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The day that Somerton was sold - lock stock & barrel! 

 

Sale Remarks 
 

The numbers and areas are taken as far 

as possible from the Ordnance Survey 

(1900 edition) and are believed to be 

correct, though they are in no way 

guaranteed.  

The Sale Plans are given for reference 

and illustration, and though believed to 

be correct, their accuracy is in no way 

guaranteed, and the Sale is not made on 

the said Plans. 

Each Lot is Freehold and free of Tithe 

Kent Charge. There is a Land Tax, the 

last payment of which way assessed at 

the rate* of 6d. in the <£. 

The Property is sold subject to the 

existing tenancies, which are 

Michaelmas ones, and to any rights of 

way or easements there may be. 

The Timber and Underwood is to be paid 

for by valuation in the usual way, as set 

out in Condition  

Pumping plant has been installed and a 

line of pipes laid through the Estate by 

H.M. War Department, and any Lot 

affected by these will be sold subject to 

and with the benefit of such works as the 

case may be. 

The Sale offers an excellent opportunity 

of acquiring agricultural freeholds of a 

convenient size.  

The farms are particularly well served 

with hard roads, are a good state of 

cultivation, and in the Village is a never 

failing supply of water. 
 

Look out for Alice’s interesting analysis 

on page 19 
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The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

Rev Geoff Price 01869 346262 geoffandhope@yahoo.com 

David Taylor   davidtaylor_3@outlook.com 

Benefice Office 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

BENEFICE OFFICE 
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687                                  

 

NEW OFFICE HOURS  Monday, Wednesday & Friday  9.30 –2.30            Tel: 01869 233687                                     
 

To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687   administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency please tele-

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford Thursday mornings 11am - 12.30pm 

A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh coffee or tea, home-made sandwiches and cake. 

Open to all and free of charge although donations towards running costs gratefully received. 

Any queries please call Emily Daly at emilyannedaly@gmail.com (term time) or Hazel Stoddart hazelstoddart@me.com (holidays) 

4-
Aug 

8.30am  
1662 

11am  Morning 
Prayer  

11am    1662 
HC 

6pm           
Evensong 

11am               
Matins 

9:30               
Holy              

Communion 

11.00am 
Communion 

11-
Aug 

9.30am               
HC 

8:30am      
1662 HC 

11am          
Family            

Worship 

9.30am  Sun-
day Club 

11am                
Sung HC 

No                 
Service 

11:00am 
Morning            
Service 

18-
Aug 

9.30                    
MP 

9.30                  
Family             

Communion 

NO                
SERVICE 

11.00                 
Matins                    
& HC 

8.30                    
1662 HC 

No                     
Service 

11.00am 
Morning               
Service 

25-
Aug 

9.30am 
Morning  
Service 

6pm       Even-
song 

11am               
Family           

Communion 

9.30am Family             
Service 

10.30am Fam-
ily  Church 

8.30am 1662 
HC 

11am                   
All Age             
Service 

1-
Sep 

8.30am       
1662 

11am               
Morning 
Prayer  

11am    1662 
HC 

6pm    Even-
song 

11am         
Matins 

9:30 Holy 
Communion 

11.00am 
Communion 

8-
Sep 9.30am HC 

8:30am  1662 
HC 

11am  Family   
Worship 

9.30am Sun-
day Club 

11am       
HARVEST 

No  Service 

11.00am                  
Morning   
Service 

15-
Sep 

9.30         
MP 

9.30       Family   
Communion 

11.00   MP 
11.00     

Matins  & HC 

8.30          
1662 HC 

No Service 

11.00am 
Morning   
Service 

22-
Sep 

9.30am 
HARVEST 

6pm  Evensong 
11am    Family     

Communion 

9.30am Family   
Service 

10.30am Fam-
ily  Church 

8.30am 1662 
HC 

11am          
All Age     
Service 

29-
Sep 11AM BENEFICE COMMUNION SERVICE - LOWER HEYFORD (Geoff's last service) 

6-
Oct 

8.30am  
1662 

11am Morning 
Prayer  

11am  1662 
HC 

6pm     
Evensong 

11am         
Matins 

9:30  Holy     
Communion 

11.00am 

Communion 

Services in the Cherwell Valley 

          St Mary’s        St Olave’s               St Mary’s          St James            The Annunciation          St Mary’s                 Heyford Park 

           Ardley            Fritwell              Lower Heyford   Somerton              Souldern         Upper Heyford    Chapel 



 

3 

Reader advice: 
 

The opinions and views expressed by articles included in Valley News are not necessarily the views of the editor.  
Articles are accepted by the Editor on the assumption that the permission of any person or organisation, whose contact or other details (including the 
views of 3rd parties), has previously been secured by the person submitting the article or other entry.  
Valley News reserves the right to refuse any entry or any part thereof that, in the view of the Editor, could be defamatory or offensive.  
 

Advertising: 
 

Valley News is pleased to accept advertisements from local businesses as part of its service to local residents as well as providing a relatively low cost 
advertising platform for the goods and services offered by local trades and businesses.  
The inclusion of an advertisement neither indicates that the Valley News recommends nor endorses any goods or services that are offered and Valley 
News encourages its readers to take suitable steps to verify the quality and price of any service being offered. In this regard Valley News can bear no 
responsibility. 

 

Farewell to Cherwell Valley  
 
                      For both Hope and I, we would like to thank the Parishes of the Benefice for a very memorable and 
worthwhile time with you all. It will be five years since we arrived at Lower Heyford, on a dark September evening, to 
begin our House-for-Duty ministry. It will be on a light September morning when we will now be leaving! Our Farewell 
service will be on 29th September at 11am, followed by a Bring and Share lunch, to which all are welcome at St. Mary’s 
Lower Heyford.  
 

                      There are many good memories to take with us to Gloucestershire, where we have bought a lovely small 
home in Fairford. The reason for Fairford is not only because the Parish Church and town centre are close at hand, but 
also as we will be living only four miles from Harnhill Centre of Christian Healing. Hope and I have been visiting this 
delightful Retreat Centre, and we have already been accepted as volunteers to help pray for the guests who come.  
 

                       It was a real joy to work with Stephen & Cally, building together a Christian ministry, and working as a 
team with Barbara and David. Barbara is a wonderful Church Administrator, kind, capable and caring. David has been a 
real asset, especially at Heyford Park. I must add what marvellous Church Wardens I have been privileged to share the 
Gospel with. Good Church Wardens are the salt of the earth!  
 

                       The more I experience life, the more I come to acknowledge God’s love and forgiveness, and also His 
stupendous creation. It is Elizabeth Barrett Browning, the Christian writer and poet, who was given real insight into living 
a full life. In one of her works she writes:  
 

   “Crowded with heaven and every common bush alive with God,  
    but only he who sees, takes off his shoes;  
    the rest sit around and pick blackberries.”  
 

