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ROUSHAM CONSERVATION 

AREA APPRAISAL 

June 2018 

Within the Rousham Conservation 

Area there are also Lower Heyford & 

Upper Heyford Conservation Area 

Appraisals to be considered. 

We are told that: 

Conservation area status is awarded 

to places that are deemed to be of 

‘special architectural and historical 

interest’. The intention is not to 

prevent change or development in 

conservation areas but to try and 

manage change in order to protect 

and enhance the special character 

and appearance of the area. 

The settlements have different 

categorisations in the Cherwell 

Local Plan 2011-2031  

Steeple Aston is a Category A 

village, Lower Heyford is Category B 

and Upper Heyford is Category C. 

Category A and B villages allow for 

small scale development as well as 

infilling.  

It is fundamental that development in 

these settlements Category A and B 

villages allow for small scale 

development as well as infilling.  
 

Small scale? 

 

Lower Heyford 

Caulcott 

Upper Heyford 

Proposed Rousham Conservation Area 
edged in red 

Steeple Aston 
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The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

BENEFICE OFFICE 
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687                                  

 

NEW OFFICE HOURS  Monday, Wednesday & Friday  9.30 –2.30            Tel: 01869 233687                                     
 

To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687   administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency please tele-

phone 01869 233249 or 07889 444 616  

Church Services in  the Valley 

Rev Stephen Griffiths 01869 222572 steph78griff@hotmail.com 

Rev Geoff Price 01869 346262 geoffandhope@yahoo.com 

David Taylor   davidtaylor_3@outlook.com 

Benefice Office 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
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Dear friends, 

‘Vicars come and vicars go, but we go on forever!’ a churchwarden once told me. 

After five very happy years serving the parishes of the Cherwell Valley Benefice I’ve been called on to a new ministry. 

On 23rd September I will be installed as the vicar of All Saints Oakham, the county town of Rutland. This busy town 

church is linked to nine rural parishes, but thankfully there is a good team of clergy and lay ministers who share in the 

work. Whilst five years is not a long period of time, its certainly been a full and demanding season for me, and I’m 

thankful for the changes that have happened in our churches over that time. I’m also very thankful for the sense of 

teamwork that has developed over that time. It’s been a pleasure to work alongside so many volunteers both in church 

and community life. In particular, I’d like to thank Geoff, Barbara, David and the churchwardens for their support. It’s 

certainly been a time of personal change. I arrived as a single man, and leave married with two children! 

Whilst some things do change in the life of our churches and parishes, many things continue with a reassuring stability. 

Our lovely church buildings are a testimony to the endurance of the Christian faith and to the love of God through the 

changing seasons of our life. The vicar’s job is to point not to him (or her)self but to Jesus Christ who is the same ‘today, 

yesterday and forever’ (Hebrews 13:8). His unchanging faithfulness helps us to keep change in perspective. Or as one 

of the Church of England’s prayers puts it: ‘may we so pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold on things 

eternal’ (Trinity 4). 

I recently heard about a church in the north of England which was trying to recruit a new vicar. Some months had gone 

by without making an appointment. But as time went on more and more people in the church were stepping up to lead 

services, help with the practical work, organise events, share the administration, look after the Sunday School, and care 

for the elderly. Some new events were started which proved very popular with the community. Eventually a wise old 

member of the church council asked, ‘Why spoil things by appointing a new vicar?’ Good question! My aim here has 

been to show that God has planted gifts and talents in everyone. 

This prayer is often given to those ordained to church ministry, but in reality is a prayer for everyone: 

Christ has no body on earth but yours, 

No hands but yours, 

No feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which Christ looks in compassion on the world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good. 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless all people.                (Theresa of Avila 1515-1582) 

I’d be delighted to see you on my final Sunday, 9th September, at 3pm at Heyford Park Chapel for tea and cake and at 

my installation at All Saints Oakham on Sunday 23rd September 3pm. 

With my thanks, love and prayers, 

Stephen 

 

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford 

Thursday mornings 11am - 12.30pm 

 
 

A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh coffee or tea, home-made sandwiches and cake. 
Open to all and free of charge although donations towards running costs gratefully received. 

