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Congratulations to Heyfordian Travel on its 70th Anniversary 
Established by the late Jim Smith in Upper Heyford in 1947 

Winners of the Heyfordian Poster 
Competition 

Under 6  
Liam Keates 5, William Fletcher School, 
Yarnton 
 

Aged 7 –10 
Isobel Goldsworthy 7, St Barnabas Primary 
School, Oxford 
 

Aged 11-14 
Caitie Clemence 12, St Hugh’s School, 
Faringdon 

Liam Keates aged 5 

Caitie Clemence 12 

Isobel Goldsworthy 7 
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Church Services in  the Valley 

 

  
St Mary's    

Ardley 

St Olave's   

Fritwell 

St Mary's   

Lower Heyford 

& Caulcott 

St James  

Somerton 

Ann to the 

BVM      

Souldern 

St Mary's   

Upper     

Heyford 

The Chapel  

Heyford Park 

30-Jul 11am Benefice Communion -  HPC + Alex  Griffiths Baptism 

6-Aug 
8.30am   

1662 HC 

11am            

Morning 

Prayer 

11am            

1662 HC 

6pm   Even-

song 

11am    

Matins 

9:30         

Holy      

Communion 

11am     

Communion 

13-Aug 
9.30am   Com-

munion 

8.30am  1662 

HC 

11am    Family   

Worship 
  

11am HC 

(no choir) 
  

11am       

Holiday Club 

Service 

20-Aug 
9.30am Morn-

ing Prayer 

9:30             

Family    

Communion 

11:00   Morn-

ing Prayer 

11:00   Mat-

ins       & HC 

8.30am 

1662 HC 
  

11am           

Morning   

Service 

27-Aug 

9:30                

Morning  Ser-

vice 

6pm           

Evensong 

11am     Fam-

ily  Commun-

ion 

  
10:30  Fam-

ily Church 

8.30am 1662 

HC 

11am              

All Age          

Service 

3-Sep 
8.30am  1662 

HC 

11am Morning 

Prayer     4pm     

Messy Church 

11am            

1662 HC 

6pm   Even-

song 

11am    

Matins 

9:30         

Holy     Com-

munion 

11am             

Communion 

10-Sep 
9.30am Com-

munion 

8.30am  1662 

HC 

11am    Family   

Worship 

9.30am Sun-

day Club 

11am  Sung 

HC 
  

11am          

Morning   

Service 

17-Sep 
9.30am HAR-

VEST 

9:30       Fam-

ily   Commun-

ion 

11:00   Morn-

ing Prayer 

11:00   Mat-

ins & HC 

8.30am 

1662 HC 
  

11am            

Morning   

Service 

24-Sep 

9:30              

Morning  Ser-

vice 

6pm            

Evensong 

11am           

HARVEST 

9.30    HAR-

VEST 

10:30  Fam-

ily Church 

8.30am 1662 

HC 

11am                

All Age  HAR-

VEST 

1-Oct 
8.30am  1662 

HC 

11am Morning 

Prayer 

4pm Messy      

11am            

1662 HC 

6pm    

Evensong 

11am    

Matins 

9:30      HAR-

VEST 

11am            

Communion 



 

 
Later in the year there will be a confirmation service at St. Olave’s Church Fritwell (details below). This 

is going to be a very special occasion and some people have already expressed an interest in being 

confirmed. There may be others within our benefice who are interested in being confirmed so here is 

some background information. For those who were confirmed many years ago I hope this will be a 

helpful reminder of the special promises that you made and the blessings you have received.  

What is confirmation for? Confirmation marks the point in the Christian journey at which you are 

ready to affirm for yourself the faith into which you were baptized. Most people are baptized into the 

Christian faith as a baby. This often leads to involvement with Sunday School, Church, Christian 

activities and organisations and into a lifetime of Christian commitment. But sometimes that faith can 

lay dormant throughout childhood, teenage years and into adulthood. When a person ‘rediscovers’ the 

Christian faith or comes to a more mature understanding it’s important to be able to mark that turning 

point. Confirmation is how the church helps you to do just that.  

What happens at confirmation? 

A person’s faith is confirmed at the service through prayer and the laying on of hands by the confirming bishop. The Church also asks 

God to give you power through the Holy Spirit to enable you to live in the way of Jesus. This is part of God’s blessing in our lives.  

Confirmation services are led by a bishop. This is because the bishop represents the life of the whole Church into which we are 

welcomed. As Christians we belong not only to the local Church but the wider family of God throughout the world, symbolised in 

the presence of the bishop.  

The bishop will speak to every candidate by name saying: 

(name), God has called you by name and made you his own. 

He then lays his hand of the head of each saying: 

Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes the service includes an opportunity for candidates to renew their baptismal promises which is done around the font 

and may include the signing of the cross with the water. A confirmation service includes hymns, readings, prayers and a sermon, 

and Holy Communion is also offered. It is a dignified for joyful celebration of life and faith.  

Who is invited to a confirmation service? 

Candidates for confirmation usually invite their family and friends to attend, in addition to the presence of the usual local 

congregation. Some candidates invite a special friend or relative to act as their ‘sponsor’ – someone to support and encourage 

them through the process and stand with them on the day. The clergy will help you think through that option.  

Taking Holy Communion 

It is normal for the confirmation service to include Holy Communion. For some this will be the first time they have received it. It is 

a very special moment. Candidates will be prepared for this during the rehearsal. Once you are confirmed you are free to receive 

Holy Communion at any Church of England church in this country and at any Anglican church throughout the world. You are also 

likely to be welcomed to receive Holy Communion in most other denominations.  

What else is involved? 

You will be invited to attend a preparation group where you can ask questions and explore the Christian faith. There is no 

homework, no tests, and no pressure to talk or pray out loud. There will also be a rehearsal in church a few days before the 

service. For more information or an informal chat please contact Rev’d Stephen Griffiths 222572 or Rev’d Geoff Price 346262.  

 
Where and when? 
 
On 29th October 2017 we are holding a confirmation service at St. Olave’s Church Fritwell at 11am. All those living in, or with a 

connection to, the parishes of Ardley with Fewcott, Fritwell, Lower Heyford, Somerton, Souldern, and Upper Heyford, and are over 13 

years of age, are welcome to be confirmed. If you’re interested in taking this step forward please be in touch. In the meantime please 

receive this blessing:  

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
The LORD make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you; 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 

And give you peace. 
All good wishes in Christ, Stephen and Geoff 



 

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This years Ride & Stride will take place on 
 

Saturday 9th September 
 

If you would like to support your local (or any 

church) and enjoy a pleasant cycle ride visiting 

the lovely churches in our area, please contact 

any member of the church community 

 

THE FORUM, UPPER HEYFORD READING ROOM OX25 5LG 

 The Bronte Sisters  

by Grace Williams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday 8th August 7.30pm 

 
Grace has a fascinating story to tell of three 

remarkable sisters, so do please come along 
  

A Cherwell Valley Benefice initiative  

James 1 and the King James’ Bible 

and 

“The finest fighting force the world 

has ever seen: the Royal Navy and 

the command of the sea" 

 

Tuesday 17th October 7.30pm 
 

Dr Peter Stoddart will be talking about 

these remarkable periods of British history 
 

A Cherwell Valley Benefice initiative  

Pop-up Cafe 
St Mary’s Lower Heyford 

Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm 

A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of 
fresh coffee or tea, home made sandwiches and cake 

Open to all during term time, advisable to check if 
happening on a particular date by contacting Emily 

at emilyannedaly@gmail.com 
Free of charge although donations towards running 

costs gratefully received 



 

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks  

Why not join us! 