                          It would be easy to sit back and enjoy our country’s Christian heritage and be passive observers of all 
that Christianity means to us. Nevertheless, there is work to do and there is nothing more worthwhile than to be engaged 
in the Kingdom of God, taking off our shoes of pride and acknowledging that this life is vital. Sitting around (and however 
delightful it is to pick blackberries!) will not bring us fulfilment in life.  
 

                        Pleasure, leisure and treasure are the primary goals of many today, but thank God we can go much 
deeper into life by having a relationship with our Creator through Jesus Christ. Hope and I have so much valued our 
morning time with God. What has kept us going is that each morning we have given ourselves to our Lord in prayer, so 
to give us peace, vision and strength. There is no better way to begin the day than with Jesus, knowing that we are 
never alone, in all the challenges of life.  
 

                        A promise which has always helped us is Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you” declares 
the Lord “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” We pray this promise for you 
all in the Benefice and your future.  
 

                               Yours thankfully, Geoff and Hope 
 

This year’s Ride & Stride is on 

14th September 
 

All the valley churches will be open for visitors so if you have 

time please help on the day with booking-in and refreshments for 

cyclists and walkers. 

How about cycling or walking to raise money for your parish 

church?  You won’t need to be a ‘Bradley Wiggins’! 

Thank you, Geoff & Hope 

We have delighted in your ministry and pastoral care and 

most of all, the compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 

and friendship that we have received throughout the five 

years that have been blessed by your presence here in the 

valley. 
 

You will continue to bring hope and joy to all that you meet 

and we send our love and best wishes as you continue the 

Lord’s Work in Fairford, and enjoy a peaceful life in your 

own home. 
 

Well done, thou good and faithful servants                  Editor 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

THE FORUM 
 

Upper Heyford Reading Room OX25 5L 

Tuesday 1st October 7.30pm 
 

A talk by Dr Michael Rodgers 

of Lower Heyford 
 

Eurekas and Euphorias 
 

Tales from a life in publishing and science 
 

A series of stories, some short, some more extended, 

wide ranging, different, and chosen because they have 

one thing in common: they’ll be interesting  

(to outsiders)!  

 

 

 

 

‘Jenny Tamblyn asks... Are You Vegan Yet?’ 
 

Having been vegetarian for over twenty 

years, I took the plunge and became 

vegan almost ten years ago now.  I did 

so as I love animals but as time has 

gone on, I have realised all the other 

benefits that a plant-based diet and 

lifestyle bring.  I feel physically well and in the knowledge 

that I am not contributing to the suffering of animals, whilst 

lowering my carbon footprint , I feel spiritually lighter too.   
 

Despite having been an avid meat, fish and dairy- eater in 

my earlier years, and not liking many vegetables, I really 

enjoy my food now, and introducing vegan food to others. , 

With an influx of vegan products into our grocery stores, 

and with the emphasis on climate change and saving our 

precious planet, there has never been a better time to 

make the change. 
 

I am thinking of running a 4-week Introduction to Veganism 

course over the Winter, in our Community and Sports Hall 

in Lower Heyford.  If you think you might be interested in 

attending, please email me at jennyjtamblyn@gmail.com 

or call me on 01869340664 or 07773262099 indicating 

which day of the week and time of day you would prefer. 

Please don’t ring me until after 26 August  

Hoping to hear from you!                                               
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The Forum 

Upper Heyford Reading Room 
 

Geoff & Hope will be leaving the valley in September and 

we send our best wishes as they move on to a new life in 

Fairford.  
 

Geoff is so gracious and it is through his efforts that The 

Forum has been such a great success during the past 

few years.  The talks on a diverse range of subjects in a 

sociable and friendly setting has both entertained and 

informed. If you haven’t attended a Forum meeting before 

look at just a few of the interesting topics that you have 

missed: 

Charles Dickens  

From Bar to Bench 50 years in Law  

480-479 Greece on the Razor’s Edge  

Bronte Sisters  

James 1 and the King James Bible  

Publishing and the Life it Brings  

The Reformation  

I believe in Angels  
 

The next talk by Dr Michael Rodgers is entitled: 

Eurekas and Euphorias - Tales from a life in publishing and 

science - Tuesday 1st October at 7.30pm  
 

Please come along, you will enjoy a convivial hour or so 

in a lovely building.                                               Editor 

From Oxfordshire to the Orne: Normandy 75th Anniversary exhibition comes to the Soldiers of 
Oxfordshire Museum 
 

The new exhibition, Normandy 75: Oxfordshire to the Orne, will go on display at the 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum from 7th August – 3rd November 2019. This 

exhibition will combine a travelling exhibition from the National Army Museum with 

stories that staff at the museum have collected from around Oxfordshire. These 

stories will be told through objects, a map of key locations, and quotes from 

Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire-born soldiers who served on D Day and beyond. 
 

The National Army Museum’s touring exhibition marks the 75th anniversary of the 

Normandy Campaign. The exhibition will tell the courageous stories of soldiers who fought in Normandy and during D Day, and will 

detail the events that helped secure an allied victory.  
 

To enhance the National Army Museum exhibition, staff at the museum have been working to collect stories of World War 2 from 

around Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire.  

Peggy Ainsworth, Collections Manager explains, ‘In addition to our own regimental stories, we wanted to use this exhibition as a way 

to represent the local soldiers who contributed to the Normandy campaign. There have been many fascinating stories coming in from 

the public, which we will be telling through artefacts from our collection and information gained through our Stories of Conflict and 

County campaign launched last year.’  
 

Soldiers from the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry were some of the first to set foot in Normandy on the 6th of June 

1944, and were perhaps most famous for the capture of Pegasus Bridge in the early hours of the morning, prior to the beach 

landings. Visitors can put themselves in the shoes of these soldiers and sit inside a life-size reproduction of a Horsa Glider’s 

compartment and listen to recorded interviews of D Day veterans. 
 

The exhibition will run from the 7th August – 3rd November 2019 and will end with a special collecting day on the 2nd November. 

SOFO’s ‘We’ll Meet Again’ Collections Day will encourage members of the public to bring objects to the museum and tell their stories 

of Oxfordshire from the Second World War to the 1970’s. Any objects donated or loaned on the day will be used to form our Second 

World War and Reminiscence displays. 
 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum is open from Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 11am-5pm and Sunday 2pm-5pm. The 

county’s only military history museum is located in the grounds of the Oxfordshire Museum, Park Street, Woodstock  
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LOWER HEYFORD NEWS 

THE HEYFORDS W I 
 

At the June meeting Pam Newall 

gave a most interesting and 

informative talk on the Baltic States, 

which was thoroughly enjoyed by 

members. 
 

