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A very warm welcome to our new rector, the Reverend Helen Barnes
Hello
This is my first magazine letter as Team Rector of the Cherwell Valley Benefice. I have been
made very welcome and I’m excited about working with everyone in the parishes.
Over the next few weeks, like most people I’ll be getting ready for Christmas. I always do my cooking well in advance and put it in the
freezer ready for Christmas Day. As I write this I’ve nearly completed by Christmas present shopping, although I’m rather daunted by
the wrapping; and my Christmas cards are laid out on the table waiting to be written, addressed and sent. I expect most of us are
doing similar preparations in readiness for that one special day.
I’ll also be opening the windows on the Advent calendar: one for each day of December until Christmas Eve. Each one will depict a
different aspect of the Christmas story so that by Christmas Day the story will be completed by the birth of Jesus. By Christmas Day
we will all be ready!
In all this preparation for Christmas we seem to have forgotten about Advent. Advent traditionally is not about getting ready for
Christmas. The Advent season in the church is getting ready for the coming of Christ but it is about getting ourselves ready to meet
Christ. During Advent we should be asking ourselves; if Christ came here to earth today, what would he think of me? Or if Christ
came here to earth today, what would I say to him? Or if Christ came here to earth today, would I even recognise him?
Advent is a time of self examination so that we can decide whether we are the sort of person God would like us to be. If we’re too
busy worrying about ourselves, or too busy cooking or wrapping presents, or too busy going to parties, would we really have time for
God? If Christ came today, would we actually have time for him in our lives? Or would we push him to one side, meaning to come
back to him at some point.
I’m not a party pooper! I love a good party. I love the razzmatazz of Christmas. I love giving presents. However, at some point it
helps to stop and take note of why we’re doing all this. Whatever our view of Christmas these days, the tradition started with Christ –
it’s in the name! So we need to be as Christ, as God, intended us to be. We need to look out for each other. We need to make sure
everyone has a chance to celebrate; that everyone has access to food and warmth and fellowship with others.
So, after a few weeks preparing ourselves for the coming of Christ and after a few weeks preparing for our Christmas celebrations, we
can then give thanks to God for our blessings. It’s really good to get together to do this and details of church services are elsewhere
in this publication. Everyone is welcome. See you there!
Revd. Helen C. Barnes
Team Rector, Cherwell Valley Benefice

A joyous message of love from our dear friends Geoff & Hope
We would like to thank everyone who has been part of our lives during our 5+ years in Cherwell Valley.
Our involvement with the 7 Churches and all the people we have become friends with in the villages, has been a real blessing. Now a
new Rector has been appointed and we are sure Rev Helen Barnes and her family will be a real asset to you all in the Cherwell Valley
Our Farewell Service on the 29th September was such a marvellous occasion, with people from all 7 Churches and villages. We are
grateful for the lovely garden bench and wisteria climbing plant which have been given to us by the Benefice, as well as many other
kind gifts from each Church and from individuals. Thank you so much to you all.
We are settling in Fairford, in the Cotswolds, which we chose for our own home, as it is near Harnhill Centre of Christian Healing. We
have been accepted as volunteer Prayer Ministers at Harnhill, and are getting to know some lovely people through going there.
We have already met the Bishop for this area, and in January Geoff will have permission to help in local Churches, which he is
looking forward to. Meanwhile we are enjoying visiting other Churches in this part of the country, realising that wherever we live, we
need God to guide and lead us in our daily lives.
With our love and prayers, Geoff & Hope
Reader advice:
The opinions and views expressed by articles included in Valley News are not necessarily the views of the editor.
Articles are accepted by the Editor on the assumption that the permission of any person or organisation, whose contact or other details (including the
views of 3rd parties), has previously been secured by the person submitting the article or other entry.
Valley News reserves the right to refuse any entry or any part thereof that, in the view of the Editor, could be defamatory or offensive.
Advertising:
Valley News is pleased to accept advertisements from local businesses as part of its service to local residents as well as providing a relatively low cost
advertising platform for the goods and services offered by local trades and businesses.
The inclusion of an advertisement neither indicates that the Valley News recommends nor endorses any goods or services that are offered and Valley
News encourages its readers to take suitable steps to verify the quality and price of any service being offered. In this regard Valley News can bear no
responsibility.
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WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY
Sheep worrying is a very serious matter!
Hugh & Deborah Jones, Manor Farm, Upper Heyford were woken up at 1:30am by
dogs chasing their sheep!
Under the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953, if a dog worries sheep on
agricultural land, the person in charge of the dog is guilty of an offence. The Act
considers sheep worrying to include attacking sheep, chasing them in a way that
may cause injury, suffering, abortion or loss of produce or being at large (not on a
lead or otherwise under close control) in a field or enclosure in which there are
sheep.
We have chosen to live in the countryside and it is incumbent on all of us to respect it
This includes keeping dogs under effective control at all times
When you take your dog into the outdoors, always ensure it does not disturb wildlife,
farm animals, horses or other people by keeping it under effective control.
This means that you must:

•

keep your dog on a lead, or

•

keep it in sight at all times, be aware of what it’s doing and be confident it will
return to you promptly on command

•

ensure it does not stray off the path or area where you have a right of access

Practical Festive Class

Valley News notice
Would you like to help with Valley News?
We would like someone to deal with
advertisers, the adverts, perhaps keeping a
spreadsheet to coordinate the various sizes,
dates and when fees are due
It would be a valuable contribution towards
the running of the magazine

Create 3 Sensational
Arrangements
Saturday 7th December
2 to 4 pm

Please contact the editor or treasurer

Bicester Methodist Hall
OX26 6JW
£25 include all flowers, etc
Monday Healthy Heyford Walks

BOOK YOUR PLACE NOW Phone or Text 07796110758

Why not join us!

Practical class where you construct 3 of your own Festive
Arrangements for inside your home using fresh, festive, silk or
preserved components.