We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55 

am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for 

approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 

miles in length unless otherwise stated. 

It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we 

walk! 

 

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(times shown are for Heyford Park, Heyford 
villages will vary slightly) 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford 
Monday to Friday 
05.51; 06.51;  07.54; 09.05; 10.15; 11.15; 
12.15; 13.15; 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.38; 
18.40 
 

Saturdays 
06.20; 07.20; 08.15 and then at quarter past 
each hour till 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33; 
18.35 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park 
to Bicester 
Monday to Friday 
06.17; 07.12; 08.24; 09.28; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52; 
17.57;  19.02; 19.54 
 

Saturdays 
06.45; 07.43;; 08.43; 09;43; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;17.57; 
19.02; 19.59 
 

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.45; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past 
each hour every hour till 15.05; 16.10;  17.15; 
18.25; and 19.20 
 

Saturdays 
07.05 and then at five past each hour till 
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.20 
 

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford 
Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.35; 08.50; 10.00 and then on each 
hour from till 1500; 16.03; 17.15; 18.20; 
19.20 
 

Saturdays 
07.05; 08.00 and then on the hour each hour 
till 15.00; 16.03; 17.15;18.20; 1920 

Heyfords WI 
 

We have enjoyed two walks 

recently, the first on June 10 

at Finmere, across the 

countryside returning to 

Finmere village hall for an 

excellent lunch provided by 

Stoke Lyne WI. 

The second walk on 21 June at Fringford, on the hottest day of the 

year, was a ‘Flora Thompson’ walk around the village calling a places 

where Flora worked and grew up. It’s a lovely village, we then retired to 

the Butchers Arms for a light tea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Just a few of our group, the others retired to the shade on a very hot day 
 

Our speaker at the July meeting was Duns Tew member, Mary 

Gregory, on the very interesting subject of Gorilla Trekking and her visit 

to Uganda. Like so many species of wildlife, the Gorilla is endangered 

through habitat destruction and poaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The August meeting will be at Aston Potteries for a demonstration on  

the hand-stenciled pottery designed, manufactured and decorated in 

Aston, here in Oxfordshire. There’s a lovely garden to see and a cafe 

for refreshments as well, it should be a nice afternoon visit. 
 

We will be back in the Reading Room for the September meeting on 

the 20th, the speaker will be Sallie Connery on ‘Monte Carlo or Bust’, 

the famous car rally, we would welcome visitors for this fascinating 

subject. The meeting starts at 7.30pm  

 



 

Poetry Corner 
 
 

Ted Hughes was, all his life, deeply attached to the English countryside and had real knowledge of the animals and 

plants native to it.  He was raised in Mytholmroyd in West Yorkshire, where, as a schoolboy, he spent his spare hours 

becoming intimately acquainted with the wild and rugged landscape around, and, later, he lived in Devon for some 

years, farming.  His attachment to Nature was by no means airy-fairy; he liked hunting - with shot gun or fishing rod (he 

was an indefatigable angler all his life) - was knowledgeable about the ways of gamekeepers and the ‘vermin’ which 

they pursued, the hunters and the hunted, and was totally unafraid of a dirt and gore.  He was also a tall, strong, and 

dangerously handsome man. Women fell at his feet... Do not imagine a long-haired poet prone to fits of the vapours!  I 

like his ‘Nature’ poetry especially, as it shows such deep, unsentimental understanding of his subjects.  Perhaps his 

most brilliant poem (or one of them) is ‘Pike’, which sums up that merciless tyrant of a fish superbly; it is too long to 

include here, but the one I have chosen is shorter, and suited to this time of year.  Its subject is much disliked by those 

who work the land, especially those, like allotment-holders and subsistence farmers, who work with their hands.  Hughes 

sees it as an age-old war, reminding us of invaders ravaging the land from centuries ago. 

 

Against the rubber tongues of cows and the hoeing 

hands of men 

Thistles spike the summer air 

And crackle open under a blue-black pressure. 

Every one a revengeful burst 

Of resurrection, a grasped fistful 

Of splintered weapons and Icelandic frost thrust up 

From the underground stain of a decayed Viking. 

They are like pale hair and the gutturals of dialects. 

Every one manages a plume of blood. 

Then they grow grey like men. 

Mown down, it is a feud. Their sons appear 

Stiff with weapons, fighting back over the same 

ground. 
 

For who say ‘I don’t like poetry’, try pulling thistles from the growing corn and think again! 

Roger Burt 

 

Why despoil our lovely countryside? 

The photo on the right indicates an appalling example of anti-social behaviour. 

It was taken during a Healthy Heyford Walk at Kirtlington, where clearly a young 

group (the litter was all cokes, crisps and chocolate) had partied and left all their 

rubbish for others to deal with (not to mention the risk to wildlife and farm 

animals). It is a particularly bad example of littering, but sadly there are 

examples along all our local roads, especially where cars have to stop at traffic 

lights (Rousham, for example). For most people surely, it is difficult to 

comprehend the mentality of someone who can simply discard their rubbish 

without a thought! 

We are fortunate to live in such a lovely area so let’s do all that we can to  

ensure that our countryside is respected and can be enjoyed by all. 



 

HEYFORDIAN TRAVEL  
Celebrates its 70th Anniversary 

 

How it all started! 
 

 

In his book ‘A Countryman’s Life’  (Vol. 1) the late Jim Smith recalls the 

purchase of his first bus, a Commer, which was quite an achievement in 1947. 

As Jim points out, new coaches were impossible to get, except by established 

coach operators, so he bought a Commer 30 cwt van and had it converted to a 

14 seater coach by a coach builder in Cowley. When it was finished his first job 

was to take the people who did the conversion to Wimbledon for a speedway 

meeting. On the way back to Heyford Jim thought to himself, this is going to be 

the first of many late nights I shall spend out, and so it was for the next 23 

years. 

In 1950 the Americans arrived at Upper Heyford, so it was an opportunity for 

more business. Jim was in partnership with his sister June, and they decided to 

give up private hire in favour of providing a service for the US airmen. The first 

move was to purchase a second hand double-decker, or double stacker as the 

Americans called it, and the airmen loved it, even though there were no 

heaters and it had an open rear platform. The airmen made for the top deck, 

often leaving the bottom deck empty, and when the road was bumpy the 

airmen would try to make the bus sway even more by running from side to side.  