In July, Angie Woodward, a Reiki Master, explained Bowen 

Therapy, a drug-free, non-invasive, hands-on remedial therapy 

that helps a variety of joint and muscular ailments as well as 

many others like headaches and fatigue.  A member asked  for 

help with a problem she had had for sometime, difficulty with 

raising her arm,  and Angie’s work certainly helped. (Angie 

pointed out that the treatment is not intended as a substitute for 

medical advice and treatment). 
 

The Cream Teas at the Lower Heyford Community Sports 

Centre in June was not as successful as we hoped because the 

baking hot weather understandably deterred many visitors. 

Obituary—Freddie Jones Actor 1927 - 2019  Lower Heyford resident 
 

Taken from The Guardian  
 

Freddie Jones, who has died aged 91, was the best sort of old-fashioned actor, a 

comic tragedian, eccentric and full-hearted, with something of both Donald Wolfit and 

Dickens’ Vincent Crummles about him. Indeed, his most famous stage role was that of 

Ronald Harwood’s affectionate near-portrait of Wolfit in The Dresser (1980), an old 

ham called “Sir” who faces disaster in the mirror while preparing to play King Lear. And 

he memorably embodied the extravagant Crummles in a television Nicholas 

Nickleby of 1977. 

He achieved a recognition of sorts as Sandy Thomas, the estranged father of a vicar, 

in the long-running soap Emmerdale, a role he unashamedly, and gratefully, enjoyed in 

the twilight of his years, from 2005 to 2018. For an actor who could cry havoc and let loose the dogs of war with the best of them, he 

was surprisingly mild and unambitious, tall and courteous, bearded and ruddy-faced, one who declared that, “My life springs from my 

wife, my family, my work and my whisky.” 

He was born and raised in Dresden, Stoke-on-Trent, one of two sons of Charles Jones, an electrical porcelain thrower and his wife, 

Ida (nee Godwin), and attended the nearby grammar school in Longton, which he hated. As a boy scout, he appeared in a show at 

the old Theatre Royal in Hanley. On leaving school to work at Creda, the home appliances store, in Blythe Bridge and then for 10 

years as a lab assistant at a chemical factory in Tamworth, he immersed himself in amateur dramatics at the old Shelton rep and 

other companies around Stoke 

So he was well into his 30s by the time he trained at Rose Bruford and made his London debut with the RSC at the Arts Theatre 

in David Rudkin’s Afore Night Come (1962) and at the Aldwych in Gorky’s Lower Depths in 1964. He was immediately one of the 

company’s most distinctive character actors and appeared in Beckett’s Act Without Words, as Pistol in The Merry Wives of Windsor 

and as Cucurucu in Peter Brook’s landmark 1964 production of The Marat/Sade (released as a film in 1967) alongside Glenda 

Jackson, Ian Richardson and Patrick Magee. 

He made his first impression on television as Claudius in the six-part ITV series of The Caesars (1968), followed by rich cameos in 

Cold Comfort Farm (1968), Alice Through the Looking Glass, as Humpty Dumpty (1973) and as a headteacher in Dennis 

Potter’s Pennies from Heaven (1978). 

Best of all, he was an irascible Victorian general, Sir George Uproar, in The Ghosts of Motley Hall (1976-78) by Richard 

(“Catweazle”) Carpenter, a children’s show with luxury casting – Nicholas Le Prevost, Sheila Steafel, Peter Sallis, Arthur English – as 

a host of goofy ghosts protecting an old family seat against the incIt’s hard to think of another great actor whose comic genius and 

tragic bravura were so under-used in the profession. His working-class childhood and early years had been hard and unhappy. 

“Acting saved his life,” said his son Toby. “Drama school was a reinvention, or an awakening of stuff he hadn’t been allowed to show 

in his life.” 

Freddie was a familiar and much loved character in the village and will be sadly missed 
 

We send our condolences to Jennie and family                                                                                                                                                                                  With  thanks to The Guardian newspaper 

 

Geoff’s Final Service Geoff’s Final Service Geoff’s Final Service Geoff’s Final Service     

here in the Cherwell Valley here in the Cherwell Valley here in the Cherwell Valley here in the Cherwell Valley     

29 September 29 September 29 September 29 September     
 

Please join us to say thank you and farewell to 

Geoff & Hope  

at the Benefice Communion Service  

11am at St Mary’s Lower Heyford 11am at St Mary’s Lower Heyford 11am at St Mary’s Lower Heyford 11am at St Mary’s Lower Heyford     

followed by bring & share lunch 
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WINGWALKING 2020 – THE 
ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME! 
Join us on 21 May 2020 for this 
amazing experience with the 
world's most experienced wing-
walking team.  
 

It's something to strike off your bucket list and build memories 
that last a lifetime. Flown by one of the team's wing-walking 
display pilots, you’ll take to the skies on the top wing of a 
Boeing Stearman bi-plane and experience an exciting series of 
flypasts, zoom climbs, steep dives and banks in front of the 
family and friends you bring along on the day. Find out more at 
www.khh.org.uk/wingwalk  
 
 

ABBA EXTRAVAGANZA – 7 SEPTEMBER AT GENERAL 
FOOD SOCIAL CLUB 
Mamma Mia, do we have a great evening for you? Why not 
Take a Chance On this great event and help your local 
hospice? It's the ABBA Extravaganza at Banbury's General 
Foods Social Club, and the Name of the Game is raising some 
Money, Money, Money for Katharine House.  
 

Headlined by the UK's leading ABBA tribute band Planet ABBA, 
with support from great local band Under The Covers this is 
sure to be a great night. Please be a Super Trouper, send out 
an SOS to your friends and family to make sure they don't miss 
being a Dancing Queen. In fact, while we're talking about 
bringing family, Does Your Mother Know about it?  
 

100% of ticket sales and proceeds raised on the night will go 
towards the Katharine House Hospice bed appeal and will be in 
memory of Quentin Bowser. Book your tickets today at 
www.khh.org.uk/abba-extravaganza  
 
 

WEEKLY HEALTH WALKS – EVERY FRIDAY FROM THE 
HOSPICE 
We're delighted to launch our weekly Friday Health Walks in 
collaboration with South Northants and Cherwell District 
Council. Led by a friendly, specially trained volunteer, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to join an organised walk around the 
beautiful countryside around Katharine House. The walks 
provide the perfect opportunity to increase your activity levels 
and general wellbeing and also offers you the chance to make 
new friends and find a supportive network of like-minded 
people. The walks are open to families, carers, patients, 
supporters, and volunteers - generally, anyone who has an 
affiliation with Katharine HouseouHouse. A typical walk may last 
up to 60 minutes, although this may vary. No need to book, just 
turn up although it may be advisable to contact the hospice 
beforehand just to make sure it is going ahead. Please wear 
loose comfortable clothing and sturdy footwear. Refreshments 
will be available after the walk. For more information please 
contact Hannah.Mozelewski@khh.org.uk  
 
OXFORD HALF MARATHON - 13 OCTOBER 2019 
The Oxford Half Marathon course winds around Oxford’s most 
iconic landmarks. Whether you’re new to running and want to 
take on a challenge, or an experienced runner looking to smash 
your personal best, why not take on the Oxford Half Marathon 
for Katharine House this October? Secure your place on Team 
Katharine House and register for your place today for £40 – 
we’ll support you throughout your fundraising! 
If you already have your own place, please register as an own 
place runner by emailing getinvolved@khh.org.uk to be part of 
Team Katharine, and you'll still receive all of the same support 
from our team. 