Any queries please call Emily Daly at emilyannedaly@gmail.com (term time) 
or Sue Watson suewatson20@btinternet.com and Hazel Stoddart hazelstoddart@me.com (holidays) 

Sunday 5th August 

Evensong   

at St James Somerton 

with Bishop Colin 

who will be acknowledging 

Stephen’s time here  

in the Cherwell Valley Benefice 

as Team Rector 

All welcome 

 

Open House at  

The Rectory 
(104 Camp Road Upper Heyford) 

Thursday 16th August 

from 7:30pm 

SUNDAY 9th September 

Farewell to Stephen, Cally, 

Jonathan & Alex 

Afternoon Tea  

3pm at Heyford Park 

Chapel  

All welcome 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

 

The Forum at The Reading Room,  

Upper Heyford, OX25 5LG 

 is Tuesday 21st August at 7.30pm  

 

The speaker is Hope Price  

and the subject is  

“I believe in Angels “  

 

"Angels" hundreds of testimonies of rational people  

whose angel experiences in recent years have touched their lives.  
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BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

250 BUS SERVICE 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford 
Monday to Friday 
05.41; 06.41;  07.49; 09.06; 10.17; 11.17; 
12.17; 13.17; 14.17; 15.21; 16.26; 17.49; 
18.49; 19.53 
 

Saturdays 
06.20; 07.21; 08.17 and then at 17 mins past 
each hour till 6.21; 17.32; 18.36; 19.37 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park 
to Bicester 
Monday to Friday 
06.08; 07.07; 08.22; 09.41; 10.44; 11.44; 
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.48; 17.06; 18.09; 
19.22; 20.12 
 

Saturdays 
06.50; 07.44; 08.44; 09;44; 10.44; 11.44; 
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.44; 16.53; 18.00; 
19.04; 20.03 
 

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park 
Monday to Friday 
6.26;  07.40; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past 
each hour every hour till 16.15; 17.20; 18.40; 
and 19.35 
 

Saturdays 
07.05 and then at five past each hour till 
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.25 
 

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford 
Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.25;  07.30; 08.50; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02; 
13.02; 14.02; 1505; 16.09; 17.33; 18.35; 
19.40 (19.40 service terminates at 
Bletchingdon) 
 

Saturdays 
07.07; 08.02; 9.03; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02; 
13.02; 14.02; 15.02; 16.05; 17.16;18.24; 
19.24  
(19.24 service terminates at Bletchingdon) 
 

The times shown are for Heyford Park, the 

village times will vary slightly 

WHAT’S ON IN STEEPLE ASTON 

Autumn 2018 
Sat 8 Sept –    Oxford Classic Jazz – 7.00 for 7.30 in SA Village Hall. Tickets 

£12 from Barbara  (01869 340423) Licensed Bar. 
 

Sat 22 Sept –HMS Pinafore – Opera Anywhere – 7.00 for 7.30 in SA Village 

Hall. Tickets £15/£7 (under 18s) in advance from Barbara (01869 340423) 

£20/£10 on door.   Refreshments. 
 

Sun 23 Sept – Gloria (Vivaldi/Pergolesi) – Steeple Aston Choral Society –  

7.00 in SA Church  Tickets £10 inc. refreshments in advance from Margaret 

(01869 347346) or SA Post Office (01869 340201) £12 on door. 
                       

Mon 5 Nov – Fireworks Evening on field beside SA Village Hall – 6.15. 

Tickets £14/£5 in advance from Barbara (01869 340423) or from SA Post 

Office (01869 340201)  £16/£6 on gate. Ticket inc. home-made soup, hot dog, 

squash. 
 

Sat 1 Dec –– Music and Words for Advent – Amici choir/LCM string players 

– 7.30 (no interval) in SA Church. Tickets £10 inc. glass of wine, from 

Margaret (01869 347346) from SA Post Office (01869 340201) or on door.  
 

Sun 9 Dec –– Brilliance – Farnham Maltings – play for village halls – 7.00 

for 7.30 in SA Village Hall. Tickets £12/£10 (under 18s) in advance from 

Barbara (01869 340423)  Refreshments. 
 

Sun 16 Dec – Wassail Evening – 6pm in SA Village Hall. Free. Mulled wine 

and mince pies.  
 

Sun 23 Dec – Carol Service – 6pm in Steeple Aston Church  

 

Further details from – 

Barbara Brewer, Chair – SA Village Hall Management Committee (01869 

340423) 

Margaret Bulleyment, Secretary – SA Village Hall Management Committee 

(01869 347346) 

 

 
Forthcoming event in the  

Reading Room. OX25 5LG 

 

On Monday, September 17th 
at 8.00pm 

 
Admission FREE! 

 

Refreshments. 
 

The Poetry Group are pleased to invite 

you to a presentation by the poet 

Robert Seatter.  

 
 
Robert is a broadcaster, arts professional and Head of BBC 
history. He has published four poetry collections which have won 
or been nominated for several awards. He performs his lucid yet 
poignant work with charm and warmth. (http://
robertseatter.co.uk) 
 

Venue - Upper Heyford Reading Room on the village green at 
the end of School Lane, off the High Street OX25 5LG 

 
Please come and join us.  All are welcome. 