Sadly the old second hand bus soon gave up the ghost and with more servicemen arriving at the base, the brave step 

was taken to order two brand new Daimler double-deckers at a cost of £4000 each, followed later by two more. As Jim 

states in his book, it was an awful gamble at that time, but it paid off, as here we are celebrating, 70 years later. 
 

We send our congratulations to Heyfordian on 70 years of service to the community 

Smart new Daimler double-deckers 

 

Fit for a Bride! 
 

A bride deserves the very best on her wedding day, well Tessa Jones certainly had the most delightful setting for her 
reception in the wonderful 14c tithe barn in Upper Heyford, so beautifully bedecked for the occasion. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deddington Farmers Market 
in north Oxfordshire, one of the largest farmers' 

markets in the country. Featuring over 40 stalls, it 

offers the very best in locally produced beer, bread, 

crafts, eggs, fish, flowers, fruit, meat, preserves, and 

much more. 
 

www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk 



 



 

LOWER HEYFORD 
 

Ernie Bishop who sadly died on 25th June 2017—Tributes  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photos: Michael Rodgers 

Ernie Bishop, countryman 
 

Ernest William Bishop, universally known as 'Ernie' was a countryman, through and through. There aren't many left and 
now there is one fewer.  
Ernie was born on 16th August 1938 at the family cottage, towards the top end of Freehold Street. He worked on the 
farm for Bill Knapton from the age of 16 and when he married Mavis in 1960, they moved into the farm cottage further 
down Freehold Street, where he lived for the rest of his life. Having moved no more than some 400 yards in a lifetime 
seems extraordinarily minimal, but Ernie wouldn't have had it any other way.   
In the mid-eighties, Bill Knapton retired and Ernie was out of a job, He soon decided to work for himself as a sort of 
outdoor odd-job man. and was greatly in demand for many stone walling and fencing jobs as well as more exotic tasks, 
for example a  garden fountain installation. Ernie could turn his hand to pretty well anything and never turned anything 
down, but the customer might have to wait a while. Ernie found that he couldn't always manage jobs by himself and a 
number of people in this area had the privilege, of working for Ernie when they were called upon. When you worked for 
Ernie, Health and Safety were to the fore with the welfare of his helpers being paramount. Ernie was very kind-hearted 
and would always help anyone who turned to him for assistance of any nature. Ernie will be sorely missed and Lower 
Heyford will never be quite the same without him.                                                                                                                                                                                                                Roger Bowen 
 
 

Ernie Bishop and walls 
 

Just over 20 years ago, in January 1997, part of our garden wall collapsed, following a storm. Ernie didn’t immediately 
agree to take on the rebuilding work when we approached him about it: he would think about it. Whilst he was doing 
that, Shirley and I worked each weekend on the fallen stones, chipping off mortar and assembling the cleaned-up ones 
into neat piles. On several occasions we noticed Ernie watching us, from a distance. When he eventually said yes we 
sensed his decision had perhaps been swayed by his seeing that we had been prepared to roll up our sleeves and 
perform the preliminary labour ourselves. 
 

The building work started at the beginning of the summer and I have a copy of the letter I sent to the insurers on 
completion. Dated 3 August 1997, it begins: ‘At last the rebuilding of our collapsed wall has been completed. It has taken 
so long because our local builder (a one man band) periodically broke off, with our blessing, to do other jobs in 
neighbouring villages (he is much in demand).’ 
 

Eight years later, in July 2005, we had two buttresses built on the meadow side of a different part of the wall. Ernie had 
told us some while before that he had retired from his wall building and we asked our son in law, Mark, to build them. On 
a few occasions we noticed Ernie observing, from a distance, the construction work. Towards the end of the week, the 
buttresses nearing completion, Ernie came over to speak to Mark. Some friendly, expert advice was given but the main 
message was that Ernie approved of Mark’s workmanship. And then a most touching, symbolic act. Ernie gave Mark the 
set of stone chisels he now no longer used.   
 

On impulse I asked Ernie to come through to the garden and stand against the section of wall he’d built in the summer of 
1997. I had my camera and I took two portraits. And in my mind was a suitable caption: if you seek his monument, look 
around.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Michael Rodgers 

 



 

BEWARE ! 

TREES  AND ELECTRICAL  CABLES DON’T MIX! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent power cuts in the villages has been apparently 

largely caused by trees touching overhead power 

lines.  SSE have said that they have had difficulty 

accessing some properties in order to cut the trees to 

prevent this happening.  If you think that trees on your 

property may need cutting SSE will carry this out free of 

charge.  SSE can be contacted on  0800 980 1395 and 

they will make arrangements to cut trees.  There is also a 

useful App for tracking power cuts and receiving updates 

which is available to download for PC or phone  from 

www.ssepd.co.uk/Powertrack  

 

The Friends of Heyford Station 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Implementation of car parking charges 
 

The Friends of Heyford Station have now been advised by 
GWR that the company will definitely introduce charging 
at Heyford station car park.  
 

At the time of writing, confirmation of the start date for this 
was still awaited - having been initially indicated as being 
due at the end of July. 
 

GWR has taken on board some of the constructive points 
that we previously raised and has modified the range & 
structure of the charges. It is also planning to improve 
mobile phone connectivity at the station to enable rail-
users to better access the APCOA Connect payment 
facility. 
 

In the light of this, as we the Friends are neither 
constituted as a rail-user group nor have the structure & 
resources to function as such, we have made no further 
comments to GWR regarding the revised proposals. 
 

We now believe that it will be for the rail-users themselves 
to engage directly with GWR regarding their experiences, 
be they good or bad, following the introduction of 
charging. 
 

Increased capacity at the car park 
 

In the course of our discussions with GWR we have also 
raised the pressing issue of increasing the number of 
parking spaces. 
 

We believe that there are two straightforward measures 
that the company can take to achieve this for the benefit 
of rail-users. 
 

The first is to prevail upon Network Rail to remove the 
redundant cabinet (and its associated fenced compound) 
which is positioned near to the gates at the entrance to 
the former station yard. 
 

This cabinet previously used to service the 
communications mast that was removed in June 2015 and 
it is now wastefully obstructing at least 4 parking spaces. 
 

The second is to further explore the opportunity to expand 
the car park into the former station yard - the possibility of 
which was suggested by Oxfordshire Narrowboats a few 
years ago. 
 

Hopefully progress will be made on both fronts in the near 
future.    
 

Peter John 

Ernie Bishop - Friend 
 

Born in Lower Heyford 78 years ago. A life-long friend, 

school chum and neighbour. 

I remember us playing in the field where Cherwell Bank is 

built. Learning to ride a bike, no tyres, just the rims of the 

wheels. Walking for miles along the river and canal, bird 

watching, fishing and having a whale of a time. 

We went to Lower Heyford and Steeple Aston schools 

together. 