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks  

Why not join us! 

We meet at Upper Helford Village Hall at 09:55 am 

(unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for approx. 2 – 2 

½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 miles in length 

unless otherwise stated. It’s a social occasion too!  

Kirtlington School  

News 2019 
 

It has been a busy year at 

Kirtlington School!  Highlights 

of the year include; 
 

Autumn Term – Opening of 

our Breakfast Club.  A visit 

from the local author, Haydn 

Middleton.  Trips to Crocodile 

W o r l d  a n d  S h r i 

S wam ina ra yan  Man d i r 

Temple, London. 
 

Spring Term began with a 

visit from an Ofsted inspector and we were delighted to 

be given the rating of “Good”.  This follows on from our 

previous SIAMS inspection when we were awarded 

“Outstanding”.  Trips this term included Oxford Castle and 

Harcourt Arboretum. 
 

Summer Term saw the completion of our new Early 

Years Play Area and the grand opening.  Dancers 

celebrated May Day and the annual Lamb Ale event.  The 

school choir sang at the village fete.  There were trips to 

the Oxford synagogue, Ardley ERF visitors centre and 

Year 6 went to Glasbury-on-Wye for their residential 

week at the Woodlands Outdoor Activity Centre.  We also 

celebrated taking second place (beaten by 1 point) in the 

county Tri Golf final.  This has contributed to us achieving 

the School Games Gold Mark for PE.  We have also 

enjoyed a Prayer Space week and Make me SMILE 

wellbeing day. 
 

Throughout the year all year groups have enjoyed Forest 

School activities and all Years 4, 5 and 6 have benefitted 

from Oxford County Music strings instrumental tuition.  

After school clubs have included Computers, Tag Rugby, 

Dance, Football and Atomic Science as well as the Eco 

group and Gardening group undertaking their work during 

school lunchtimes. 
 

We are now at the end of a very successful year and 

looking forward to the summer holidays.  We will return in 

September refreshed and ready for another year.  We 

have places in most year groups for new families to the 

area.  Our Open Days in the autumn term will take place 

on Friday 25th October and Friday 8th November and 

visits are warmly welcomed.   

Please see our website at www.kirtlington.oxon.sch.uk for 

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  o n 

Office.3500@kirtlington.oxon.sch.uk. 
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Oxfordshire County Council wants to make Oxfordshire’s 

cycling network attractive, comfortable and easy to use for all 

cyclists. They want to hear from cyclists about what to ensure 

new plans meet their needs. 

Cycle survey – Have your say 
 

Cyclists from across the county are being invited to complete 

a survey about what they like or dislike about cycling in 

Oxfordshire.  

The results will be used by Oxfordshire County Council to help 

shape Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans 

(LCWIPs) – new plans to radically improve Oxfordshire’s 

cycling network and make it attractive, comfortable and easy 

to use for all cyclists.  

Oxfordshire county council has an ambition to enhance 

walking and cycling routes across the county to help people 

improve their health and wellbeing, whilst also reducing 

pollution and congestion. This is part of our work to make 

towns, villages and the city healthier places to live and deliver 

on our climate change emergency commitments. 

Have your say by completing the survey: https://

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cyclesurvey Please be aware the 

weblink takes you onto a page that say ‘other ways to 

complete your survey’. Click this button and it will take you 

through to the survey. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prevent Your Home From Becoming Hot Property 
This Summer  
 

The summer is a time when Thames Valley Police, and other 
forces around the country, experience an increase in 
residential burglary. This is due to opportunist thieves taking 
advantage of doors and windows being left open in hot 
weather, and properties not being left secure while residents 
are away on holiday. 
 

It only takes seconds to steal valuables that are within easy 
reach. Window opening restrictors can be fitted to ground 
floor windows to allow ventilation while preventing burglars 
from being able to climb through. If going out, even just in 
the garden, you should always close and lock your windows 
and doors. 
 

The consequences of being burgled reach far beyond the 
cost and inconvenience of replacing stolen items. It is also 
the emotional impact of having your summer holiday ruined, 
and the feeling of being violated, after an uninvited stranger 
has been in your home. 
 

If leaving your car at home when you go on holiday, 
remember to remove any valuables and check the windows 
are closed and doors are locked. If your vehicle is stolen you 
could lose your motor insurance excess and no claims 
bonus. You will still be responsible for any vehicle finance 
owed and likely to pay higher insurance premiums in the 
future. 
 

Avoid checking-in on social networks at the airport and wait 
to post your holiday photos until you get home. Some home 
insurance policies become invalidated if you post that you 
are away from home  
 

Holiday Checklist:  

• Lock all windows and doors. 

• Check side gates, sheds and garages are locked and 

tools and ladders are not accessible for burglars to break 
into your home. 

• Store all keys out of sight and away from your letterbox. 

• Use a RFID pouch to store fobs for keyless entry 
vehicles. 

• Make your home look occupied by using a timer switch 

to turn on lights at night. 

• Ask a trusted friend to look after your home while you 
are away. 

• Invite a neighbour to park their vehicle on your drive 
while you are away. 

• Don’t post details of your holiday on social media until 

you return home. 
For more burglary prevention advice, download your free 
Home Security Guide from the Thames Valley Police 
website here: https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/thames-valley/advice/home
-security-guide.pdf 
 

By working together we can build community resilience to 
deter burglars from targeting homes in the area  

 

Ladies 

How about a game 

of darts? 

 
 

 

Are there any ladies in the villages interested in playing darts 

for the Barley Mow ladies darts team? 

 

Please contact Sheila: 232649 

Mobile: 07842977170 

 

Season starts on 23rd October, always on a Tuesday evening  
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Coarse Gardening 
There is pleasure in the pathless woods, 

There is rapture in the lonely shore, 

There is society where none intrudes 

By the deep sea, and music in its roar. 

I love not Man the less 

But Nature more…             Lord Byron. 
 