We meet at Upper Helford Village Hall at 09:55 am
(unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for approx. 2 – 2
½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 miles in length
unless otherwise stated. It’s a social occasion too!

All materials provided by tutor to complete your 3 creations.
Opportunities to purchase additional components.
For more information call Anne on 07796110758.

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford Thursday mornings 11am - 12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh coffee or tea, home-made sandwiches and cake.
Please note that the last coffee morning before Christmas is on Thursday, 5th December
and the cafe will re-open on Thursday, 9th January 2020.
Open to all and free of charge although donations towards running costs gratefully received.
Any queries please call Emily Daly at emilyannedaly@gmail.com (term time) or Hazel Stoddart hazelstoddart@me.com (holidays)
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What kind of housing do older people want?
As we get older, we start to wonder if we might need to move to accommodation more suitable for older people. But
what does this mean, and what are the options available to us?
The Neighbourhood Plan Forum, which covers eleven parishes, is conducting a survey in the run-up to Christmas,
providing information on the options, and seeking your views on whether any of them might suit your needs. You should
have the survey leaflet through your door (if not please contact us).
The impetus for this survey is the proposal by the Dorchester Group (one of the Forum’s members) to build a significant
new facility for older people at Heyford Park. A large site has been earmarked, but at this stage no decisions have been
taken as to exactly what should be built. Our survey is designed to steer those decisions in the direction of what local
people say they might want from among several possibilities – sheltered housing, extra-care homes, or retirement
housing. Each one has different characteristics (explained in our leaflet), and there are further options of outright
purchase, rental, or shared ownership.
Many older people will want to stay in their local community, but want to downsize to somewhere more affordable and
manageable. Shared ownership might appeal to current owner occupiers wishing to downsize and access capital from
the sale of their current home. Neighbourhood Plan policies now in force encourage the building of 2 and 3-bedroom
dwellings in some of our villages. Also, you might have family members who, in the right circumstances, could move
locally to be nearer you. Our survey tries to capture that need too.
So please respond to the survey (deadline December 18th), even if being “older” feels a little way off!
Martin Lipson, MCNP Forum Chairman 01869 347046

Obituaries
It is with great sadness that the following deaths are announced:
John Varney
John passed away on 5th November aged just 63 after suffering
from Parkinson’s Disease for many years. He was a stalwart of
Lower Heyford football and the sports club and a good man,
who will be sadly missed by the Lower Heyford community, his
final contribution being the wonderful St George’s Field Hall
which he officially opened just s few month’s ago.
We send our condolences to his family
Len Mobbs
Len, of Bicester, formerly of Lower Heyford and Upper Heyford
airfield and long time parachutist has passed away.
We send our condolences to Mavis, Lynn & Larry
Russell Blakemore
Russell formerly of Caulcott sadly died a few months ago

GENERAL ELECTION
As it’s now election time, I have omitted the Victoria
Prentis notice in the interests of fair play - Editor
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PRISCILLA JOAN INGLE (GOLDER)
Family memories
Pip, as she was known from an early age, was born at home in the
Oxfordshire village of Upper Heyford on 16 February 1946 in postwar England. She was the youngest of three daughters, whose
parents were Kenneth and Elizabeth Golder. She was a bright and
beautiful girl, becoming the village May Queen several times.
She was the head secretary for the US Air Force Chief of Supply at
RAF Upper Heyford, England when she met and married Mike Ingle
in 1970. They had three children – Ross, Sarah, and Steve; she
became a stay-at-home mum and dedicated her life to raising them.
The family lived many places in America, frequently returning to
England to either live or visit.
Pip, Mike and Steve settled in Virginia Beach in 2013. She became a
grandmother to three beautiful children - Lauren, Jenson, and
Hudson. They brought great joy and happiness to her.
Pip was a survivor. She survived a brain aneurysm in 1990, a
perforated appendix in 2000, and the onset of lymphoma in 2010.
She maintained her positive outlook on life through it all.
Her greatest pleasure was her children and grandchildren. She was
also a dedicated shopper! She and Mike loved the cool English
weather. However, they spent most of their adult life in warm
climates; New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, Oklahoma. But they had a
wonderful time no matter where they were. She was and is much
loved and greatly missed!
She became our guardian angel on 21 October 2019, just four days
after she & Mike celebrated their 49th wedding anniversary.

………………………………………………………………….
Village memories
Pip grew up in the immediate post-war period, when all the children attended the village school and played together when perhaps
the highlight of the year was the flower show and Hatwells fair, or an occasional day trip to the seaside or Wickstead Park organized
by Mr Guntrip. It was a simple life built on trust and friendship and most of the children in the school photo of 1956, have remained in
touch through the years. Also Veronica Knowles (not in the photo) and Pip were lifelong friends.
It was always a joy to have Pip & Mike and their son, Steve, back in the village that they love, on so many occasions. Mike was a
member of the church council during the period the family lived in the village and he continued to attend our church services at St
Mary’s whenever he was over from the United States. Mike & Pip were a warm hearted and charming couple with a lovely family and
we share their sadness at the loss of Pip. We send our condolences too, to Christina, Pip’s sister at Brackley
Pip will be remembered with great affection, especially by those who knew her from childhood, as a very pretty child and a lovely lady
who was always friendly in a quiet and dignified manner.