When we were renovating our house Ernie was always 

ready to help. No job was too big or too difficult as long as 

he had his tractor and trailer. 

We will miss him walking across the field every morning, 

checking the sheep. 

Part of old Heyford village life has sadly passed away……. 

Max Scraggs 

 

Lower Heyford Parish Council—Vacancy 
 

You may have seen on noticeboards in Lower Heyford 

and on the website that the parish council is seeking a 

new councillor.  

This is an interesting and varied position and only requires 

commitment to one evening meeting a month.  You need 

to have been resident in the village for at least a year and 

be enthusiastic with a willingness to work with the 

team.  Being a councillor is very rewarding and provides 

an opportunity to make a difference to YOUR village.   

If you would like more information please get in touch with 

me.  Cathy Fleet, Parish Clerk  

01869 347000 or 07989398838 



 

Coarse gardening  
 

Summer is a slack period in my garden.  Since we put it down to grass and shrubs with spring bulbs underneath, there 
is not all that much floral interest in the hot months of the year.  If they are hot.  There is grass to cut and a few tough 
weeds to spray and that’s about it.  One is reminded of King Gama’s refrain -  

Oh, don’t the days seem lank and long when all goes right and nothing goes wrong 
And isn’t your life extremely flat with nothing whatever to grumble at. 

Yes, well, not as bad as that, perhaps, but it does leave me with little to say about the actual garden in this piece.  So I 
shall turn my attention to roadside verges, which, this year, have been especially splendid. 
Many of the verges around here are usually mown like a soldier’s buzzcut, but this year they have mostly been left to 
grow.  It is ironic that they have not been cut because of cuts, if you see what I mean.  This has allowed wildflowers and 
tall grasses to flourish beside long stretches of local roads, possibly to the irritation of council officials with a tidiness fet-
ish.  In describing some of the Good Things I have noticed I shall include the ‘Latin’ botanical names, at least in some 
cases, so that, if you wish, you can Google them on the Interweb with some degree of assurance that illustrations of the 
correct plant will come up.  So: at a first casual glance the verges look as if they are bearing a crop of a tall, blonde 
grass, which I think is Oat Grass, Arrhenatherum elatius, though I am not very good at identifying grasses.  It is every-
where, and very handsome it is, too. 
The very edge of the verge, where gravelly, exhausted soil meets the tarmac, is a tough habitat which suits a few spe-
cialised plants.  This year, Lesser Bindweed, Convolvulus arvensis, has done particularly well there, with masses of little 
trumpet flowers ranging from white to a nice, clear, sugar-mouse pink, sometimes in candy-stripes on a white back-
ground.  Pity it’s such a right pest if it gets into your garden... Much rarer, though you do see it on the road to Bicester, is 
the aptly named Prickly Restharrow, Ononis spinosa, which looks a bit like an ankle-high pink-flowered dwarf gorse. It 
favours only the poorest soil and is aptly named not only for its savage spikes but because if it grows all over your farm 
you might as well rest your harrow permanently, sell up to Bovis Homes, and go and live on the Riviera, because you 
sure as heck are not going to grow much else on that land.  Finally, a real beauty living right on the edge is Common 
Toadflax, Linaria vulgaris, which, in my experience, isn’t common at all. If you notice a splash of colour like scrambled 
egg as you go speeding past, that is probably it.  The flowers are like small snapdragons in two-tone yellow, the centre 
the colour of egg yolk and the rest like Cornish icecream.  It has wiry stems and ferny leaves and I wish I could get it to 
grow in my garden, but no luck so far. You need really poor soil. 
Another denizen of thin dirt or just gravel is Bird’s Foot Trefoil, Lotus corniculatus, which we saw in amazingly abundant 
patches when the car’s SatNav decided to take us on a tour of that astonishing archipelago of islands which is known as 
Milton Keynes.  Sheets of it grew in the hundred or so yards of central reservation between islands.  Clearly, the whole 
urban road network was designed with Bird’s Foot in mind. (Designed?  Really? You cannot be serious!) 
Further back from the tarmac, in among the blonde grasses, there are quite frequent patches of strong magenta, often 
Common Mallow or, usually further back, up against the hedge, Rose Bay Willow Herb.  This latter used to be very 
rare.  I remember my grandad showing me a decaying square of fencing which had been erected in Victorian times to 
protect a rare wildflower, on the Norfolk estate where his brother had been a gardener. Yes, that’s right. That was the 
one. Seems implausible now. It was the railways and the second world war which really got it going, when it colonised 
the bombed-out buildings and became known as Fireweed. 
Also among the magenta brigade are the knapweeds and thistles.  My favourite is the Great Knapweed, Centaurea 
scabiosa, which I want in the wild patches in my garden.  I have been noting where they grow so that I can gather seeds 
in due course. They are related to cornflowers, which is obvious when you look at the structure of the flowers. Of the 
thistles, the real stunner is the Woolly Thistle, Cirsium eriophorum, which has huge flowerheads like fiendishly prickly 
round cacti.  An amazing thing. Check it out on Google!  I had never seen it before we came to live here. 
Another mallow, much less common, is Musk Mallow, Malva moschata, which is a lovely clear pink.  It is a true wild 
flower, though people do grow it in their gardens.  There is a white form, too. 
My favourite summer wildflowers of all are the blue ones (I am a man.  Men like blue.  Ask the designers of packaging). 
These include Nettle-leaved Bellflower, which is not much seen around here, Field Scabious, Knautia arvensis, much 
beloved of butterflies, and best of all Meadow Cranesbill, Geranium pratense, which is worthy of any garden.  In fact, the 
plant breeders have got at it and there are many garden varieties, but for gorgeous, translucent, sky blue you can’t beat 
the wild ones.  It grows abundantly around here, which makes us truly fortunate. When I was a schoolboy I used to no-
tice one clump of it on my morning paper round - just one; and then the council went and sprayed it.  They did love 
spraying things, back in 
the fifties. 
 
Hey ho for a bit of wil-

derness.  Let red pop-

pies and ragwort flour-

ish. Let’s not be too 

tidy.             

 

Roger Burt. 

 

 Meadow Cranesbill, Geranium pratense                  Woolly Thistle, Cirsium eriophorum 



 

End of term 
I am writing this on the last 

Monday of term.  The sun is 

shining and the school is 

buzzing with excited children, 

anticipating the forthcoming 

summer holidays. 

What an exciting and 

successful year it’s been! 

We opened our doors to 3 year olds and have just 

completed our first year with nursery provision.  Needless 

to say, our nursery places are in great demand, especially 

as we have an experienced team running the EYFS Unit, 

led by our qualified teacher Mrs King. 

In January, we had our very successful OFSTED 

inspection, where it was noted that we, as a management 

team, have a clear drive to achieve the best outcomes for 

our pupils, and that teaching is strong across the school.  If 

you didn’t have a chance to read the full report, please visit 

our website, where you’ll also find lots of other information.  