When did you last hear a nightingale?  In my case, it was at the beginning of last May, at Knepp, in Sussex - but before that, it was 60 

years ago.  It was my birthday treat to go on a Nightingale Safari at Knepp, where the birds are making a comeback.  You would be 

most unlikely to hear one today anywhere else in Britain. 

Knepp is a very large estate not far from Horsham or, indeed, Gatwick Airport.  At 3,500 acres, it is much bigger than Blenheim, to 

give you some idea - Blenheim is 2000 acres.  The estate was inherited by Charlie Burrell (Sir Charles) and his wife Izzy (Isabella 

Tree, award-winning author and travel writer). Their land is heavy Low Weald clay, ‘like concrete in summer and unfathomable 

porridge in winter’.  Despite their best efforts to farm the estate profitably, poor harvests left them over a million pounds in debt and it 

became clear that a radical re-think was necessary. 

‘Rewilding’ is a term coined by an American conservationist in the 1980s.  The notion is to let nature take over with a minimum of 

human interference: step back and see what happens.  This is very far from our British idea of heavily managed nature reserves, 

where a great deal of labour and money is expended on ‘targets’ to ‘save’ a patch of heathland for sand lizards, or ancient meadow 

for butterflies, or whatever.  Actually, the Swedes were way ahead.  Bengt Berg bought the Eriksberg estate, which had been wrecked 

by mining, in southern Sweden in 1938, and allowed it to revert to nature. It is fenced in, roamed by reintroduced herbivores - bison, 

various deer, wild boar - whose browsing and rootling prevents the land becoming totally overgrown. There are plenty of predators, 

including the occasional lynx which hops in and out over the 20 miles of boundary fence. 

In Holland, a large area of polder reclaimed in 1968 has been allowed to rewild, not without controversy.  The Oostvaarderplassen 

Nature Reserve, as it now is, all 22 square miles of it, was originally intended to be industrial land, but the money ran out and it was 

not developed.  A lake formed, reed beds grew, and thousands of wild geese moved in. They ate the reeds and prevented the normal 

succession of reed beds to alder carr to willow stands to drier forest.  They come every year as it is a safe place for their summer 

moult.  Deer, wild horses and cattle have been introduced and have influenced the formation of diverse vegetation on the sand dunes. 

Perhaps the biggest rewilding experiment on the planet is Yellowstone Park in the USA.  It is amazing, mind-blowing, unbelievable 

what is going on there.  To find out, I recommend George Monbiot’s book Feral (Penguin paperback, £9.99 or cheaper on 

Amazon).  Warning: read it, and you may well end up hating sheep… Also, Google ‘George Monbiot Ted Talk’ to hear his 15 minute 

disquisition on rewilding, which is both fascinating and inspiring.  The ’t’ in Monbiot is silent, by the way, as in Margot. 

So back to Knepp.  The Burrells took a lot of advice, met radical conservationists like Frans Vera of the Netherlands, visited 

Oostvaarderplassen and, eventually, took the incredibly brave and bold step of selling all their expensive farm machinery and allowing 

their land to revert to the wild.  They introduced deer, Exmoor ponies (which look just like those on cave paintings), Tamworth pigs 

(because wild boar were not allowed) and wonderful Old English Longhorn cattle - like the ones at Rousham.  All of these animals live 

‘wild’, without extra feeding or human interference. None of this was accomplished overnight, of course, and there was plenty of 

opposition, some from obtuse scientific committees. Quite a lot of funding was needed, for removing fences and barbed wire, putting 

in cattle grids on the roads crossing the estate and deer-fencing the whole perimeter, but fortunately for the the Burrells, they came to 

their rewilding decision at a point when the EU coffers were flush and grants were available.  Fat chance of that now… 

Currently, the estate looks more like African savanna than anything English.  Trees and scrub have sprung up, the hedgerows have 

‘exploded’, the waterways have been allowed to become swampy, with reed beds and sallow carr, rough grasses have been 

ploughed up by the pigs - and nightingales have returned!  Not only them:  turtle doves (I have never heard or seen one and I bet you 

haven’t, either), all five British species of owl, bats, reptiles, orchids and butterflies.  Knepp now has the largest population of the 

extremely rare Purple Emperor butterflies in the UK.  I have never seen one of those, either.  It is becoming the sort of species-rich 

ecosystem that might have been usual two or three hundred years ago.  John Clare would recognise it. I can’t do justice to Knepp 

here.  You must read Isabella Tree’s book ‘Wilding’.  It is available in paperback now, and has been a huge hit.  It is in all the 

bookshops, rrp £9.90 and cheaper on Amazon.   

There are moves afoot, thank goodness, to rewild substantial areas of Britain, not least for reasons of carbon 

sequestration.  Expanding the Caledonian forest, for instance - the Trees For Life organisation has already planted over a million 

native trees in the Scottish Highlands and is aiming for another million, notably in Glen Affric, where the eastern half is covered with 

ancient forest, but the western half is bald - nibbled down by deer and sheep, like much of the rest of Scotland. 

So why am I going on about all this here?  It’s supposed to be a gardening piece.  Well, now that I am actually eighty-in-the-shade, 

maybe I should do some re-thinking of my own.  It’s a big garden.  Chunks of it have been rewilded already and there is room for 

more.  Means I can plant more bulbs, too!  No large herbivores or predators, though.  Just the voles and Socks, the cat.                     

                                                                                                                                           Roger Burt. 
 

PS I note with interest that the Pait and West Monar Estate, in Wester Ross (no, not Westeros: no dragons) is for sale.  It is huge - 

15,000 acres; about seven Blenheims - and almost inaccessibly remote.  If you’ve got a couple of million quid to spare, we could buy 

it and rewild it.  Introduce elk and beavers and wolves.  They’ve got wolves again in Austria - why not us? We could have fun. 
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The Rt Hon Gavin Williamson, the then Secretary of 

State for Defence, attends a meeting of the Heyford 

and Bicester Veterans Group. Also in the photo Ian 

Ridley  of the Veterans Group 
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Poetry Corner 
 

In May of this year, Simon Armitage became our twenty-first Poet Laureate and will hold the position for the next ten years.  He says 

his parents cried when he rang to tell them the news.  Twenty five years earlier, they had been dismayed when Armitage decided to 

give up his work as a probation officer in Greater Manchester to become a full-time poet.  They felt he was losing steady work, with 

the promise of a state pension, to pursue a very precarious life as a poet. No wonder they were thrilled by the news! 
 

Armitage was born in Marsden, West Yorkshire.  He studied Geography at Portsmouth Polytechnic and then did a master’s degree at 

Manchester, before following his father into social work in a very rough area of Manchester.  He began writing poetry at this time and 

was very excited when a small Lincolnshire magazine accepted one of his poems, sending him a two-pound cheque for it.  He still has 

the cheque!  He went on to get two collections of poems printed, winning prizes and praise for them, which encouraged him, at the 

age of thirty one to become a full-time poet.  Since then, he has published many poetry collections, written for the radio and for televi-

sion, formed a band, written song lyrics and translated several medieval texts, winning many prizes along the way. 
 