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks  

Why not join us! 

We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55 

am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for 

approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 

miles in length unless otherwise stated. It’s a 

social occasion too!  
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ARE YOU BRAVE ENOUGH TO TAKE ON THE 
FIREWALK? 
Are you ready for the most inspirational journey 
you’ll ever undertake? On 12 October, you can 
take a bare foot walk over red hot embers. No 
tricks or special effects, just you and the fire! If 
you’d like to be a part of this once in a lifetime 
experience, please drop us an email at 
getinvolved@khh.org.uk or call 01295 816 484. 
 

COULD YOU BE A BEREAVEMENT 
VOLUNTEER? 
We’re looking for caring people who are interested 
in training to become volunteer bereavement 
support workers. Our bereavement service 
provides support to anyone who has lost someone 
special to them by offering a trained person to talk 
to who is outside of the circle of family and close 
friends. You’ll be helping to support bereaved 
people through a difficult time in their lives. 
 

Our foundation training programme will start in 
September 2018. For more information, please 
contact Alison Mares, Volunteer Co-ordinator, on 
01295 816 477 or volunteering@khh.org.uk 
 

Introduction to Palliative Care for Health Care 

Assistants 

Two Day Course - 4th & 5th October 

Time: 9:30am - 4:30pm 

Fee: £175 

Venue: Katharine House Hospice 

Free onsite parking available 

Aim 

To improve the care of patients requiring palliative 

care by enabling nursing assistants / care workers 

to gain an increased understanding and 

appreciation of the principles and practices of 

palliative care. This course is suitable for those 

who work in the community, nursing home or 

hospital settings and who care for people with life 

threatening, advancing disease. 

 

Why not join Ramblers? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers help local 

people enjoy walking and protect the places 

we all love to walk.  We organise regular 

walks to suit all abilities– a great way to get 

outside, make new friends and discover how 

walking boosts your health and happiness. 

For more information contact Mary 

goutur@tiscali.co.uk 
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Poetry Corner 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keats loved the natural world and found joy in its music, as this sonnet shows.  Here, he takes the grasshopper as a 
potent symbol of summer and the cricket as its winter counterpart.  The first eight lines seem particularly relevant to the 
heatwave we have just enjoyed (if that is the right word), the birds faint with the heat, so that their song is replaced with 
that of the grasshopper.  Or, at least, that was the case in 1816, when the poem was written.  I am afraid things have 
changed.  If you read the Coarse Gardening piece, you will note that I am lamenting the absence of grasshoppers, both 
in my garden and in the local countryside.  They seemed to be everywhere when I was young, but not any more.  And 
as for the cricket in the hearth, I have never heard one.  My Norfolk grandfather spoke of them - he was raised in a poor 
cottage with an earthen floor, where the fireplace had a bread-oven; they would get in somehow, and sing in the space 
behind it.  What would things have been like in your grandparents’ time? - and in their grandparents’? - and in the 
generations before that?  We are so much richer, healthier, better fed and longer-lived than they were, yet we have lost 
so much in other ways.  The natural world that meant so much to Keats is now a sad shadow of what it was.  When did 
you last hear a nightingale…?  It bears thinking about.                  Roger Burt. 

On the Grasshopper and  Cricket 
 

John Keats 
 

The poetry of earth is never dead: 

When all the birds are faint with the hot sun, 

And hide in cooling trees, a voice will run 

From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead; 

That is the Grasshopper’s - he takes the lead 

In summer luxury, - he has never done 

With his delights; for when tired out with fun 

He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed. 

 

The poetry of earth is ceasing never: 

On a lone winter evening, when the frost 

Has wrought a silence, from the stove there shrills 

The Cricket’s song, in warmth increasing ever, 

And seems to one in drowsiness half lost, 

The Grasshopper’s among some grassy hills. 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Alchester Medical Group - boundary change 
 

I am pleased to confirm some changes which we hope will be of benefit to some of your residents. 
 

We recently applied to the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group for permission to increase our boundary 
area to include Upper and Lower Heyford. I am pleased to say that this has been approved. 
 

Prior to this change parts of Upper Heyford and all of Lower Heyford were not included in our catchment area. 
 

Please feel free to publish this information in print or via your web-site, if you feel it is of interest to your readers. 
 