Back row LR:
Ron Varney Doreen Reeve Kathleen Wills Jeanette Basford
Jean Walton
Third row:
A visitor Philip Puryer Josephine Walton Terry Hawkins
Second row:
Mary Varney Anne Thomson Veronica Gray Pip Golder
June Scarrott
Front row:
Pat Golder Eileen Wills Jean Hawkins Julie Stevens
Freddie Varney Keith Hudson

Upper Heyford School 1956
Juniors
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VILLAGE ADVERTS

Poetry Corner

Imtiaz Dharker

For Sale: Marin Bicycle

'Were there to be a World
Laureate, Imtiaz Dharker
would be the only
candidate', proclaimed
Carol Ann Duffy,
celebrating Dharker’s
multinational identity and
the global reach in her
work. However, when Dharker was reportedly invited to be the
UK’s new Poet Laureate, she turned down the role in order to
retain her artistic freedom. Dharker was born in Lahore,
Pakistan on the 31st of January 1954 and brought up in Glasgow
where her family moved when she was less than a year old; she
eloped with an Indian Hindu, when she was only 15 years old
and moved to Bombay, but later divorced and came back to live
in Britain. She subsequently married Simon Powell, the founder
of Poetry Live. Dharker divides her time between London,
Wales, and Mumbai.
Dharker produced six poetry volumes: Purdah and
other poems (1988); Postcards from God (1997); I speak for the
devil (2001); The Terrorist at my Table (2006); Leaving
Fingerprints (2009) and Over the Moon (2014). All are selfillustrated - Dharker is also a visual artist and documentary
filmmaker.
Dharker’s work has been on the GCSE curriculum for many
years. In 2014 she received the Queen’s Gold Medal for her
English poetry. In July 2015, she was interviewed by Kirsty
Young on Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs.

A Marin Kentfield FS 15 inch ladies bicycle
Excellent condition and rarely used so as new
Basket, lights, lock included
£100.00 – onco: Tel : Michelle 07919177231

Accommodation to let
Lower Heyford
Long-term Vegan/veggie lodger required for furnished,
first floor flatlet in vegan household (including dog) in
Lower Heyford Shared access leading to door into lobby,
bed-sitting room with ensuite shower/loo and new kitchen
(sole use).
Buses to Oxford, Bicester and Banbury, train station in
village (Oxford, Banbury). Off-road parking . £650pcm
inclusive of utilities and Council tax.
Available from January. References required.
Strictly no smokers.

‘Front Door’
Wherever I have lived,
walking out of the front door
every morning
means crossing over
to a foreign country.
One language inside the house,
another out.
The food and clothes
and customs change.
The fingers on my hand turn
into forks.
I call it adaptation
when my tongue switches
from one grammar to another,
but the truth is I’m addicted now,
high on the rush
of daily displacement,
speeding to a different time zone,
heading into altered weather,
landing as another person.
Don't think I haven’t noticed
you’re’ on the same trip too.
Hansa Menzies and Jane Jana
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Coarse Gardening
Continuing with thoughts on trees: I wrote last time that the UK and the world itself need vastly more trees to help to reduce the
effects of global warming by sequestering carbon dioxide. Trees do this, very effectively, when they are actively growing. Once they
have reached full maturity and are not getting any bigger, the CO2 they take in tends to be balanced by the CO2 emitted by fallen
leaves and the rotting of dead branches, twigs and roots. At this point the trees should be harvested for their timber and replaced with
young ones.
In the post-war years, the Forestry Commission planted great swathes of dark, foreign conifers all over the uplands of Britain, to
provide pit-props, which are now no longer wanted, and telegraph poles. These plantations do little for our native wildlife and many
people regard them as eye-sores. Those which remain are now mature and need cutting and replacing with native broadleaved
species. Wood from the culled trees could be used, most advantageously, for building cabins and wooden houses in the Canadian/
Scandinavian style. I know of a school which has superb log-cabin style extra classrooms in its grounds which are good for at least 50
years and which were cheaper and quicker to erect than comparable brick-and-block structures. The same should apply to muchneeded housing and offices - though not on flood plains, for heaven’s sake. Buildings like this also bring another advantage; they use
far less cement in their construction. The manufacture of cement for concrete and mortar releases huge amounts of CO2 into the
atmosphere (see footnote 1), something else which needs to be addressed worldwide.
I mentioned that we need to plant native species. Preferably, these should be home grown. Tree saplings imported from abroad
have too often brought pathogens with them - this is why our horse chestnut trees are all sick and dying and there is a lethal fungus
attacking ash trees. Native trees are attuned to the environment and support native wildlife.
The naked, sheep-ridden uplands need to be returned to forest as a matter of urgency. Not only do broadleaved woodlands take
CO2 out of the air, but they also have a cooling effect, and their root systems, penetrating the soil (presently compacted by sheep)
and even the underlying rock, channel water into the ground and help to mitigate flooding. As it is, water sluicing off the bald hills is a
major factor in the sort of catastrophic flooding we have seen recently in the north. Trees slow the passage of surface water into the
channels and streams which feed the major rivers and reduce the ‘flash flood’ effect. Of course, trees alone won’t prevent freak
weather events, which are going to become more and more frequent as world temperatures rise, but reafforestation is one significant
measure we could take to mitigate their effects. Setting aside land upstream of human settlements as ‘water catchment areas’ (i.e.
water meadows) is a further way of slowing flood water down. The Cherwell Valley does this for Oxford, of course.
Where else could trees be planted? The fact that Britain’s grouse moors are owned by only a handful of people seems
scandalous. Seriously, I don’t think society at large should tolerate such vast areas of the country being used for nothing but the
cultivation of heather and small birds for shooting. We need to plant trees! Possibly there might be a way for vital woodlands and
game-birds to co-exist, but the ‘shooting industry’ is very small beer compared to climate change, in my opinion.
We could plant many more trees almost everywhere in the UK. Around here, the countryside is well wooded, but look around as
you travel through it. Most of the land is used for arable farming, the huge prairie-fields bounded by hedgerows which are not really
necessary. They are not preventing stock from wandering. Higher up in the Cotswolds the fields are bounded by dry-stone walls, but
the same applies, and they are, more often than not, tumbled down and covered in brambles. Some of the big estates keep their
hedges neatly trimmed and walls repaired, but mostly they have been allowed to become ragged and gappy, providing ideal spots for
planting trees. In fact, if hedges contain native tree species, perhaps the best thing to do with them is just to let them grow. Sadly,
ash, which is very common around here, is likely to die out as the Chalara fungus spreads up the country: they’ll go the same way as
the elms. The best of our native trees is the English oak, slow growing, sequestering carbon for centuries, and host to more than a
thousand other living species. A quicker fix, to give oaks time to get going, would be fast-growing trees like silver birch, field maple,
wild cherry, sycamore, crab apple and, in the wet places, willow (in my garden, willows which we planted as three-foot-tall ‘whips’ 13
years ago are now the tallest trees of all). If you stand and look at the far hedge across one of our big local fields of grain or rape, you
could imagine ‘an oak tree there, and another over there, and one in the middle, with groups of birch, cherry and maples between…’
and rearrange the landscape to everyone’s advantage without taking away any valuable agricultural land. In the stone wall country
and on chalk, beech trees grow very well - six feet a year in some cases. They like the limy soil above Cotswold stone. It’s a pity that
they are not nearly so attractive to wild life as oak trees are, but they do make beautiful big trees in a century or two.
What can we individuals do to help? Well, we can support and applaud Sir David Attenborough at one end of the age scale and
Greta Thunberg at the other… and we can plant trees. If you have room in your garden for an elegant silver birch or a flowering
cherry, now is the time to start digging. One of the Rothschilds is reputed to have said, ‘No garden, however small, should have less
than two acres of rough woodland.’ So there. If you don’t have room, though, you could consider changing your electricity supplier to
Ecotricity (footnote 2). It is simple to do and they are less expensive than bigger suppliers. If you go to their website you will see that
their ‘Green’ credentials are very strong and that much of their profits are devoted to making Britain greener and cleaner
.Another easy move is to change your search engine to Ecosia (3). They use their profits from advertising to plant trees, mostly in
South America and Africa. When I last checked, the number they had planted was over 74 million. They are doing serious work.
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If ever you make a long car journey, say to Scotland or the South of France, or you fly off somewhere on holiday or business, you
can offset the carbon you have released (4). Again, the website is easy to use. As an example, the flight from Gatwick to Valencia
(which we know about) can be offset by a payment of less than £5.00 each. If all air travellers did that the impact of jet engine air
pollution would be much reduced.
Meanwhile, we are being bombarded with ‘news’ which largely comprises bickering politicians who seem to be focused on the
wrong things - things which may make some sense now, but which are going to seem trivial and irrelevant, if not irresponsible, in two
or three decades’ time, when climate change really kicks in here at home. I’m not the only one who can remember the ‘freak’ summer
of 1976 when people died of heat stroke, the land dried up, reservoirs emptied and cattle died from lack of water. We can expect
more summers like that and worse. I am sure that you actually know as much about this as I do and I hope that you might agree with
me that there is really only one serious issue to debate at present. And no, I don’t know which way to vote, either.
All right, enough. That’s the end of today’s sermon. Let’s all forget about it and enjoy Christmas. But after that comes the New
Year and resolutions… It would be good if we could all do something.
All the very best. Roger Burt
1. Back to ‘O’ Level Chemistry - remember? I’m sure you loved it. You may recall that if you have an equation for a chemical
reaction and a table of Atomic Weights, you can work out the expected yields. So, to make quicklime (calcium oxide, CaO, which is
the main active ingredient in cement) by heating crushed limestone (calcium carbonate, CaCO3), with the release of carbon dioxide
(CO2), the formula is - CaCO3 = CaO + CO2
The Atomic Weights are Ca 40, C 12, and O 16. So CaCO3 adds up to 100, CaO =
56 and CO2 = 44. This means that for every 100 tonnes of limestone burned makes 56 tonnes of quicklime and 44 tonnes of
CO2. 44 tonnes of the stuff for every two or three lorry loads of cement!! This simple fact is of major significance when you think of
all the concrete used worldwide and seems to have been overlooked in all the writing about climate change.
2. www.ecotricity.co.uk The power they sell is generated by wind farms, solar panels and power stations using ‘green gas’ made
from grass. It is well worth looking at their website.
3.