Follow us on Facebook too-we try to upload pictures of as 

many events that happen in school as we can! 

Once again, our SATs results were brilliant!  Our Year 6s 

and their teachers worked incredibly hard and our results 

were again above national figures.  The same can be said 

for the children and teachers in Reception and Year 2-

again we are above national figures with our results. 

Our PTA held a very successful Party in the Playground at 

the beginning of July and raised a substantial amount of 

money to give the children extra opportunities at school.  

Thank you to everyone involved, but especially to the 

sponsors of the event:  Viridor Community Foundation, 

Fewcott Farm, Agrivert, Smiths of Bletchington, Bainton 

Timber, Oxfordshire Narrowboats, Roger Mackrell 

Carpentry, Freelance Fabrics and Fine and Country Estate 

Agents. 

We are again finishing our term with a Presentation 

Evening for our Year 6s.  Our winners this year are as 

follows: 

RE Award     Benjamin Giddins   

Science Award   Edward Willetts 

Team Player Award  Rebecca Hiles   

Hall Craggs Endeavour Award Ellie Jones 

Maths Award  Ben Brock   

Art Award   Georgina Reeves 

Writing Award  Summer Scott   

Performing Arts Award  Layla Newman 

Friendship Award  Lydia Bishop   

Reading Award   Michael Todd 

Sports’ Awards  Thomas Kennedy and Amelia Johnson 

I’d like to take this opportunity to say a very big thank you 

to everyone involved with the school:  staff, governors, 

parents and the community. 

Have a lovely summer, Debbie McLeod, Headteacher 

Fritwell School 

Community Education at the Marlborough 

School, Woodstock 
A full copy of our NEW 2017-18 brochure is now available to 

download on the Marlborough School website 

www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed  

If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to book a 
place please telephone 01993 813592 or email 
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.  In Woodstock, 
Bladon, Begbroke, Yarnton, Bletchingdon, Kirtlington, Tackley, 
Stonesfield, Combe, Wootton, Long Hanborough and Freeland 
and parts of Kidlington the brochure will be delivered door to 
door we will also put copies all over north, west and central 
Oxfordshire in shops, libraries and doctors surgeries by mid-
August. 
For up to date and comprehensive information about availability 

on courses please see the school website (as above).  As 

courses become full they are listed for your information from 

September. 

We are offering weekly courses and/or one/two day Saturday 
workshops in the following subjects: 
Yoga (5 weekly courses / 6 Saturday workshops) 
Pilates (2 weekly courses / 1 Saturday workshops) 
Tai Chi 
Badminton For All (2 weekly courses) 
Badminton Workshop 
Archery Workshop 
Golf 
Anyone Can Sing 
So Now You Can Sing 
Psychology 1 and 2 
Body Love – Learn to Love Your Body 
Emotional Freedom Techniques 
Guitar (Acoustic) Beginners and Improvers 
Italian Beginners/ Next Steps/ More Steps/ Improvers/ 
Intermediate 
Spanish Beginners/ Next Steps/ More Steps/ Improvers 
Watercolour Painting for Beginners 
Watercolour Painting for Improvers 
Life Drawing 
Drawing for Beginners 
Painting for Beginners 
Cookery with Sophia 
Italian Cookery Workshops (4 workshops) 
AppleMac for Beginners 
iPad / iPhone for Beginners 
iPad / iPhone for Improvers 
Stained Glass 
Upholstery (Traditional) weekly and 4 workshops 
Sewing Machines for Beginners 
Christmas Gifts and Crafts with your sewing machine 
Dressmaking for Beginners workshop 
Patchwork (by machine) for Beginners  
Introduction to Roman blind or curtain making 
Reflexology: Foot and Lower Leg Massage 
Home Herbal – Making Herbal Teas, Tinctures and Herbal 
Infusions (workshop and weekly course) 
Back, Neck and Shoulder Massage 
Indian Head Massage 
Acrylic Painting 
Drawing for All 
Drawing with Confidence 
Picture Making Skills 
Painting using Special Effects 
Drumming 
Early booking is recommended, some courses fill up very quickly 
as people re-enrol. 

 
 

Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator 
Marlborough C of E School, Community Education 
Tel: 01993 813592 



 

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association 

Spring into Summer has been a great period for Heyford Park with its new Village Green opening event in June with free 

food from ‘Baton’ the new restaurant planned for the village south development and we have also seen residents set up 

their own community get together using the new green space and the Community Garden held the Open Gardens event 

in July which was well attended. 

An outstanding achievement has been the commencement of the Heyford Park Youth Group that is being led by Tom 

Beckett and Dave Beesley.  More information is due on this growing opportunity for Heyford Park and surrounding 

village’s Youth. 

The residents association continues to work hard on issues that affect the community and we are seeing some traction 

on issues we are raising.  Alongside bungalow refurbishment plans which are still to be confirmed by Dorchester, 

parents and residents continue to push for better road safety for school children.  Through engagement with Oxfordshire 

County Council, Dorchester has now purchased extra signage outlining children are crossing on Camp Road and that 

the Transport Department at OCC will conduct an interim safety audit to determine the need for a crossing outside the 

main gate.  The head teacher Karen Healey has also confirmed she is pulling forward the schools own risk assessment 

for children walking between campus’s. 

Park Keepers has now closed as of 22nd July and we are awaiting confirmation for Dorchester of a new provider that will 

hopefully be in place from September. 

There remains some concern about Bovis homes and the open space area finishing to phases 1 and 2.  If residents 

need support or have concerns please email hprcda@gmail.com 

Recent resident association meetings have seen positive increases in community attendance and involvement which is 

fantastic.  We encourage anyone who wishes to attend please do and if you require information please either visit 

http://www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk/ or email hprcda@gmail.com 

Up and coming events are the Community Family Fun Day on 20th August and the Community Garden BBQ on 17th 

September.   We now have an multi resident events team pulled together working with Dorchester who are planning 

more events from September, so keep your eyes peeled on the village facebook page  

or http://www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk/ 

Mary Knight 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Mary, 

long-time resident of Heyford Park, and we send our 

condolences to Frank at this sad time. 

 

New play park on the way! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorchester are under way procuring an exciting new play 

park which will be located on the green at the top of Soden 

Road. The park will feature a large Albatros Plane climbing 

frame, alongside a log fort, nest swing, honeycomb rotating 

basket and monkey bars. New trees, landscaping, benches 

and bins will also be provided. Together the equipment will 

provide a range of play opportunities, with a particular focus 

on encouraging imaginative play and providing opportunity 

for social interaction.  This play area is a LEAP (a Locally 

Equipped Area for Play) and is designed for children who are 

beginning to go out and play independently. 



 

The Community Garden hosted its 4th Gardens Open event in July, which was a success in terms of entries and the 
standards of the gardens, some of which have only been developed in the past year, so very well done for all your work. 
Oxford Edens did the judging and was impressed with the standards, and of the imagination of all those who recycled 
items to incorporate into their garden schemes.  
Here is the list of those who received a prize for all their hard but enjoyable work in their gardens to make them ALL so 

special:  

FRONT GARDEN:   1ST Mrs. B. Hatfield 

2nd. Mr. Barnes 4 Harris Rd. 