Many thanks and kind regards, George Thomas  Practice Manager  
  

Alchester Medical Group 
Victoria House Surgery | 119 Buckingham Road | Bicester | Oxon | OX26 3EU 
Tel: 01869 248 585 | DD: 01869 328 490 
K84613 
 

I also work at this location on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
 

Alchester Medical Group 
Langford Medical Practice | 9 Nightingale Place | Bicester | Oxon | OX26 6XX 
Tel: 01869 248 585 
K84613 
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Coarse gardening  
 

By the time this is in print, maybe we shall have had rain.  In fact, maybe we will be shivering again and wishing we 
could see the sun.  However, at the time of writing, we are still enduring a severe drought, blazing days and hot nights.  
We have had our young grandsons staying with us - they live in Spain now, and so far as they are concerned this heat-
wave of ours is Just nice and warm, ideal for footballing - which has meant much washing of clothes.  Heather remarks 
that it's good drying weather. 
It sure is.  It has dried the lawn, all the Sweet Williams, the little perennial violas which were such a joy, and the new cat-
mints we foolishly bought recently and planted to attract the bees.  I have vowed, yet again, as I do every summer, 
never to plant perennials or shrubs except in the winter, preferably in the rain, at a time when there is danger of severe 
flooding at the very least.  I vow it every year and always renege on the deal.  Show me the gardener who can resist 
buying new plants on impulse, or because of some spurious notion like ‘we must have these to feed the butterflies’.  We 
all do it and then, in weather like this, we regret it, because the poor things need watering every day and we can’t/won’t/
fail to do it.  This garden is far too big to water things, except for a few in pots here and there, so what survives, survives, 
and what doesn’t, shrivels.  And in a summer like this, anything new shrivels.  Actually, I have, this time, run a hose 
down the garden to a plastic dustbin in which to dip watering cans so that I could soak some new and expensive little 
shrubs which we planted in March and which we were clearly going to lose if we just left them to it. But we should have 
put them in before Christmas, not at daffodil time.  Should have known better. 
It is heartening to consider that we have hot spells like this every ten years or so, or dry spells at least, and the bulk of 
the plants in gardens and the countryside adjust to it and survive, despite the lawns looking like small fields of stubble 
and the crispy-fried aubretia on the rockery.  It is marvellous how plants can employ survival strategies, such as losing 
half their leaves to reduce transpiration, or curling up in a ball to trap moist air.  In my garden all the established trees 
and shrubs are fine, if a little dusty and droopy, their anchorage roots going down deep into the clay.  Though even there 
there isn’t all that much water - we didn’t have enough really penetrating rain last winter.  Ask any farmer. 
Nonetheless I am amazed at how well our red-stemmed dogwoods are doing.  They are growing strongly in their bed up 
near the house, where the clay soil has cracks in it which resemble volcanic fissures.  You could expect lava flows any 
time.  Beth Chatto had her dogwoods around her lake, like willows, with their feet almost in the water, nowhere near her 
famous dry Gravel Garden, yet mine seem to be quite happy to roast in the heat.  They should look marvellous next win-
ter.  No, no, you may cry, no talk of winter already!  But the first bulb catalogue arrived the other day like a harbinger of 
chilly times to come - , looking ahead is part of the fun of gardening.  As I read somewhere or other - don’t waste time 
looking back, regretting the precious thing which has turned up its toes and frizzled; hoick it out and look upon it as a 
fresh planting opportunity. 
Of course, some plants are absolutely revelling in the heat and dryness and can’t get enough of it.  Any of those with 
antecedents from Mediterranean or semi-desert climates just love it.  Lavender, rosemary and eucalyptus are in their 
element, as is the dangerously spiky yucca in our front garden.  We keep the eucalyptus pruned back hard, incidentally, 
for its foliage: if you’ve got one, for goodness sake don’t let it run up to become a big tree or it’ll take over the sky in no 
time and you’ll be calling Matthew to come and cut it down before you can say Castlemaine Four X.  The wisteria on the 
garage roof is having a second flush of flowers, quite a generous one, too.  Its ancestors come from Japan, China and 
Korea, so I guess tolerance of hot summers is in its blood, so to speak, and the Judas tree, which is also very happy, is 
grown as a street tree in sunny Spain with its roots under nice hot concrete, so that’s another toughie. 
We have been delighted to see plenty of bees about recently, especially in the lavender, catmint and buddleia.  Not 
enough big, colourful butterflies yet, though, and where have all the grasshoppers gone?  There was a letter in the na-
tional press under that heading, from a lady who said she hadn’t seen one for at least ten years.  Neither have I.  When 
did you last see one? We expected this garden to be full of them.  It was all overgrown when we first took it on, and we 
have left some places rough, with bulbs planted under long grass, but we have never seen a grasshopper here. And 
they are not to be seen or heard anywhere around on country walks, either.  I mentioned this the other day to our daugh-
ter, who confessed that she hadn’t seen one for ages - and then she e-mailed a picture of a fine specimen sitting on a 
door jamb in her actual house, in Nottingham.  Hardly very rural. Before the e-mail arrived, though, we had been shop-
ping in Oxford, which isn’t very rural either.  We stopped at an outdoor cafe in the middle of the city, concrete and tar-
mac all around, where Lucas, the smaller grandson, found a large dead one in an ashtray.  How bizarre is that!  Our 
daughter says it just goes to show that smoking really does kill. 
So: we have plenty of birdsong in the garden, including dawn serenades from a particularly shouty bunch of crows, there 
are combines roaring away in the distance and corn carts rattling and thundering up and down the pot-holed remnant of 
Mill Lane, the lavender hedge is loud with the buzzing of bees, but nary a grasshopper scraping away, not one.  Keats 
would not recognise the country now. 
Keep cool.  Or, if the weather has reverted to normal by now, snuggle up under a blanket or two. 
           Roger Burt. 