www.ecosia.org

4. www.carbonfootprint.com Also www.friendsoftheearth.uk Both do carbon offsetting programs planting trees. You can support
carbon offsetting projects that both tackle climate change and support impoverished communities across the world. You don’t have to
dig any holes yourself.
PS. I had written this and sent it in when politicians suddenly started to promise to plant trees. The Tories have mentioned 30 million
and the Lib Dems 60 million. No-one has said where they mean to source these trees, where they intend to plant them, or how long
the timescale might be. Promises, promises. And I still don’t know which way to vote.

THE HEYFORDS WI
At our October meeting Ian
Wilkingson gave a talk with
slides on Heyford Apiary . It
was a surprise to members to
hear of the number of hives
the group has in the vicinity.
We enjoyed sampling the various flavours available to taste.
It was a very interesting talk
In November we welcomed Martin SirotSmith who gave a history of a Tudor
Christmas at Sulgrave Manor in full Tudor
dress with Yuletide decorations that would
have been used at that time. It was very
informative and amusing .

On February 19th our curate David Taylor will be talking about his
trip to Israel in 2018, and this promises to be a most interesting
March 18th is our Annual General Meeting when new officers are
elected and the years programme settled
April 15th Ian Scott-Hunter’s talk will be ‘Memoirs
of a Royal Footman’ a fascinating look behind the
Palace walls
The Heyfords WI is pleased to take on the upkeep
of the trough in front of Upper Heyford Reading
Room. The trailing geraniums were recently taken
out and replaced with various daffodil bulbs which
should produce a colourful picture in the spring.