3rd. Mr. P. Lohse 7 Portal Drive North 

BACK GARDEN: 1ST A. Rosewell 17 Roper Rd. 

2nd B. Hughs 1 bader Drive 

3rd. A& P. Weir 21 Heyford Leys 

CONTAINER : 1ST L. Sweeting 33 Harris rd. 

2nd. B. Hughs 1Bader Drive 

3rd. Mr. P. Lohse 7 Portal Drive North 

CHILDREN'S ENTRY: Nicolas Fraser 4 Whitley Drive 

BEST OVER ALL GARDEN : Mrs. B. Hatfield 

To all who entered very well done, you all are doing a fabulous job in making your gardens and containers so beautiful, 

and a special mention to Nicolas Fraser who has developed a micro allotment in his back garden which is superb. 
 

Make a note in your diaries: Our next event is the Community BBQ and Family Fun Day, held at the Community Garden 

on August 27th from 2pm. This is open to all and a great way of meeting new residents and sharing the afternoon with 

friends and family. Please bring along a dessert , salad and a drink . BBQ will cost £3 , or bring your own food and cook 

it on the BBQ. there will be garden games available for the children.  And it gives everyone the chance to sit on all the 

new furniture as well ! 

Contact : hpcommgarden@gmail.com, or see us on Facebook                                                     Sharon Keen 

LOWER HEYFORD BOWLS CLUB 2017 SEASON 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

 

Unlike last year when rain stopped play for almost the entire season, 

we have been very fortunate with the weather and have been able to 

bowl just about every week since the start of the season in April.  The 

club has also been blessed with several new members, some of whom 

are seasoned bowls players, whilst others have taken to learning the 

sport with great success and much hilarity!   

Our monthly barbecues have also been well received with plenty to eat 

and drink following some determined play on the green; however, as 

many folk will soon be on holiday there will be no bbq in August.  Our 

end of season bbq will be on Saturday 16th September -a date for your 

diaries! 

We still have 6 weeks or so of the season remaining – weather permitting – so if you have been thinking of coming 

along to see what its all about now’s your chance.  Club nights are every Wednesday from 6pm and if rain stops play 

we’ll try again on the following Saturday afternoon. 

Our bowling green and clubhouse is on Station Road (B4030) opposite the row of cottages, between the boatyard and 

The Lane, on the right going toward the station or on the left coming from the station.  Parking is through the field gate 

at the west end.  If you have no experience of the game we will teach you to bowl and we have a stock of bowls of all 

sizes for use by novice bowlers.  You will need to wear flat-soled shoes on the bowling green. 

If you’re interested in finding out more about us do come along to a club night where you’ll be made very welcome; you 

can also register now with our Secretary Sharon Keen so we can keep you updated.  Sharon can be contacted via our 

Facebook page, Lower Heyford Bowls Club, or email Sharon.keenuk@gmail.com, or telephone 01869-232880. 

We look forward to seeing you on the green. 



 

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 

Janet Lawrance 

Readers will be aware that Janet has delivered medicines 

to the village and Heyford Park for many years. Sadly last 

week she tripped and fell while delivering the medicines 

and was taken to hospital with a damaged pelvis.  

We send Janet our very best wishes for a speedy recov-

ery and hope that she will be home soon. 

Upper Heyford Parish Council 
has recently installed an 
Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) onto the 
Village Hall (if you have not 
seen it, the unit is located on 
the wheelchair access ramp 
in an external cabinet). 
 

This is the 3rd AED in the 
Parish that adds to the unit at 
the Heyford Park Free School 
Specialisms Campus (Gym) and at the Heyford Park 
Free School Office. 
 

Both the Village Hall and HPFS Specialism campus 
units have 24 hour access and the School office unit 
is available during school hours and term time only. 
 

In order to gain access to the AED you will need to 
call the emergency services and give the operator 
the location code that is on the front of the cabinet. 
They will then be able to issue you the combination 
to unlock it. 
 

The AED will guide the user through the process 
once it is turned on, there is no training necessary as 
the unit gives clear voice commands on each step. 
 

Research shows that early application of a 
defibrillator can dramatically increase the chances of 
survival of a cadiac arrest, so if it is required please 
do not hesitate to use it! 

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting 
 
 

21st May In celebration of the birthday of Stewart 

Pratley.  ‘All my love forever, Sue.’  
 

28th May In celebration of the 97th birthday of the 

late Mrs Doris James.  ‘With love from 

Maureen, Peter, Paul, Debbie and Grace. 
 

30th May In memory of the late Mr. Jimmy James 

who died in 2004. ‘With love from 

Maureen, Peter, Paul, Debbie and Grace.’ 
 

1st June In celebration of the birthday of Bob 

Menzies. ‘Happy birthday Bob. With all 

my love,’ Hansa. x. 
 

15th June In celebration of the birthday of the late 

Christine Smith.  ‘Greatly missed by 

Roland, Stephen, Helen, Catherine, Todd 

and David.’ 
 

18th June In celebration of the birthday of the late 

Gilbert (Jack) Brain.  ‘With love from your 

daughter, Ann’. 
 

22nd June In memory of the late Sandra Jayne Brain 

who died in 2007. ‘All our love, Sally, Lilly 

Jayne. Georgie and Sienna.’ 
 

30th June In celebration of the birthday of Sue 

Prattley. ‘Happy birthday Sue. All my love, 

Stew XX.’ 

 

CREAN TEAS ARE BACK! 
 

Upper Heyford Reading Room 
 

Sundays 6th & 13th August 2—4pm 
 
 

Warreners 
 

Heyfordian Travel is generously providing a coach 

trip for members with an afternoon tea in celebration 

of its 70th anniversary, having been formed in Upper 

Heyford in 1947. On Tuesday 8th August  members 

will be picked up outside the Barley Mow at 1.30pm,  

and the coach will drive around the countryside 

before calling at Souldern village hall for an 

afternoon tea provided by Stoke Lyne WI. Members 

should be back in the village by about 5pm.  
 

On 13th September it will be the annual Harvest 

Lunch for members provided by the committee and 

members, starting at 1pm.  

At the October meeting on the 11th there will be a 

film (title to be decided) followed by refreshments 

and ice creams in the interval.  

