gardening
Pest control

Please contact Andrew Grimmett
on 232559

We deliver daily newspapers and
magazines to the villages. Any
combination of days per week catered
for, ring us on 01295 268499
or e-mail info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Sharon's Plants
Established 1984
Your local grower
perennials, seasonal, shrubs,
and Lots more
Heyford Park, Upper Heyford
Tel:01869232880 / 07787120285

The Holcombe
Studio
High Street
Deddington
OX15 0SL

PolkaDots

Hair Design

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: Polkadotsuk@ymail.com

Bookkeeping
Email Marketing
Database Management
Any other admin
Discounted rates for any business based on Heyford Park
and the surrounding villages
Give me a call to see how I can help
01869 233932
07855 326964
email: anna@annasadmin.co.uk
www.annasadmin.co.uk

Events Calendar - At a Glance
Sunday
7th February

Soup Sunday, Upper Heyford Reading Room

12—2pm

Tuesday
9th February

SWIG Talk by Angie Woodard

7.15pm

Wednesday
10th February

Warreners—Fish & Chips at the Barley Mow

12.45 for 1pm

Wednesday
17th February

Heyfords WI—Talk by Rod Stentiford
Upper Heyford Reading Room
Non members most welcome

8pm

Saturday
20th February

Souldern Community Market in the Village Hall

9am—12 noon

Saturday
20th February

Bric-a-Brac & Jumble sale
Somerton Village Hall

2—4pm

Sunday
28th February

Soup Sunday, Upper Heyford Reading Room

12-2pm

Tuesday
1st March

Men’s Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room
Talk by Willie Shepherd

7.30pm

Tuesday
8th March

SWIG Somerton Village Hall

7pm

Wednesday
9th March

Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall

2pm

Friday 11th March

Katharine House ‘Care for a Cuppa’
The Rickyard, Upper Heyford

10.30am—12 noon

Sunday
13th March

Soup Sunday, Upper Heyford Reading Room

12-2pm

Wednesday
17th March

Heyfords WI Upper Heyford Reading Room

7.30pm

Saturday
19th March

Souldern Community Market in the Village Hall

9am—12 noon

Sunday 20th March

Concert Francais Steeple Aston Church
Steeple Aston Choral Society

7pm

Sunday 28th March
EASTER SUNDAY

Services in the valley
St Mary’s, Upper Heyford 8.30am 1662 Holy Communion
St James, Somerton 9.30am Family Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Lower Heyford 11am Family Holy Communion
Heyford Park Chapel 11am All age service