Heyfords WI meet in Upper Heyford Reading Room on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month starting at 7.30pm.
Visitors will be made most welcome with the payment of a small
fee of £4.
We have a varied and interesting programme in place for 2020
For further information please contact Denise Ball on 01869
starting on January 15th when the demonstrator will be Jenny
343364
Tamblyn of Lower Heyford on ‘Pottery Craft’
Our Christmas lunch will again be at Otters,
Deddington, a place we have particularly
enjoyed for the last couple of years.
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The Veterans
have a special event
coming up on
6th December
when the tranquil garden
which has been generously
financed by
Bicester Village
will be officially opened
With grateful thanks to
Bicester Village
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Hello to you all,

Kirtlington Primary School
Autumn News!

My name is Ann Livings and I and my
husband Philip are members of
Oxford Spires Rotary Club. I have
been asked by the editor to tell you
s om et hi ng ab ou t th e R o ta r y
organisation.

We have had a fantastic start to the
academic year. We have welcomed our new
Reception children into school and they have
all settled well, made new friends and are
enjoying the beginning of their learning
journey.

Rotary is a non-political and non-religious organisation where
ethical practice is encouraged. The organisation was founded
over 100 years ago by Paul Harris as a business networking club
but it has evolved over the years to become much more than just
a dining and networking club. Rotary brings together people
from all walks of life who want to use their experience and
expertise to help others and whose sense of responsibility
inspires them to give back to their communities. Rotary
International has 1.2 million members in 200 countries who work
together to help those less fortunate across the world. Rotary in
the UK has raised more than £20M to help eradicate Polio
throughout the world. Rotary UK has shipped more than
216,000 Shelterboxes to the victims of tsunamis, hurricanes,
earthquakes and other natural disasters.

We have enjoyed various trips and activities already. Our
youngest children have visited The Oxford Museum of Natural
History and enjoyed learning about dinosaurs. Willow Class had
a day trip to Avebury Stones and enjoyed themselves despite
the damp weather. Our older children visited Cokethorpe School
for a Science event, participated in a partnership cross country
event and have been to the John Radcliffe Hospital to learn
about Basic Life Support skills. They will shortly attend Oxford
Fire Station to learn Junior Citizen skills to keep themselves safe
at home and whilst out and about and also participate in the
county Big Sing event at Oxford Town Hall with children from
many other Oxfordshire Schools.
Our wonderful parents’ association “Kirtlington School Friends”
have been busy organizing enjoyable events for our families
including a Hot Chocolate Café, Family Savenger Hunt around
the village, Film night and they are now busy organizing our
Christmas Bazaar.
Many more of our pupils have started taking music lessons in
school, including guitar, piano and flute. Also, our schedule of
after school clubs is continuing to grow. We currently have an
extended sports club until 5pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays,
with knitting and art clubs running on Thursdays. We are looking
forward to our science clubs starting after Christmas. As we are
now approaching this magical festive period, we are beginning to
plan events to celebrate this special time of year and sharing
these with families, friends and our local community. We are a
busy, energetic school!
We would take this opportunity to remind parents of children
born between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 2016 that
the deadline for making applications for primary school places
through Oxfordshire County Council is 15th January 2020.
However, the online system is already open so you may like to
tick this job off your “to do” list sooner rather than later. If you
have missed our recent Open Mornings but are interested in a
visit or enquiring about a place for your child at Kirtlington
Primary School, do please telephone the school office on 01869
350210. You may also like to look at our school website on
www.kirtlington.oxon.sch.uk. We look forward to hearing from
you!

All ages can become members of the Rotary organisation –
Rotakids for children aged 7 – 12, Interact for 12 – 18 year olds,
Rotaract for 18 – 30 year olds then Rotary for anyone over 18.
There is a place for you in Rotary whatever your age. Rotary
also runs competitions for young people such as Young
Musician, Young Chef, Young Photographer and many more. It
also runs a Youth Leadership Award Scheme (RYLA).
We have great fun together while raising money for charities and
helping our local communities. At Oxford Spires this year we
have had a Burns Night with haggis and neeps, we’ve served
paninis at Truckfest, organised (and taken part in!) a Musical
Miscellany concert to raise funds for Oxfordshire Association for
the Blind, and planted purple crocus corms in the church garden
to raise awareness of the Rotary End Polio Now campaign, to
mention just a few events. Next month we will again be carolsinging around the hotels, restaurants and hostelries in
Woodstock to raise funds for our President’s nominated charity.
There are many different types of Rotary club to be found but at
Oxford Spires we meet only twice a month (2nd and 4th Tuesday
evenings) at the Church of St Michael and All Angels in
Summertown, Oxford. Our meetings start at 7.45pm prompt and
finish by 9.15pm. We only have meals on special occasions,
usually provided by members, but we do supply soft drinks, tea
and coffee. If you would like to know more about Rotary or are
interested in starting a club in this area, please drop me an email
at elizabethlivings@gmail.com

The Santa Fun Run in Bicester will take place on Sunday 15th December at 11am at Pingle
Field. You can enter online at www.bicester.gov.uk/event/santafunrun or visit offices at Garth
Park between 9-5pm Monday to Thursday/(Friday 4pm). Entry Fee: £10 per adult £5 per child
(5-16 years) £25 family ticket (2 adults + 2 children)
This price includes Santa suit, participation medal and a bacon roll!
Closing date for entries is Friday 6th December 2019.
For more information, please contact Bicester Town Council on 01869 252915 or email
enquiries@bicester.gov.uk
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Sunday 15th December 11am

The Residents Association meeting is there to help you address your concerns and ensure good value for your maintenance
pound. We also work as a Community Development Association and want to hear from you about events and activities you want to
see in your village. If you can not attend our meetings send us an email and please respond to the surveys we do throughout the
year.
We normally meet on the last Wednesday of the month 7-9pm in the Community Centre.
Please look for our Annual General Meeting announcement on our FaceBook page, Heyford Park Village.
Join us in the Community Garden for Carols in the village at 4:30pm and then for mulled wine, cakes and hot cocoa at the
Community Centre Christmas Party Saturday December 14th to 8pm.
Contact Us At:
Marc Thielke - Chair - 07972259907
Email - hprcda@gmail.com
Web - www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk

Heyford Park Parish Council
The parish council have been setting up the new parish. Please look for the web site coming online soon. They are attending training
and using their skills to respond to planning permission in Heyford Park, the coming year will be a busy one. They have approved a
1211 pound grant for the Heyford Park Residents Association. The parish, local landowners and Dorchester continue to support
pedestrian access and safety at the East end of Camp Road.
Contact Us At: clerk@heyfordpark-pc.gov.uk

HEYFORD PARK RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SPEEDWATCH CAMPAIGN
Volunteers wanted!
Our campaign group aims to act as a visual reminder to drivers to keep speeds below 30 mph and
so ensure our roads are safe for everyone.
So, if you care about road safety in our community and have an hour to spare occasionally, please
join our group.
You might save a life!
For more information, contact Marilyn Brown
Tel: 01869 232 032

email: marilyn999@grumpycrone.uk
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Clubbercise - it's the new going out!

Classes held Friday nights 7pm at Heyford Park Community Centre. It's the new going "Out Out"! Feel
energised, meet new friends, dance and glow in a half darkened room with Clubbercise glowsticks, disco lights,
neon face paint, wear your brightest clothes, relive your youth, dance anthems, come on your own and feel
welcome, come with a friend for a night out, no fitness level required, easy moves to follow, burn an average of
600 calories whilst clubbing!!
£5 per class and one off £3 for reusable Clubbercise glowsticks. Book through the Face Book "Clubbercise
Adults, Families, U13's, U18's Heyford Park with Wendy" or phone me on 07770406573
See you there!

Wendy

Airfield heritage
If you live in Dacey Drive, this is the man your street is named after!
Colonel Timothy J Dacey Jr., was the USAF Base Commander 1954-57,
his military career started in 1940 with pilot training at Randolph Field,
Texas, and he saw active service in WW2 in the Philippine Islands. In 1946
he was the commanding officer of the Tacloban airfield with the X111
Fighter command.
At Upper Heyford he flew B29 refuelling aircraft and it was under his
command that RAF Upper Heyford won the highly coveted American
Ambassador’s annual award for the base with the best community relations
programme.
On his return home he was commander of Westover Airfield, Mass with the
4050th Air Refuelling Wing flying KC135 aircraft, later commander of 72nd
Bombardment Wing, Ramsey Air Force Base.
Major General Dacey had over 6000 flying hours including the B52 and KC
135 aircraft, and his military decorations include the Legion of Merit and the
Air Force Commendation Medal. Let’s salute a very fine military career
Colonel Timothy J Dacey Jr at Upper Heyford
later Major General, Chief of Staff , Strategic Air Command, Major General Dacey retired in 1972 and passed away in May 1992
Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska
Upper Heyford Historical Society
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UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
PARISH COUNCIL NOTICES

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting
1st September
In memory of the late Janice Nash by Marilyn and Tim Bigelow.

POWER CUTS!

5th September
In celebration of the 75th birthday of the late Ron Beasley. By
Fay Ellis. ‘Roses are red, Violets are blue. There’s no-one I
could love more Than the way I love you.’ Love you, Grampy.
From Fay, Sam and all our cousins xxxxx.

UPDATE ON ELECTRICITY POWER
OUTAGES

The frequency of power outages in Upper Heyford is something
that has recently been raised as a point of concern by a number
of villagers. We have taken this up with Scottish Southern
Electric (SSE) and we would like to share their feedback with
you. SSE have recognised that our village is in an area of poor
performance and have begun measures to improve matters. It is
planned that there will be 52 spans of tree cutting that will be
carried out before 2020 and 2569 meters of our overhead wires
will be replaced with a new type of wire called BLX. SSE are also
upgrading 180 meters of underground cable which comes out of
the Heyford Park Substation and this should also be done before
the end of 2020. Tree cutting is now underway and shutdowns
are being planned to facilitate upgrades.
SSE also ask how much interest there would be in setting up the
village hall as a community space in the event of a power cut.
The idea is that SSE would supply a generator for warmth, and
provide hot food and drinks but this is dependent on their being
sufficient interest from the village. If this is something that might
interest you then please can you send a brief email with your
name to the parish council parishclerk@upperheyford.com

12th September
In celebration of the 83rd birthday of the late David Stillgoe.
‘Remembering you with love, Dad and Granddad.’ Jackie,
James, Vicky, Martin, Amelia, Kiera and Isobel.
13th September
In memory of the late Jonathon Fitzpatrick who died on this day,
2018. ‘Forever missed but always remembered, and included, in
our prayers.’ The Fitzpatrick family.
16th September In celebration of the birthday of the late Jan
Woski. ‘All my love, Ann.’
25th September
In memory of the late Jonathon Fitzpatrick who suffered much as
a result of his Alzheimer condition. ‘You are always in my heart,
Jonny. Your devoted wife, Anna.
1st October
In celebration of the birthday of the late Jimmy James.
‘With love from Maureen, Peter, Paul, and Grace.’
2nd October
In memory of the late Jean Rosalie Barker whom we lost in
2016. ‘Thought of every day. Remembered and loved forever.’
Your loving husband, Ray. XX
5th October
In memory of the late Gilbert (Jack) Brain, who died in 1972.
‘With love from your daughter, Ann’.
14th October
In celebration of the birthday of the late Mr Jim Smith.
16th October
In celebration the 54th wedding anniversary of Roland and the
late Christine Smith. ‘Christine, all my love on our wedding
anniversary. You will be forever in my heart’. Roland.