We would welcome new members or visitors,  

please contact Brenda 233747, Sheila 232649, or 

Veronica 232788 



 

 

Gone fishing! 
Ray Furnell recalls Fishing for Wels catfish on Spain’s Ebro River 

 

A dream of fishing for these catfish was now a reality, 6 days fishing booked with Catfish Capers, a fishing company  

based in the small town of Caspe on the river Ebro. Travelling alone, I was unsure of the fishing protocol and who I 

might be teamed up with, so many unanswered questions in my head. I arrived at Zaragoza airport and was met by 

Marin Walker owner of Catfish Capers, he was looking for 5 other Brits on my plane, this was great news for me ’a team 

of Brits’,  Martin gathered them up, two fathers with their sons and another single fisherman.  After a 45 minute drive  we 

were stopping to purchase our Spanish Fishing license costing €42 for one week, then another 10 minute ride to our 

accommodation -  the Jolly Fisherman pub !.  This was our base for getting our head down, eating and of course some 

drinking Mmmm. 

Day 1  My introduction to Catfish Fishing, 8.00am we 6 

fishermen and guide Puntos took the boat across to the other 

side of the river (some 500 mtrs), this was to be the norm and 

our spot for the week, the bait we used was Halibut Flavoured 

pellets packaged in 20kg sacks. There were 4 sacks of bait for 

today together with all rods, reels, lunch & water which was 

passed up the bank, to set up our day camp. Puntos set out the 

8 rods in a line along the river edge, in fishermen eyes an 

awesome sight to see. 

To set the bait in the river, Puntos carried the baited hook whilst 

driving the boat 200mtrs out to the middle, lowers it over the 

side and throws a small bucket of Halibut pellets as offerings 

overboard, and then sets the other 7 rods the same way. It was 

decided that the youngest person gets the first chance on all 

the 8 rods to land a fish, then on through to the oldest, I was 

second oldest. We settled down to watch the rods, talk fishing 

and telling tales. 24 catfish caught today my best was given at 

40lbs, best fish of the day was an enormous 197lbs then a 

105lbs, 89lbs the remainder 15lbs to 35lbs. If this is day one 

cannot wait until tomorrow. 

Day 2  Temperature up to 39 Degrees, we had to make a make - 

shift shelter with a tarpaulin which we had brought the evening 

before. An unbelievable 43 fish caught today, my best fish 

today was 58lbs and straight in the river I go with this one, to 

hold, cuddle, take photos and then release . Best of the day 

126lbs,103lbs ,65lbs, can I get a dream 100lbs + fish? 
 

Day 3 Thank goodness for the shelter temperatures up to 40 

degrees, Incredible 33 fish caught today.  Puntos our guide 

cannot believe our run of fish over the 3 days, I was Champ 

today best fish of the day 70lbs and another of 65 lbs and yes 

I`m straight in the river with these beauties. 

Day 4  The great fishing now went slow, as maybe the fish moved on, only 9 caught, I had two of them 30 & 40 lbs so I 
did pretty well 
 
 

Day 5  Still up to 40 degrees today, the fish are not around still, only 7 caught,1 of 30lbs for me 
 

Day 6  Our last day, great expectations by all the boys to celebrate just one more big one so that we all could get into 

the river for a team photo ,but alas only 5 fish caught up to 30lbs. I was luckless today but that’s fishing. 
 

So a total of 121 Catfish over the week, and used 400 kilo of bait!, a fantastic fishing experience and maybe, just 

maybe, one day I will go back to try for the elusive 100lbs + Catfish 
 

Tight Lines, Ray Funnell 

7 rods out and the 8th being prepared on the boat 

Catch of the day 197 lbs 

All my own work! 



 

FESTIVAL OF OPEN GARDENS 
 

Our Festival of Open Gardens 

continues in August and September 

with some truly beautiful gardens. 

Plus, don’t miss the insightful 

evening talk and garden tour at 

Broughton Grange in September – 

for more information on upcoming 

open gardens, visit www.khh.org.uk/gardens, or call us on 

01295 816 484. 

Remember you can keep up to date with all our events 

and everything that’s happening at the Hospice, as well as 

buy tickets to our events and donate to Katharine House 

by visiting our website: www.khh.org.uk  
 

Festival of Open Gardens Dates: 

6 August - Heyford Park 

5, 7 & 9 September - Broughton Grange 

17 September – Bloxham 
 

WIN £1,000 EVERY WEEK WITH THE KATHARINE 

HOUSE LOTTERY 

Want to help a great local charity and be in with a chance 

of winning £1,000 every week? Join the Katharine House 

Hospice lottery for just £1 a week and help support people 

facing life-limiting illness in our community. The £1 you 

give every week could provide tea and biscuits for a day 

hospice patient to enjoy in our garden this summer. To 

sign up email lottery@khh.org.uk or phone 01295 816 

484. 
 

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Did you know? You can follow us on your favourite social 

media channels to keep up to date with news, events, and 

photos from Katharine House Hospice.  Join the 

conversation – we’d love to hear from you!   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/katharinehouse/   

Twitter: https://twitter.com/khhosp  

 

Since 2007 SuperHomes has been at the forefront of 

domestic eco-retrofit and the network continues to lead 

the way in carbon conscious renovation. To date, 222 

homeowners have all transformed their properties through 

environmentally minded renovation resulting in lower 

energy bills, smaller carbon footprints and a huge 

increase in comfort levels. 
 

Wallingford is home to Dr Roberts and  Professor 

Harding’s 1960s detached home which features stunning 

external wall insulation that makes most visitors assume 

the property is a new build. Recent additions include a 

natural swimming pool for their leisurely use without 

harming the environment. Their passion for reducing their 

carbon footprint motivated their retrofit whilst increasing 

the comfortability of their home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

National Energy Foundation The National Energy 

Foundation (NEF) is an independent charity, active since 

1988, which is dedicated to improving the use of energy in 

buildings.  

Promotional Partners SuperHomes also open as part of 

local green homes groups and national events such as 

Heritage Open Days (7 –10 Sep 2016) and Open House 

London (16 & 17 Sep 2017). For the September 2017 

events it has partnered Ecology Building Society.  
 

 Visit: www.superhomes.org.uk  

UPPER HEYFORD 200 CLUB 
 
Winners in June 

1st      177          Mike Hardcastle              £30 

2nd    139         Joanne Atherdon            £20 

3rd       94        Daniel Smith                     £10 

 
The drawer was made by Sheila Medlin 
 
Winners in July 

1st       94        Daniel Smith                    £30 

2nd    152        Ken Draper                      £20 

3rd       69       Anez Dyason                    £10 

 
The drawer was made by Sally Anne Mildenhall 



 

     

SOMERTON NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the only really wet day in July we met at Troy for our 

Annual picnic. Being in Ruth’s lovely enclosed barn the rain 

did not spoil the evening and we all enjoyed a beautiful 

array of food & wine in good company.   

Thanks to Ruth for her hospitality and to Shirley for 

organizing the evening. 
 

Our next meeting will be on: 
 

Tuesday 12th September at 7-15 p.m.  

When the subject will be 

               AN INSIGHT INTO BLETCHLEY PARK. 
 

Gill was brought up in Bletchley and Is now one of the 

guides at the home of the Enigma machine & WWII 

Codebreakers. It promises to be a very interesting talk.  We 

are always happy to see non-members, including men, so 

please come along and join us.  There will be wine & 

refreshments.  