His father, a dyed-in-the-wool Yorkshireman, was a great influence on his son and Armitage, now married with a daughter of univer-

sity age, still lives near his parents.  With his background and his experience with the deprived section of society, it is, perhaps, not 

surprising that his poetry is down-to-earth, full of realism, lacking pretentiousness, and speaking of everyday life, although it is also 

very lyrical.  His work appeals to those who thought that poetry was not for them. 
 

I have chosen the poem below because it is typical of Armitage’s Yorkshire sense of humour.  It is self-deprecating and I find it very 

funny.  See what you think. 
 

Paper Aeroplane by Simon Armitage 
 
The man sitting next to me on the flight 

was reading a blank book, keen eyes 

panning left to right across empty leaves, fingers 

turning from one white space to the next. 
 

Sometimes he’d nod agreeably or shake his head, 

or painstakingly underline some invisible text 

with red ink, or decorate the margin 

with an exclamation mark or asterisk. 
 

It was a hefty-looking tome, hand-stitched 

but wordless front and back and down the spine. 

Coming in to land he laid the silver ribbon-marker 

between two bare pages to save his place. 
 

I was wearing noise-cancelling headphones, 

listening to fine mist, when he leaned across 

and shouted, ‘Forgive the intrusion, but 

would you sign this for me?  I think it’s your best.’ 
 

Heather Burt 

Pilates for Health 
Tuesday 6-7pm Lower Heyford - Friday 10-11am Upper Heyford 
 

Some of you may have been recommended to take up Pilates by a doctor, Physio, or friend for 

various issues. However, sometimes it can feel a bit daunting when you go to the local gym with 

a room of about 20-30 people and are given weird exercises with crazy names to perform, when 

you don’t really understand what you are doing them for or how it should be feeling. You may leave feeling disheartened or even in 

more pain than you arrived with. 

I believe that it’s vital that you understand why you are performing an exercise and encourage participation and questions throughout 

the class. If you’re not getting it, you can bet someone else isn’t either. I keep numbers to a maximum of 10 so that you can get the 

attention you require and it can be a more open and inclusive environment. 

I’ve worked as a Soft Tissue Therapist (Sports and Remedial Massage Therapist) for over 10 years. I’ve learnt that how we move 

throughout our daily life, has a direct impact on how we feel in ourselves and our health overall. By taking up a movement practice 

we can become more able to deal with everyday tasks without risk of ‘putting your back out’, pulling a muscle, or building up excess 

tension. 

Through the Pilates classes that I provide, I want to empower you to take control of your body by enabling you to Understand that 

the way you move through life can affect how you feel in yourself, and help you find ways to Restore your optimal function  
 

Joanne Richards MISRM 07590005022 sportsmassageoxford@gmail.com  sportsmassageoxford.com 
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Please note that Heyford Park RA meetings are held the last Wednesday of the month. 

They are at the Community Centre from 7pm to 9pm and everyone is welcome. 

We are glad that Lesley Montague will continue to work at the Community Centre for the HP Community Development 

Partnership.  Drop in to receive support for your ideas regarding clubs, groups and events.  

Email - lesley.montague@communityfirstoxon.org 

 
The RA is happy to host the Cherwell Theatre Company as they perform on our New Village Green Saturday August 

24th 5:30-7pm.  Arrive at 4pm, bring a picnic, have dinner and ice cream while you enjoy the music, performances and 

community before the main play starts. 

 

The July 31st meeting has been moved to August 7th. 

Future meeting dates are: 

August 28th 

September 25th 

October 30th 
 

We will be planning a Daffodil Planting event for the autumn and discussing east end Camp Road bridleway access. 

We want to hear from you, if you cannot attend a meeting contact us at: 

Marc Thielke - Chair - 07972259907 

Email - hprcda@gmail.com 

Web - www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk 

Facebook - Heyford Park Village 

 

Heyford Park Parish Council 
 

Steve Cook was co-opted as the 7th and finial Councillor.  Chair Dickie Bird attended the Community Liaison meeting 

with Dorchester CEO Paul Silver.  Cllr Bird highlighted the Camp Road safety issues of HGV traffic, the need for a 

school crossing and the need for a 20mph speed zone. 

 

The Parish will host the next meeting of the Bicester Police Rural Resilience Group October 2nd 7-8:30pm at the 

Heyford Park Community Centre.  This is a public forum that will include representatives of surrounding parishes and the 

Heyford Park Free School.  Police priorities and other solutions for public safety will be discussed. 

 

Our meetings are at the Community Centre 7pm-9pm and hearing from the public is first on the agenda. 

Future Parish Meeting Dates are: 

August 14th 

September 11th 

October 9th 

 

Contact: 

Parish Clerk - lorraine.watling@cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk 

Parish Chair - dickieheyfordparkcouncil@gmail.com 

 

Camp Road to be closed again!   

The road is scheduled to be closed from 16 August until about 23 August  
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September 1st from 1pM

Games, Owls, BBQ

Bouncy Castle,Rides,and so much more

Slimming World—Now at Heyford Park 
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St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting 
 

19th May  
In celebration of the birthday of my son, Timothy Tad  
Barker. ‘Loved and never forgotten. ‘Dad. 
 

21st May  
In celebration of the birthday of Stewart Prattley.  
‘All my love forever, Sue.’  
 

28th May  

In celebration of the 99th birthday of the late Mrs Doris  

James.  ‘With love from Maureen, Peter, Paul and Grace’. 
 

1st June  
In celebration of the birthday of Bob Menzies.  
‘Happy birthday Bob. With all my love,’ Hansa. x. 
 

15th June  
In celebration of the birthday of the late Christine Smith.   
‘Greatly missed by Roland, Stephen, Helen, Catherine,  
Todd and David.’ 
 

18th June  
In celebration of the birthday of the late Gilbert (Jack)  
Brain.  ‘With love from your daughter, Ann’. 
 

22nd June  
In memory of the late Sandra Jayne Brain who died in  
2007. ‘All our love, Sally, Lilly Jayne. Georgie and Sienna.’ 
 

30th June  

In celebration of the birthday of Sue Prattley. ‘Happy  

birthday Sue. All my love.’ Stew XX. 

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 

An apology - Church Flower Festival 

It is most regrettable that In the report on the Church 

Flower Festival in the June edition I failed to mention a 

most generous donation that was made by Mrs Sylvia 

Golder.  