Yes, where have all the grasshoppers gone? 
The Wildlife Trusts is pleased to tell us that they are common and widespread! 
It says: Common Field Grasshopper  (scientific name: chorthippus brunneus) 
is ubiquitous in any open, sunny, grassy area, including our gardens.  
Adults are present from June until late autumn, feeding on plants and grasses. 
A gregarious species, males can be seen displaying to females by rubbing their  
legs against their wings to create a 'song' - in this case, it is brief, single chirrup,  
repeated at short intervals. After mating, the eggs are laid in the soil ready to hatch 
 the following summer. 
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Community Education at the Marlborough School, 

Woodstock By Celia Clark, Coordinator 

Our new 2018-19 programme is now available! See the 

Marlborough School website for full course details of 

courses starting between September and July next year, 

with latest availability as places fill up. Brochures have 

been delivered to many local homes over summer. If you 

didn’t get one, please download a copy from the website or 

phone the office and we’ll send you one. 

We offer daytime, evening and Saturday courses for adults 

during school term time, on a whole range of subjects in-

cluding arts and crafts, exercise and wellbeing, languages, 

cookery or music. 

Take Mondays for example: in the Autumn term we have 

yoga, badminton, drawing, autumn foraging and therapeu-

tic herbs, Spanish at beginner and intermediate levels, Ital-

ian reading skills, and a new evening archery class. An 

activity makes a great start to the week and is an antidote 

to any Monday morning blues! 

The office re-opens for phone bookings from Thursday 6 

September and you can always enrol by email or post as 

well. We look forward to welcoming all our students – new 

and existing – to Marlborough School Community Educa-

tion for the new term. 

comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk. 

www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed.   

Tel: 01993 813592 

Summer Nights: The Oxfordshire Museum, 

Woodstock, and Soldiers of Oxfordshire 

Museum  
 

For the whole of August, the two museums and café 

will be open until 8pm, every Wednesday evening. 

Make the most of the long, light evenings and enjoy the 

museum garden which will also be open. 

Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum for 

more information and details of full programme of 

family activities 
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LOWER HEYFORD 
 

LOWER HEYFORD 
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FRITWELL SCHOOL 
 

Reflections 

Most of you will know by now 

that I am leaving Fritwell School 

after 8 ½ years, and so this will 

be my last piece for you.  I am 

due to take up a post in 

Lanzarote, teaching 3 year olds with English as a second 

language. 

I came to the school in April 2010, as Deputy Head and 

took over as Headteacher in January 2014.  Since then, we 

have seen many changes and I thought I would take the 

opportunity to reflect on a few of them. 

In my first full academic year as Headteacher (2014-2015), 

we had to implement 5 key changes in schools, as directed 

by the Government.  This included the introduction of a 

new National Curriculum, which gave teachers “more 

freedom” in their teaching, but also prescribed certain 

things to be taught in certain year groups.  The 

Government also decided to do away with assessing 

children using levels, which as professionals, we were 

delighted with.  However, schools were given no direction 

as to how children’s progress should be measured and 

they decided to change the success criteria for the end of 

each key stage. 

In both cases the staff have worked incredibly hard to 

make sure that our curriculum is as creative as possible 

and to give children experiences outside the classroom, 

whilst ensuring they make the necessary progress and 

reach their full potential. 

Since 2014, we have introduced wrap around care, with 

our Breakfast and After School Clubs, and have opened a 

Nursery Class for 3 year olds.  Just this term, we have also 

introduced a “Stay and Play” group for children of pre-

Reception age.  However, our numbers continue to 

fluctuate because of the location of Heyford Park Free 

School and the County Council’s transport policy and so 

we now have a number of mixed year group classes. 