You will have received a housing survey through your
door recently The Survey is going to everyone in the Mid
Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan area (11 parishes) and is in
response to the public consultations that were carried out when
the Neighbourhood Plan was being constructed. Residents
asked about downsizing and housing for older people and
how people would still like to live in a village environment and
have a choice of housing to suit their needs. The Parish Council
would really appreciate it if you could take 5 minutes to complete
the short form and send it in the pre paid envelope provided.
Many thanks
Upper Heyford Parish Council
Member of the Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Forum

17th October
In celebration of the 49th wedding anniversary of Pip and Mike
Ingle.
21st October
In celebration of the 47th wedding anniversary of Ann and the
late Jan Woski. ‘Missing you on our wedding anniversary and
wishing you were here. All my love, Ann’.
23rd October
In celebration of the birthday of the late Sarah Leigh Baker.
‘Thinking of you on your birthday and every day.
Love from Mum, Tom, Joe, Carley, Matthew, Sandra, Mandi,
Adam and families.’

Yoga in Upper Heyford Village Hall on Tuesdays
6:30-7:30pm - Dynamic Vinyasa Flow
then at
7:45-8:45pm - Hatha Flow to Restore

Christmas Services at St Mary’s
Friday 20th December
Readings & Carols

£5 per class

Christmas Eve

To book on contact: 07936884401
Email: vicky@gracefullyflow.com
Instagram: @gracefully_flow

Holy Communion 11pm
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The Warreners Club

Work for Oxfordshire
Library Service!

Sadly we have lost another member, David Batchelor from
Bicester. David was a very dedicated member who really enjoyed
the club, he was always cheerful and active; and he will be sorely
missed.

Flexible hours, £9.55 per hr

We had a most enjoyable harvest lunch prepared by the
committee, ham, pork pie, salad with lovely hot new potatoes,
followed by apple pie and cream!
In November Tony had us all guessing with his photo quiz, lots of
familiar faces but very difficult to name, it was fun though.
On 11th December we will have a Christmas tea at the village hall,
rather than going out for lunch, Tony will be holding a musical quiz,
‘Name that Tune’ which will be fun if we can put a face to the tune!

Are you a people person who wants to play a key part in your
local community? We’re looking for confident, enthusiastic and
committed people to work as Customer Service Advisers for the
Oxfordshire Library Service!
No two days are ever the same - you could be leading events
such as rhyme-time and storytelling for children, as well as
helping people to access IT and directing customers to reliable
online sources of information. We offer flexible hours to suit
your lifestyle and where you live.
Apply to join the library service and start a great new chapter:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/jobs
Applications open 11 Nov. Closing date 9 Dec.

Contact: Veronica 232788
Victims First launches video to help
young people spot the signs of
relationship abuse
Victims First, which supports victims of crime and abuse across
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, has launched a
video to raise awareness of coercive control and emotional
abuse in relationships.
Following on from Victims First’s ‘Know It Isn’t Love’ campaign
launched in February this year, the video, Don’t Disappear’
highlights the red flags to look out for in a relationship which
can be the warning signs of controlling behaviour and abuse.
Coercive control became a criminal offence in 2015 and
involves an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats,
humiliation and intimidation or other abuse by a perpetrator that
is used to harm, punish or frighten their victim.
Although many people associate domestic abuse with physical
violence, coercive control recognises the damaging impact of
other forms of abuse in relationships as well.
‘Don’t Disappear’ follows the story of Jamie and Emma, from
the seemingly loving early stages of their relationship, to the
development of abusive behaviour.
Although anyone can be a victim of coercive control, ‘Don’t
Disappear’ is particularly aimed at younger people who may
have less experience of relationships or people who are at the
beginning of a relationship, to raise awareness of the red flags
which at the time, may be missed or misinterpreted as
acceptable behaviour.
The video covers a range of controlling behaviours exhibited
from Jamie to Emma including:
Jealousy and possessiveness including accusations of
flirting and cheating
Isolating her from her family and friends
Controlling the use of her phone and social media
Constantly checking on her whereabouts
Sudden outbursts of anger and mood changes, and
Love bombing - showering her with excessive affection
and attention in order to retain control

Volunteers required.
Training given.

All you need is a couple of hours every now and then.
Please help us to keep our village safe.
For more information please contact:
Mary Goodman m.mgoodman@yahoo.com or
Kevin Allen allenjoke@aol.com

To speak to a member of the Victims First team and to receive
support please call 0300 1234 148.
You can also find more information or make a referral for
support online at www.victims-first.org.uk
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SOMERTON
GEORGE 111

CHURCH FUNDING SUCCESS
The rain was pouring down on Friday, 25th October,
but luckily the reputation of Oliver Everett from his last
year's visit to St James's Church made 80 people flock
to hear his lecture on George 111, 'The Most Cultured
Monarch'.
Oliver began his lecture admitting that the King was
remembered as being mad and for losing the American
colonies; but, said Oliver, there were mitigating
circumstances, which he elaborated on in his usual
witty and erudite way. He also asked a few questions
which makes you sit up and think..
A shot of sherry was on hand for the brave attendees
ministered in the Porch and then wine and delicious
canapés, made by friends in the village, were an added
incentive.
Oliver Everett is a highly regarded worldwide Lecturer
on the Royals, Art, silver and India. Next year it might
be The Moguls of India.
The accompanying slides showed some of George
111's additions to the Royal Collection including the
well known Vermeer and Van Dyke.
The evening raised £2.500 giving £2,000 to St James's
which, sadly, is a drop in the ocean towards this Grade
1 Listed Church where more and more people are
coming to view its history.
But it was a well worth evening and thanks go to all
Somertonians for their generous help
NEWS FROM SWIG
November we enjoyed a talk by our local
butcher Gordon (Gordy) Wrighton. He
spoke of how the business began and his
introduction into it. Gordy is well versed in
speaking, broadcasting regularly on Radio Oxford and
his talk was interspersed with comic detail. The
questions put to him included, or course, Brexit, and he
explained in detail how difficult it was for him without a
definite decision to leave or not to leave. We all
enjoyed the evening and welcomed quite of number of
people from the surrounding area who had come to
hear this articulate & jolly butcher.
On December 10th we welcome Kate Harris who will
demonstrate how to make floral table decorations, a
very festive idea. Anyone is welcome so please come
along and enjoy the talk.