Please accept my apologies Sylvia and thank you for your 

kindness.                                                                                               Editor 
 

Obituary 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing away of 

Gladys Hawkins (Glad) and we extend our condolences to 

Ron and family  
 

Warreners 

Our next meeting is 14th August when we will be playing 

bingo, always competitive and a bit of fun for everyone. 

There has been a change to the September meeting, 

which was to have been the Harvest Lunch, it will now be 

held at the October meeting on 9th.  

There will either curling or boccia at the meeting on 

September 11th. 

We meet in Upper Heyford Village Hall at 2pm for about 2 

hours with entertainment and refreshments. 

Contact: Veronica 232788 
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SALE OF THE SOMERTON ESTATE 
 

Just over 100 years ago at 2.30p.m. on the 19th June 1919 the Somerton Estate was put up for auction at The Red Lion Hotel 

Banbury on behalf of the Earl of Jersey of Middleton Stoney. 

The first five lots warranted a separate Plan as they included all the properties where substantial amounts of land were 

involved. These were Village Farm (now Dovecote Farm), Manor Farm (now Jersey Manor Farm), Troy Farm, Mill Farm and 

The Railway Inn (previously a farmhouse). 

Village Farm, which included the farmhouse, outbuildings and stables, dairy buildings and barns, also included six cottages. It 

was bought by its tenant, Mr Charles Brown, for £10,600. Manor Farm included farmhouse, three sets of farm buildings and five 

cottages. It was bought by Mr Thomas Emberlin, the tenant, for £12,900. Troy Farm – the largest in acreage – had the house, 

surrounding barns and stables etc and four cottages. As the tenant did not want to buy it, it was sold to a Mr Joslin for £8,500. 

Mill Farm had its house, a four-storey watermill adjoining, outbuildings, a canal wharf, meadowland and two cottages. The 

reserve was £4,500 which presumably wasn’t reached as it was withdrawn. It was demolished in the 1920s. Finally  The 

Railway Tavern, which was sold to its tenant Mrs Walton for £3,200 included house, tavern, outbuildings and dairy barn, 40 

acres of pasture and Somerton Wharf with wharf house.  

 The second Plan shows properties for sale in the village itself. Various cottages went for between £190.00 and £500.00 and 

gave a very few of the tenants the opportunity to purchase the property they were renting.  Some didn’t sell, presumably 

because the tenants could not afford to buy them.  Others were bought by the new landowners, mainly to house their workers. 

A number of existing properties in the village today (some transformed again by extensions), were originally 2 cottages. These 

are Fermor House, The Croft, Dormer House, Yew Tree Cottage, 3,The Paddocks, The Old Cottage, Church End,  McIvers, 

Village Farm and Muginwell.  Old School Cottage and Orchard Cottage were a row of three, and Adam’s Cottages was a barn 

ripe for conversion! 

The village today has quite a number of houses built since WW2, including those along Heyford Road, Aston View and West 

View, Water Lane, and the developments at Walnut Rise and Dovecote Lane, as well as The Manor, The Old Post Office, Field 

Farmhouse, Dormer Lodge and Becklea. There are barn conversions at Jersey Manor Farm, Dovecote Lane, Muginwell and 

Rectory Farm. Hilbre House – formerly the ‘new’ rectory – was built in 1926. 

It’s interesting to consider how small Somerton actually was at the time of that auction 100 years ago! WW1 was not long over. 

Forty six men from Somerton had gone to fight, seven of whom were killed in action. Many who returned would have been 

injured or mentally scarred by their experience. It must have been a very anxious and unsettling time for this small community 

and one can imagine their fears for the future – would there be job losses, and the homes that went with them? – maybe 

unaffordable rent rises under a new landlord? But at the end of the day, many things remained the same, and after life had 

settled down, I imagine this new era began with a mixture of trepidation and excitement! 
 

One hundred years on, what would they make of it now!                                                                                     Alice Bowmaker 
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SOMERTON 
 

OUR VICAR AND HIS WIFE ARE RETIRING 
 

ST JAMES CHURCH OF THE APOSTLE INVITE THE BENEFICE TO 

THEIR HARVEST FESTIVAL ; THE LAST SERVICE  WITH 

COMMUNION THAT THE REVEREND GEOFF PRICE WILL TAKE IN 

THIS GRADE 1 LISTED CHURCH. 
 

DATE: SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2019 - 11am 
 

Geoff and his wife Hope came to the Benefice for only two years 

as a pilgrimage of faith before they retired to Fairford near to the 

Christian Centre of Healing at Harnhill. 

But, of course we couldn't do without them; Geoff as our Vicar 

and Hope as a Marie Curie Nurse and author of two books – 

'Angels and Miracles. 
 

SO THEY STAYED FIVE YEARS !! 
 

Geoff, firstly was involved in farming, he met Hope when she was 

a 19 year old trainee nurse. They both had a deep spirituality 

and, after they were married, they went to Rwanda in Africa, with 

their knowledge of agriculture and nursing, as missionaries  

taking with them Luke, their 17month old son. Their daughter, 

Naomi, was born in Rwanda. 
 

After four years they returned; Geoff by then had had a calling to 

be ordained into the Anglican Ministry. From there they both 

worked tirelessly throughout the country until we were fortunate 

that they came to the Cherwell Valley. 
 

Their strength has been not only to embrace the different 

services of seven parishes but also their pastoral care in the 

community which is so important but time consuming. 
 

We wish them both a happy retirement and a sincere thank you 

from all the parishioners in Somerton. 
 

We need your help with the Somerton Christmas card! 
 

The PCC is continually looking at imaginative ways for raising 

money to help with the church maintenance deficit. As part of 

this, we are asking you to take part in the photographic category 

at this year’s VPA show in September. One of the photographs 

will be selected for this year’s Christmas card, and if we get 

enough photographs, then we will look at producing the first 

Somerton calendar. The proceeds will go towards maintaining 

our historic church. 

Somerton PCC 
 

If every village should have an allotment, Somerton should 

have one too! 
 

As many of you will be aware we have been discussing issues 

around sustainability within the village..  

One idea that we are taking forward is asking the Parish Council 

to help find an appropriate site in the village to have allotments. I 

have started a petition 

If you are interested in having your own allotment and growing 

your own fruit and veg …. Then can you let me know or if you 

want to discuss please don’t hesitate to give me a call tel. 

346768 

If you are interested then I need your name address and contact 

details (preferably email) 

email me at  p193clark@btinternet.com 

Peter 

MORE SOMERTON NEWS 
 

Olivier Everett is back.  This time to amuse us about King George 

111, 'The Most Cultured Monarch”  art – patron and collector, 

friend of America and family man. 
 

DATE:  Friday, 25th OCTOBER 2019 
 

Olivier, who was the Private Secretary to Prince and Princess of 

Wales, came last year to St James's Church and gave a highly 

entertaining lecture with slides on The Royal Collection which 

was deemed a great success.  Hence his return. 
 