Despite this, we have been able to celebrate many 

successes.  We have an experienced, stable staff; we have 

achieved “Good” in both our SIAMS and OFSTED 

inspections (both very good but not quite “outstanding”); we 

excel in the sporting events we take part in, often taking 

part in area finals; the behaviour of the children in our 

school is outstanding.  I have only listed a few of our 

achievements, but there are many more, none of which 

could have been happened without such a hard-working, 

committed staff, supportive parents and governors and with 

help from the community, for which I thank you all. 

It is ironic that Mrs Jane Dallaway, our Nursery Nurse in 

EYFS, will also be leaving Fritwell at the end of the year.  

She has been with us for 24 years and we worked together 

in the Reception Class when I first came to the school.  

She is retiring to spend more time with her grandchildren, 

and we wish her lots of luck for the future. 

Mr Jon Hart will be joining Fritwell School in September, as 

Headteacher.  I’m sure you will show him the same support 

as you have shown me; I wish the school and the 

community every success in the future.  I’ve loved my time 

here! 

Debbie McLeod, Headteacher 
 

Vacancies for September 2018 

EYFS Support worker 

We have a vacancy for a support worker in our Early Years 

Foundation Stage Unit.  This post will be mornings only 

and will be temporary in the first instance. 

Duties will include supporting the EYFS teacher in 

welcoming our new intake of 3 year olds into the Unit and 

helping the children to adjust to the setting, as well as 

supervising our “Stay and Play” group aimed at children of 

pre-Reception age and their carers. 

Please contact the School Office if you want to know more 

about this position or are interested in applying. 

Lunchtime Supervisor 

We are also looking for a lunchtime supervisor to work with 

our existing team of experienced staff.  This post will be 

temporary in the first instance and could be undertaken 

alongside the above post. 

Duties will include assisting the children with their meals 

and supervising the dinner hall, as well as looking after the 

children at lunchtime on the playground. 

Please contact the School Office if you want to know more 

about this position or are interested in applying. 

 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk  

 

St. Olave’s Church Fritwell warmly invites 

you to: 

A Welcome Evening for the new Headteacher of 

Fritwell CofE Primary School 

Mr Jonathan (Jon) Hart 

Please join us at St. Olave’s Church Fritwell on Thursday 

6th September 6pm-7.30pm. 

The event is open to the whole community, providing an 

informal opportunity for Mr Hart to meet a wide range of 

people as he takes up this important role in our 

community. Drinks and nibbles will be served throughout 

the evening.  Come any time between 6pm and 7.30pm. 

We hope to see you there.  

All good wishes, 

Rev’d Stephen Griffiths 
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Dates for your diary! 

Please note that Heyford Park Residents Association Meetings are held on the last Wednesday of 

each month at The Community Centre between 7pm and 9pm. 

Future meeting dates are as follows; 

Wednesday 29th August 

Wednesday 26th September 

Wednesday 31st October  

Wednesday 28th November 
 

If you are unable to attend these meetings but you wish to raise a concern or complaint, you can contact us in 
the following ways; 

 

Tom Beckett (Chairman) 07717 665256 

Email – hprcda@gmail.com 

Web - www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk 

  

HEYFORD PARK RESIDENTS’ AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
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HOLIDAY CLUB 2018  

The Chapel, Heyford Park  

OX25 5TE 

 

Mon 20th—Fri 24th August 

10-12 mid-day 

& Sun 26th August 11am 

 

For children aged 5-11 yrs old   £1 per day 

to help towards costs 

Tel: 01869 233687    

Em: 

barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.u

k 
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UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting 
 

 
21st May In celebration of the birthday of Stewart 

Prattley.  ‘All my love forever, Sue.’  
 
 

28th May In celebration of the 98th birthday of the 
late Mrs Doris James.  ‘With love from 
Maureen, Peter, Paul and Grace 

 

1st June In celebration of the birthday of Bob 
Menzies. ‘Happy birthday Bob. With all my 
love,’ Hansa. x. 

 

15th June In celebration of the birthday of the late 
Christine Smith.  ‘Greatly missed by 
Roland, Stephen, Helen, Catherine, Todd 
and David.’ 

 

18th June In celebration of the birthday of the late 
Gilbert (Jack) Brain.  ‘With love from your 
daughter, Ann’. 

 

22nd June In memory of the late Sandra Jayne Brain 
who died in 2007. ‘All our love, Sally, Lilly 
Jayne. Georgie and Sienna.’ 

 

30th June In celebration of the birthday of Sue 

Prattley. ‘Happy birthday Sue. All my love, 

Stew XX.’ 