 

Somerton Social Club 
 

SOMERTON SOCIAL CLUB – 2017 EVENT CALENDAR 
 
 

August 

Saturday 19th August - Gin Tasting Night  
 

September 
Saturday 9th September – Quiz Night  

Date TBC - Film Night 

Sunday 24th September - Sunday Session 
 

October 

Saturday 14th October – Skittles Night 

Sunday 29th October  - Sunday Session 
 

November 

Saturday 25th November – Murder Mystery Night 

Date TBC - Film Night 

Sunday 26th November - Sunday Session 
 

December 

Saturday 9th December – Christmas Lunch and Party 

Date TBC - Reindeer Drive 

Date TBC - Film Night 

  

 

 

 

 

CURIOSITIES AT ST. JAMESCURIOSITIES AT ST. JAMESCURIOSITIES AT ST. JAMESCURIOSITIES AT ST. JAMES    

                An exciting exhibition featuring some of the less An exciting exhibition featuring some of the less An exciting exhibition featuring some of the less An exciting exhibition featuring some of the less     

                well known and unusual features of this beautiful well known and unusual features of this beautiful well known and unusual features of this beautiful well known and unusual features of this beautiful     

                grade 1 Church to celebrate Heritage Open grade 1 Church to celebrate Heritage Open grade 1 Church to celebrate Heritage Open grade 1 Church to celebrate Heritage Open 

Days. Days. Days. Days.     

            From terracotta to palimpsests, grotesques to From terracotta to palimpsests, grotesques to From terracotta to palimpsests, grotesques to From terracotta to palimpsests, grotesques to 

Civil WarCivil WarCivil WarCivil War    

            with an owl along the way there is something to with an owl along the way there is something to with an owl along the way there is something to with an owl along the way there is something to 

interest most people.interest most people.interest most people.interest most people.    

            There will be an opportunity for children There will be an opportunity for children There will be an opportunity for children There will be an opportunity for children     

(& adults)(& adults)(& adults)(& adults)    

            to rub some mini brasses and refreshments will to rub some mini brasses and refreshments will to rub some mini brasses and refreshments will to rub some mini brasses and refreshments will 

be available.be available.be available.be available.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                Opening timesOpening timesOpening timesOpening times    

                                                                                                        Thursday 7 Sept.   10.00 Thursday 7 Sept.   10.00 Thursday 7 Sept.   10.00 Thursday 7 Sept.   10.00 ––––    4.004.004.004.00    

                                                                                                            Friday      8 Sept.   10.00 Friday      8 Sept.   10.00 Friday      8 Sept.   10.00 Friday      8 Sept.   10.00 ––––    4.004.004.004.00    

                                                                                                            Saturday  9 Sept.     9.00 Saturday  9 Sept.     9.00 Saturday  9 Sept.     9.00 Saturday  9 Sept.     9.00 ––––    6.006.006.006.00    

                                                                                                            Sunday  10 Sept.   11.00  Sunday  10 Sept.   11.00  Sunday  10 Sept.   11.00  Sunday  10 Sept.   11.00  ----    6.006.006.006.00    

 



 

POST OFFICE SERVICES IN SOMERTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As from the 13th of July, Fritwell Post Office as 

part of their service to local villages, will be 

operating from the Village Hall, Heyford Road, 

Somerton from 1030am to 1100am - then every 

Thursday thereafter. 
 

Also Gordon is quite happy for orders to be 

phoned through to Wrightons at Fritwell on 

01869 345229 and he will bring along at the 

same time. 
 

Details of stock and post office services please 

see there web site www.wrightons.co.uk 

 
We hope the local community will support the 
initiative. 

SOMERTON VILLAGE PRODUCE SHOW  

 9th SEPTEMBER 2pm  

VILLAGE HALL 

Entries in the hall by 11am please – lots of categories for adults and children.   

ANYONE CAN ENTER AS FEW OR AS MANY CATEGORIES AS THEY LIKE. A SCHEDULE WILL 

BE DELIVERED TO EVERY HOUSE IN  SOMERTON IN EARLY AUGUST BUT IF YOU WOULD 

LIKE EXTRA OR LIVE OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE CONTACT JOHN GATTLEY 01869 346654/

JOHN@RANIK-GROUP.COM AND WE CAN DELLIVER/EMAIL ONE TO YOU. 

SPARE COPIES OF THE SCHEDULE WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH PORCH 

 

ST JAMES'S  GRADE 1 LISTED CHURCH, SOMERTON 

THE SERVICE FOR TRADITIONISTS FROM KING JAMES'S BIBLE 

EVERY THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH AT 11.00 am 

FOR THOSE WHO LIKE TO SING! 

THIS IS THE ONLY SERVICE IN THE BENEFICE THAT HAVE THE 

SUNG RESPONSES AND CANTICLES AS WELL AS HYMNS FROM 

CRAMER'S PRAYER BOOK. 

THIS IS FOLLOWED BY A SHORTENED HOLY COMMUNIUM 

THE SERVICE LASTS FOR ONE HOUR 

THIS HISTORIC CHURCH DATES BACK TO THE 11th CENTURY 

(MOSTLY 15th - 17th CENTURY) 

IT HAS BEEN RESTORED AT A COST OF £350,000 

IT IS FAMOUS FOR THE FERMOR CHAPEL'S TOMBS WITH 

EFFIGIES OF THE FAMILY IN THE CHANCEL THERE IS AN 

IMPORTANT STONE REREDOS OF THE LAST SUPPER WITH 11 

APOSTLES dated about 14.00 

THE BROWN SIGNS BRING VISITORS FROM  ALL OVER THE WORLD 

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME 



 

Events Calendar - At a Glance 

Sunday 6 August Cream Teas, Upper Heyford Reading Room 2—4pm 

Sunday 6 August Heyford Park Gardens Open, in aid of Katharine House 

Tuesday 8 August The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm  
Subject: The Bronte Sisters 

Tuesday 8 August Warreners coach trip, by courtesy of Heyfordian Travel 
Meet at 1.30pm 

Saturday 12 August Fritwell Market 10am—2pm 

Sunday 13 August Cream Teas, Upper Heyford Reading Room 2—4pm 

Wednesday 16 August Heyfords WI, Aston Pottery visit 

Sunday 27 August Heyford Park Family Fun Day, Community Garden, 2pm 

7—10 September Heritage Open Days, Somerton Church, various opening times see advert 

Saturday 9 September Ride & Stride, Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 

Saturday 9 September Somerton Flower Show, Village Hall, 2pm 

Saturday 9 September Fritwell market 10am—2pm 

Tuesday 12 September SWIG Somerton Village Hall, talk on Bletchley Park, 7.15pm 

Wednesday 13 September Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall, 2pm 

Saturday 14 October Fritwell Market, 10am-2pm 

Tuesday 17 October The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm 
Subject: James 1 & King James’ Bible & the Royal Navy 