King George 111 is unjustly remembered for being mad and 

losing the American colonies. 

The lecture corrects this impression. It describes his life, family 

and wide interests, his patronage of the arts and important 

additions to the Royal Collection. He was also an architect who 

added Buckingham Palace to the Royal Residences as well as re

-inhabiting Windsor Castle. Olivier also talks about his 

relationship with America and its people.   
 

Appropriate for today.  Also not dull!! 
 

Cost: £25 as before. Tickets from John Fawcett on: 

jwhfawcett@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather was very unsettled in June when Chris Mason came 

to talk about swifts but the intrepid Swiggers still walked around 

the village looking for suitable places to put up nesting boxes, 

and found a few.  He will now purchase boxes for those lucky 

enough to have a site that will suit these amazing birds.  If 

anyone in the Valley has seen swifts or would like to have 

information about boxes please message Alice at  a.bowmaker 

@ virgin.net  and she will pass it on. 

Rousham was our venue for July and a sumptuous picnic of 

sandwiches, strawberries & cream, Prosecco (naturally), cakes 

and tea was provided by Ruth & Pauline, after which members 

were free to explore the glorious gardens.  The weather was 

warm and it was great way to spend an evening. 

There is no meeting in August but on September 10th we 

welcome back Hope to talk of her experiences as a Heathrow 

Volunteer for the Olympic Games. 

Please come and join us – we have interesting times and 

speakers ahead not to mention our famous Harvest Supper.  For 

details of membership & meetings contact Chris at 

craftychris@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Date of next meetings 

Church:  30th September 7:15 pm 

Village Hall:    Tuesday 26th November - 7:15pm  
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FRITWELL SCHOOL 
It has been a very busy end to the 

summer term here at school with many 

different activities. We have been 

focusing on health and well-being, 

which culminated in our sports week 

where the children had the opportunity 

to try a variety of activities including 

caving (mobile cave), orienteering, forest schools, martial arts and 

yoga.  We continue to be passionate about providing children with 

opportunities to try out alternative sports and to maintain a healthy 

lifestyle. The activities were thoroughly enjoyed by all the children. 

We also had a fabulous sports day where the KS1 children 

competed in station activities, followed by a whole school family 

picnic with races for KS1/2 in the afternoon.  

Our Year 6 football team has had great success, winning the  

small schools competition 4-0 in a final at Kings Meadow 

School against Chesterton. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again our summer fete, organised by our FoFS committee, 

was a huge success with traditional stalls, music, BBQ and an 

inflatable  obstacle course proving to be a very popular activity. A 

staggering £2000 was raised.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school year drew to a close with a great production by the 

upper school of ‘Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits’. Their 

performance was met with a rousing standing ovation for the cast 

who have put in a lot of effort with their acting, singing and dancing. 

A huge thank you must go to our staff. 

We wish all our Year 6 children who are moving on all the best in 

their next chapter.  

If you know anyone who would like to visit or find out more about 

what we offer, please pass on details of the school office (01869 

345283) where our staff will make an appointment for me to meet 

and discuss their children’s very special educational journey. 

Jonathan Hart 

Headteacher Fritwell CofE Primary School 

SOMERTON VILLAGE PRODUCE 

SHOW   7th SEPTEMBER 2.30pm  
VILLAGE HALL 

  

Entries in the hall by 11am please – lots 

of categories for adults and children.   
 

Anyone can enter as few or as many 

categories as they like. 

A schedule will be delivered to every 

house in Somerton in early August but if 

you would like extra or live outside the 

village please contact: 
 

Sebastion Prentis 

ICCJudge.Prentis@ejudiciary.net 

 

SPARE COPIES OF THE SCHEDULE 

WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH 

PORCH 
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Information - At a Glance 

Wednesday 14th August—Warreners 
Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm 

Wednesday 14th August Heyford Park Parish Council 
Community Centre 7pm 

Saturday 26th August Steeple Aston Flower Show + Dog Show 
2pm 

Wednesday 28th August Heyford Park Residents Association 

Community Centre 7pm 

Saturday 31st August Upper Heyford Flower Show 
Village Green 2pm 

Sunday 1st September Heyford Park Family Fun Day 

Community Garden from 1pm 

Saturday 7th September Somerton Produce Show 

Village Hall 2.30pm 

Sunday 8th September Messy Church St Olave’s Fritwell 

4—5.30pm 

Wednesday 11th September—Warreners 
Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm 

Wednesday 11th September Heyford Park Parish Council 
Community Centre 7pm 

Saturday 14th September Ride & Stride  

Cycle or walk for local churches  

Wednesday 18th September Heyfords WI 

Meeting at Lower Heyford Bowls Club 6.30pm 

Wednesday 25th September Heyford Park Residents Association 

Community Centre 7pm 

Sunday 29th September Geoff’s last service in the valley 
St Mary’s Lower Heyford 11am 

Monday 30th September Somerton Parish Council meeting 
Church at 7.15pm 

Tuesday 1st October The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room 
Eurekas and Euphorias Tales from a life in publishing and science 
Dr Michael Rodgers 7.30pm  

Wednesday 9th September—Warreners Harvest Lunch 
Upper Heyford Village Hall  

 

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
250 BUS SERVICE 

 

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford 
Monday to Friday 
05.41; 06.41;  07.49; 09.06; 10.17; 11.17; 
12.17; 13.17; 14.17; 15.21; 16.26; 17.49; 
18.49; 19.53 
 

Saturdays 
06.20; 07.21; 08.17 and then at 17 mins past 
each hour till 6.21; 17.32; 18.36; 19.37 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park 
to Bicester 
Monday to Friday 
06.08; 07.07; 08.22; 09.41; 10.44; 11.44; 
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.48; 17.06; 18.09; 
19.22; 20.12 
 

Saturdays 
06.50; 07.44; 08.44; 09;44; 10.44; 11.44; 
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.44; 16.53; 18.00; 
19.04; 20.03 
 

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park 
Monday to Friday 
6.26;  07.40; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past 
each hour every hour till 16.15; 17.20; 18.40; 
and 19.35 
 

Saturdays 
07.05 and then at five past each hour till 
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.25 
 

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford 
Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.25;  07.30; 08.50; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02; 
13.02; 14.02; 1505; 16.09; 17.33; 18.35; 
19.40 (19.40 service terminates at 
Bletchingdon) 
 

Saturdays 
07.07; 08.02; 9.03; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02; 
13.02; 14.02; 15.02; 16.05; 17.16;18.24; 
19.24  
(19.24 service terminates at Bletchingdon) 
 

 

The times shown are for Heyford Park, the 

village times will vary slightly 