Heyfords WI - Swifts in trouble  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chris Mason is the local contact for the 

Cherwell Swifts Conservation Project  

which is supported by Cherwell District Council 
 

On a glorious summer’s evening Chris took WI members 

and friends on a short walk around the village to talk about  

Swifts and to look at first hand their characteristics as 15 

or so circled overhead, and we even caught a glimpse of 

one returning to its nest in a cottage wall.  

The swifts are only ‘British birds’ for a quarter of their 

lives, just three months each year, the rest of the time 

they’re African! It is remarkable that the young bird will 

drop out of its nest and fly off, remaining in the air for the 

next 10 months or so, including a trip to Africa before 

returning the next year to the same location.  

Sadly their numbers have declined dramatically in the last 

20 years, one reason for this is that nest sites are lost 

when buildings are repaired or demolished, as they nest 

out of sight in cracks in walls, under the eaves or roof 

tiles.  

So what needs to be done to support these wonderful 

birds? Well, we could start by encouraging home owners 

and landlords to carry out repairs without spoiling nest 

sites. Also campaigning for Swifts’ nest places to be 

included in new buildings. We could put up a Swift nest 

box as several parishioners have already done! Look at 

the Swift Conservation website for comprehensive 

information about Swifts, why they are declining, where to 

buy nest boxes, how to install them and much more, see: 

www.swift-conservation.org  

Chris stressed the importance of churches for Swifts, St 

Marys, Upper Heyford being a good example of Swift 

activity.  

Action for Swifts (www.actionforswifts.blogspot.com) has 

information on how to install nest boxes in church towers 

and other innovative ideas.  

Don’t forget though, before you point up that crack in 

the wall remember it might be someone’s home! 

Warreners 

Members enjoyed a fun afternoon playing Curling with the 

help  of Troy from Age UK. It’s always very competitive 

game and easy to play for all ages, and it often ends up 

with ‘bombing’ to move an opponents ‘stone’ from the 

target!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical Curling set for indoor use, a very enjoyable party 

game. 

Our next meeting on August 8th we will be playing bingo 

always a favourite, and in September our Harvest Lunch 

on 12th will start a 1pm in the village hall.  

We hope to have June from Australia with her sister Mary 

when she comes ’home’ again as she usually does each 

summer, it’s always a joy to see her.  
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UPPER HEYFORD 

FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 

 

Saturday 1st September 

On the Village Green 

2pm—4.30pm 

 

 

Tea & Cake in the 

Reading Room 

 

 
OXFORDSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ride & Stride – Saturday 8th September 
 

The funds raised are split between the work of our Trust 

and local churches and chapels nominated by those 

participating  

Whether you are a cyclist, walker or horse-rider – or 

indeed have a fancy to do something a little more 

unusual, this is a great way to get out and about in the 

fresh air, meet new people, see new places or spend a 

few hours as a family, doing something together. 

 

If you would like to participate and help our church 

financially please contact Ian for sponsorship forms. 

ianloughscott@btinternet.com   or 232788 

Len & Sybil Hudson 

We send our very best wishes to Len & Sybil  

who celebrated their Diamond Wedding on  26 

July 

 

Wedding Day 
26th July 1958 

 
Photos: Banbury Guardian 
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SOMERTON NEWS 
 

St James Church, Somerton News 
 

OXFORDSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 
 

Ride & Stride – Saturday 8th September 
 
Over the last 54 years, Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 

has given in grants, several million pounds to churches and 

chapels of all Christian denominations in Oxfordshire to 

help maintain them and save roofs, stained glass, wall 

paintings and much more.   Recently we have been 

supporting the installation of roof alarms for churches who 

have had, or are vulnerable to, lead thefts and of recent 

years given substantial grants towards making the 

buildings more useful to the local community - for example 

by the installation of kitchens, loos, extra rooms and more. 

Much of this has been as the result of funds raised by Ride 

+ Stride - a fun day to get out and about cycling or walking 

or other activities.   We need more people to do support 

this as often these historic buildings are integral to where 

people live and in many areas are the only community 

building which can be used. 

St. James’s church has benefited greatly over the years 

and it is a good way to give something back to help others. 

It’s a fun day, even when it pours.  If you haven’t got a bike 

(or a horse) you can always walk.  I did the Oxford 

churches one year and visited loads of interesting places.  

You start and end when you either get out of/into a car or 

bus.  Well worth doing. 

We also need people to sit in the Church on the day and 

sign striders forms. 

Catriona Renk is the organizer for Somerton.  Please 

contact her for further information or offers of help   email 

Catriona@tulipadesign.co.uk/ 07773 346862 

 

St James Church in Somerton is a Grade 1 listed 

historic building.   
 