Light up St James Church, Somerton this
Christmas in memory of a loved one, or in
celebration of a special event
This December, January and February, St James Church in Somerton
is asking you to light up the church for an evening this Christmas in
memory of a loved one, celebration of an event, or just to make
someone feel special!
All we need from you is:
Confirmation of your chosen date by email to
helenholman@rocketmail.com

•
•

A £10 donation
Your short message, which we will then write on the chalk board

on your chosen day

•

All proceeds will go to St James Church Somerton which

currently costs £50 a day to run
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FRITWELL SCHOOL
November 2019
It has been a busy period here at Fritwell CofE School with a focus on Black History month. Our Year 5/6’s led school worship to
present their work and demonstrate their understanding of diversity which is one of our key curriculum areas of development. They
learnt about many amazing people during the month, through research, compiling biographies, creating artwork and writing poems
about the people who have inspired us the most.

We were treated to a spectacular fireworks display on Sunday 10th November,
courtesy of our FoFS committee. It was completely sold out and was enjoyed by
many visitors from the wider community. It was lovely to hear the positive comments
as the people left the event.
Every November the Anti-Bullying Alliance hold a week in which schools are invited
to participate in activities focusing on types of bullying. The theme this year is
‘Change Starts With Us. The children were involved in lots of creative activities
linked to how we all have a responsibility to stop bullying, and took part in ‘Odd
Socks’ day to demonstrate how we are all different and unique.
We held a lovely worship to mark Remembrance Day and the whole school
were involved in creating our poppy installation in the main hall.
It has been great to show interested parents around our wonderful school. If you know anyone
who would like to visit or know more about what we offer, please pass on details of the school
office (01869 345283) where our staff will make an appointment for me to meet and discuss their
children’s very special educational journey.
Upcoming Events
4th Dec – School disco
6th Dec – FoFS Secret Present room
10th&11th Dec – KS1 Nativity
12th Dec – Christmas Tea Party
13th Dec – IRock assembly
18th Dec – School Christmas Dinner
19th Dec – Christmas Carol Service 10am
Jonathan Hart , Headteacher Fritwell School
Cost £35 per week, £7 per morning.

CHILDRENS HOLIDAY ART GROUPS
SCHOOL YEAR 2019/2020

February half term 17th to 21st February 2020
Easter holiday 13th to 17th April 2020 (includes bank holiday)
May half term 25th to 29th May 2020
Summer holiday weeks
27th to 31st July 2020
3rd to 7 August 2020
17th to 21st August 2020
24th to 28th August 2020
0930 to 12.30 daily

Pastel picture by Connor age 10
Cliff will be running Art groups during the following holidays throughout
the 2019/2020 academic year.
The groups will be held at the
Wesleyan Chapel North Street Fritwell OX27 7QR,

Age range 8 to 12 years will take younger or older after discussion or has
been with me previously—
previously—Contact Cliff Tel:07766414697
or preferably by email: creeves10@btinternet.com
Please state the name of your child and preferred dates,
10 places per group only.
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Information - At a Glance
Friday 6th December Heyford Park
Heyford & Bicester Veterans official opening of tranquil garden

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS

Saturday 7th December 2—4pm
Flower arrangement classes Bicester Methodist Hall
Saturday 7th December 10.30—3pm
Heyford Park Christmas Bazaar
Tuesday 10th December
SWIG Somerton Village Hall Floral Table Decorations
Wednesday 11th December
Warreners Christmas Tea 2pm Upper Heyford Village Hall
Thursday 12th December
ELECTION DAY 7am—10pm
Saturday 14th December Heyford Park
Community Garden for Carols at 4:30pm and then mulled wine, cakes
and hot cocoa at the Community Centre Christmas Party to 8pm.

Sunday 15th December
Bicester Fun Run Pingle Field 11am start
Wednesday 18th December
Heyfords WI Christmas lunch

250 BUS SERVICE
Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford
Monday to Friday
05.41; 06.41; 07.49; 09.06; 10.17; 11.17;
12.17; 13.17; 14.17; 15.21; 16.26; 17.49;
18.49; 19.53
Saturdays
06.20; 07.21; 08.17 and then at 17 mins past
each hour till 6.21; 17.32; 18.36; 19.37
Bus Services from Heyford Park
to Bicester
Monday to Friday
06.08; 07.07; 08.22; 09.41; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.48; 17.06; 18.09;
19.22; 20.12
Saturdays
06.50; 07.44; 08.44; 09;44; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.44; 16.53; 18.00;
19.04; 20.03

Friday 20th December
Readings & Carols, St Mary’s Upper Heyford 7pm

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park
Monday to Friday
6.26; 07.40; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past
each hour every hour till 16.15; 17.20; 18.40;
and 19.35

Sunday 22nd December
Carol Service, St Mary’s, Lower Heyford 4pm
Tuesday 24th December
Nativity, St James, Somerton 4pm

Saturdays
07.05 and then at five past each hour till
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.25

Tuesday 24th December
St Mary’s Upper Heyford 11pm Midnight Communion

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford
Park
Monday to Friday
06.25; 07.30; 08.50; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 1505; 16.09; 17.33; 18.35;
19.40 (19.40 service terminates at
Bletchingdon)

Christmas Day
Heyford Park Chapel Christmas Communion 10am
Christmas Day
St Mary’s Lower Heyford Communion 11am
Wednesday 8th January
Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm

Saturdays
07.07; 08.02; 9.03; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 15.02; 16.05; 17.16;18.24;
19.24
(19.24 service terminates at Bletchingdon)

Wednesday 15th January Upper Heyford Reading Room
Heyfords Wi demonstration Jenny Tamblyn on Pottery Craft

The times shown are for Heyford Park, the
village times will vary slightly

32