Do come and share its glory.  Unusually for a church it is 

open from 9am to 5pm, and all visitors are welcome for 

celebrations, Weddings, Funerals, and Christenings 

If you follow the brown signs, you will find our imposing 

church, which thanks to a legacy of £300,000 and a 

Heritage Lottery Fund donation is fully restored with toilet 

facilities and a kitchen area. 

The Fermor Chapel has wonderful marble monuments, and 

the reredos dates from the 14th Century, with brasses.  

As befits this building, a shortened traditional service from 

King James’s Bible and Cranmer’s Prayer book takes place 

every third Sunday of the month at 11am and all are 

welcome.   
 

More details on the building can be found at: www 

somertonoxon.co.uk 

For booking enquiries  please contact Susie Leon at 

skpr@btinternet.com 

 
More details of the history of this building go to: 

www somertonoxon.co.uk 

 

St James’s Somerton looking cool 
 
Up-coming services 
 

August 

A special evensong service will be held on the 5th August at 

6pm. We will be joined by the Bishop of Dorchester, the 

Right Reverend Colin Fletcher.  Drinks and nibbles to 

follow. 
 

Matins with Holy Communion 

19th August, 11am 

(No Sunday Club or Family Service in August) 
 

September 

Evensong 2nd September, 6pm  

Sunday Club 9th September, 9.30am 

Matins with Holy Communion 16th September, 11am 

Family Service Harvest Festival – 23rd September, with 

Bacon Butties to follow 
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BOXERCISE CLASS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A combination of aerobic and anaerobic exercise, 
specifically in boxing style training. 

Burn the most calories in this hard hitting , exciting 
class. 

Get fit       Burn fat      Relieve stress 
All levels of fitness and abilities. 

 

Adults £6 per class—Teenagers £4 
 

When/where? 
Mondays 7.30-8.30pm 

Upper Heyford Sports Centre 
Izzard Road 

Upper Heyford 
OX25 5HD 

 

Contact:     Adrian-tkd@hotmail.co.uk        
 

07979524923 
 

See you in class! 

 

SOMERTON VILLAGE PRODUCE 

SHOW  

 15th SEPTEMBER 2pm  

VILLAGE HALL 

 

Entries in the hall by 11am please – lots of 

categories for adults and children.   

ANYONE CAN ENTER AS FEW OR AS 

MANY CATEGORIES AS THEY LIKE. A 

SCHEDULE WILL BE DELIVERED TO 

EVERY HOUSE IN  SOMERTON IN EARLY 

AUGUST BUT IF YOU WOULD LIKE EXTRA 

OR LIVE OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE 

CONTACT JOHN GATTLEY 01869 346654/

JOHN@RANIK-GROUP.COM AND WE CAN 

DELLIVER/EMAIL ONE TO YOU. 

SPARE COPIES OF THE SCHEDULE WILL 

BE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH PORCH 
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Events Calendar - At a Glance 

Sunday 5th August Somerton Church Evensong with Bishop Colin who will be acknowledg-

ing Stephen’s time here in the Cherwell Valley Benefice as Team Rector 

Wednesday 8th August Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm 

Wednesday 15th August Heyfords WI Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm 

Thursday 16th August Open House, The Rectory, 104 Camp Road from 7.30pm 

Sunday 19th August Community Barbeque, Heyford Park 2pm 

Mon 20th—Fri 24th Aug 
Sunday 26th 

Holiday Club, Heyford Park Chapel, 10 –12 each morning, 11am Sunday 

Tuesday 21st August The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room, 7.30pm 
Hope Price—I believe in Angels 

Wednesday 29th August Heyford Park Residents Association, Community Centre, 7-9pm 

Saturday 1st September Upper Heyford Flower Show & Cream Teas, Village Green & Reading 
Room 2—4.30pm 

Thursday 6th September St Olave’s Church Fritwell—A Welcome Evening for the new  

Headteacher of Fritwell Cof E Primary School Mr Jonathan (Jon) Hart 

Saturday 8th September Ride & Stride, Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 
Sponsored cycle ride for local churches 

Sunday 9th September Farewell to Stephen, Cally, Jonathan & Alex, Afternoon Tea  

3pm at Heyford Park Chapel  

Wed 12th September Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm 

Saturday 15th September Somerton Flower Show, Village Hall 2pm (entries in by 11am) 

Monday 17th September The Poetry Group presentation by the poet Robert Seatter.  

Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm 

Wed 19th September Heyfords WI Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm 

Wed 26th September Heyford Park Residents Association, Community Centre, 7-9pm 




